Greece* Turkey use media as weapon 

ATHENS (AH') — More than 100 journalists were treated to a 
entire in the Aegean Sea Saturday as Greece and Turkey 
organised rival excursions to a disputed islet region amid accuse- 
dons of violating each other’s airspace. In a dash of the cruises 
more than 70 reporters were escorted to the islet called Kardak by 
Turkey and Imia by Greece by a Turkish patrol boat, while some 
30 journalists took part in another trip organised by the Greek 
government. The vessels did not meet, but both capitals insisted 
1 their own airspace had been violated by the other country’s air 
' force. Greek Defence Minister Gerassimos Arsenis said Turkish 

■ jets llew mto Greek airspace in the zone five times Saturday 

! adding it was a daily occurrence but Greek planes “resoond 
i effectively and derisively, as they did today." McanwhaT a 
Turkish military spokesman said two Greek planes had violated 
; Turkish airspace by overflying the Athens-organised boat trio The 

■ two countries came to the brink of war in January over the 
sovereignty of the rockey islet, located a few miles off the Turkish 
mainland, when U.S. diplomatic pressure prevented them from 
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Jordan urges Iraq to accept oil deal 

AMMAN (AP) — Information Minister Manvan Muasher 
Saturday urged Iraq to accept an oil-for-food deal with the 
U.N. Security Council to “alleviate the suffering of the 
Iraqi people.” The Jordan ran Petra News Agency also 
quoted hrm as calling on Baghdad to accept “all other U N. 
resolutions related to Iraq” to accelerate the liftijig of 
crippling trade sanctions imposed by the Security Council 
after Iraq mvaded Kuwait in August 1990. Petra said Mr. 
Muasher made the remarks during a meeting with U.S.- 
professors and journalists. The agency did not identify 
them. Petra quoted Mr. Muasher as saying that Jordan 
“appeals to the Iraqi government to accept U.N. Resolu- 
tion 986, which allows partial lifting of the sanctions against 
Iraq.” Jordan hopes that the Iraqi-U.N. negotiations will 
bear fruit soon to help the Iraqis meet their needs and 
alleviate their suffering,” he was quouted as saying. 


Price: Jordan 150 


■Xing, Crown Prince ' 

condole Ben Ali 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
prince Hassan condoled 
Tunisian President Zem A1 
Abidrae Ben Ali on the death 
of his brother A1 Munsef Ben 
Ah- Deputising for them was 
Jordan’s Ambassador to 
Tunisia Haidar Mahmoud, 
who conveyed to Mr. Ben Ali 
the King's and Crown 
Prince’s deep sorrow for the 
death of the president’s 
brother and wished the presi- 
dent good health. 

Mirai promoted 
to field marshal 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued on Satur- 
day promoting Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Lieutenant General Abdul 
Hafiz Mirai to the rank of 
field Marshal as of May 16, 
1996. 

2 killed in clash in 
Israeli Arab village 

NAZARETH (AFP) — Two 
people were killed and 15 
injured in two days of fight- 
ing between rival clans in an 
: Arab village near Nazareth in 
northern Israel, police said 
Saturday. i>.e two groups, 
which clashed Friday and 
Saturday, are contesting the 
leadership of tbs nunicioal 
.cc-Titii af tire i,f jJ-stiong 
bedouin village of Kabieh. 

. An argument between the 
two factions broke out on 
Friday night and fighting 
erupted with hunting rifles, 
military weapons and axes. 

Guerrillas attack 
SLA patrol in Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Guerrillas ambushed patroll- 
ing fighters of an Israeli- 
backed militia in occupied 
South Lebanon with a road- 
side bomb Saturday, security 
sources said. No casualties 
were reported in the attack 
near the village of Arab 
Salim in the central sector of 
Israel's self-proclaimed 
“security zone" north of the 
border. But Israeli forces- and 
their allies of the South Leba- 
. boo Army retaliated by shell- 
ing suspected guerrilla hide- 
outs and infiltration trails 
near the hills of Jabal A1 
Rafih north of the occupied 
border strip. There was no 
immediate report of casual- 
ties from the shelling, the 
sources reported, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

Palestinians, Israelis 
protest closure 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Dozens of Palestinian and 
Israeli youths held a protest 
on either side of the entrance 
to the Gaza Strip on Saturday 
to protest the Israeli army’s 
blockade of the autonomous 
Palestinian territories. The 
Palestinian group, waving 
banners with the slogans “No 
to the closures” nnd "No to 
collective punishment,” 
gathered at the Palestinian 
side of the Erez crossing into 
the autonomous territory. 
The Israelis from the move- 
, ment “Peace Now” were pre- 
vented from joining the 
Palestinian group on the 
other side of the crossing by 
Israeli soldiers. 


Yemeni floods 
kill 1 3, displace 5,000 


SANAA (AP) — Flash 
floods caused by heavy rain 
killed three people and left 
5,000 homeless in the south- 
ern city of Taiz, security 
sources said. Many homes in 
the city of one million inhabi- 
tants 200 kilometres south of 
Sanaa were destroyed, the 
sources said. 

Aznar visits 
Morocco May 27-28 

RABAT (R) — Spanish 
Prime Minister Jose Maria 
Aznar, in power for barely 
two weeks, will pay a two-day 
official visit to Morocco from 
May 27, Moroccan news 
agency MAP said on Satur- 
day. MAP said a meeting 
between Mr. Aznar and King 
Hassan was planned. 


Ghali hopes to announce 
Iraq oil sale accord soon 


DUBAI (Agencies) — U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali said he hoped to 
announce in the next few 
days an oil-for-food deal with 
Iraq, according to an inter- 
view published Saturday. 

"I have great hope of being 
able to say in coming days 
that we have succeeded in 
reaching an accord," Dr. 
Ghali was quoted as saying in 
the London-based Arabic 
daily A1 Hayat. 

The secretary general said 
an eventual accord should 
“assure a balance" between 
the “principle of sovereignty 
and the territorial integrity in 
Iraq, and placing under 
(U.N.) control the sale of 
petroleum, the purchase of 
food and the distribution of 
part of this to the three pro- ■ 
vinces in northern Iraq," con- 
trolled by Iraqi Kurds. 

Dr. Ghali, who gave the 
interview in Moscow, is to 
return to New York for consulta- 
tions Sunday pith bis de- 
puty and legal 'adviser, Hans 
Corell, who negotiated the 
deal with Iraq. 

The oil deal, if concluded, 
would mean the first huma- 
nitarian exception to crip- 


pling sanctions which have 
been in force against Bagh- 
dad since its August 1990 
.Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

But Iraq has until now re- 
fused to implement the oii- 
for-food deal, contained in 
Resolution 986 adopted in 
April last year, on the 
grounds that it violates Iraqi 
sovereignty. 

Iraq's official newspapers 
gave mixed signals on Satur- 
day on Baghdad's possible 
response to the draft agree- 
ment with the United Na- 
tions. 

While a government news- 
paper lambasted the United 
States and Britain for 
attempts to thwart a deal, 
- another official daily told Ira- 
qis “victory" over U.N. trade 
sanctions was near. 

“Everybody can realise 
and feel in his mind ... that 
the day of victory over the 
sanctions and countries 
standing behind such a vi- 
cious war is near,'* Nouri A1 
M arson mi, undersecretary of 
Iraq's culture and informa- 
tion ministry, wrote in Ai 
Iraq paper. 

“Today and as our stead- 
fast Iraq continues its de- 
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Israel accepts direct Lebanese 
role in truce in ’security zone’ 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Israel has agreed to allow , 
Lebanese military officials to 
participate in monitoring any 
ceasefire violations that hap- 
.pen in the Israeli occupied- , 
security zone in southern 
Lebanon ,>a French diplomat 
said Friday. 

The diplomat, who re- 
quested anonymity, said the 
agreement was contained in 
an accord that sets up a ceas- 
efire oversight group. It was 
reached Thursday by Leba- 
non, Israel, Syria, the United 
States and France. 

The document is awaiting 
the green light from those- 
respective governments. 

In the case of a violation in 
Lebanese territory — includ- 
ing the "security zone” — the 
inspection will be conducted 
by “tbe United States and 
France, as well as a Lebanese 
officer and possibly a Syrian 
officer," tbe diplomat said. 

He added that "the 
sovereignty of Lebanon be- 
gins at -the Israeli-Lebanese 
border, and Israel accepts 
that.” If the incident occurs . 
in Israel, the inspection will 
be conducted by U.S.. 


French and Israeli officials. 

The makeup of the inspec- 
tion teams were a major 
. sticking point in the negotia- 
tions. 

, The oversight committee is 
• called for under the terms of 
an April 26 agreement that 
ended 16 days of fighting 
between the Israeli army and 
Hizbollah. The panel is the 
product of intense diplomatic 
efforts on the part of France 
and the United States. 

As for the composition of 
the oversight group itself, the 
French diplomat said the 
“heads of each delegation 
(from the five countries) will 
be high-ranking military offi- 
cials,” colonels or generals. 

' They may be helped by milit- 
ary or civilian experts. 

The group will be activated 
within 24 hoars after a viola- 
tion. 

On the issue of the revolv- 
ing presidency of tbe group. 
France is pushing for a two- ■ 
month period, while the Un- 
ited Stales wants a longer 
time frame. This pojnt, along 
with the voting procedure. 

The various governments 
also have yet to decide 


Hamas vows to 
continue attacks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Palesti- 
nian militant group Hamas 
said Saturday it would step 
up attacks against Israel and 
rejected statements from one 
of its officials calling for it to 
suspend such operations. 

“There has been no change 
in the politics of our move- 
ment, based on jihad {holy 
war).” said a Hamas state- 
ment received in Jerusalem. 
“The resistance operations 
will continue and will be esca- 
lated as long as the (Israeli) 
occupation continues." 

“Our brother Mahmoud 
Zahar was never the spokes- 
man for Hamas and has taken 
positions representing his 
personal 'point of view,” the 
statement added. 

Dr. Zahar, who had been , 
considered the spokesman, 
for the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), called 
on the group’s armed wing 1 
Friday not to commit any 
attacks against Israel before 
the Jewish state’s election on 
May 29. . . 

“Do nothing in the days 
before the Israeli elections 
because these operations 
could give the impression 
that we support this or that 
(Israeli) party,” Dr. . Zahar 
said during a meeting of 
Islamists in Gaza City. 


The spokesman in Jordan 
for Hamas, Ibrahim 
Ghosheh, also refuted Dr. 
Zahar’s remarks and vowed 
Saturday to pursue attacks 
against Israel. 

“The declaration from 
Mahmoud Zahar about halt- 
ing attacks against Israel do 
. not reflect the group's politic- 
al line and he only represents 
himself, since he is not a 
Hamas spokesman,” said Mr. 
Ghosheh, adding rhat he has 
been the group's “sole 
spokesman for the past six 
years.” 

“As spokesman, I reiterate 
the group’s strategy of con- 
tinued struggle, and its milit- 
ary wing’s operations are not 
linked to the Zionist polls,” 
be said. “Nor is the move- 
ment concerned about who 
should win the elections — 
Labour or Liknd — since 
they are two facets of one 
coin." 

Israel’s governing Labour 
Party and the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
have accused militants of 
trying to propel Israel's right- 
wing parties to power by stag- , 
ing attacks in the Jewish 
state. 

Hamas daimed responsi- 
bility for a deadly wave of 

(Continued on page 7) 


whether the group’s ’ report 
should be adopted by all five 
countries or by the three (the 
United States, France and 
Syria) that are outside the 
hostilities in southern Leba- 
non. 

The document also calls for 
a delay of 72 hours before 
Israel or Hizbollah can fire in 
tbe case of attacks against 
dvilian targets, which the 
ceasefire accord prohibits. 

But the document does nto 
specifically address retalia- 
tion, which gives Israel the 
manoeuvring room it wanted. 

The five parties are to 
again meet at the State De- ■ 
partment again Sunday, but it 
is possible that the accord will 
not be given final approval 
next week. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, testifying 
■Thursday before a Senate 
appropriations subcommit- 
tee, said it was unfortunate 
the agreement did not also 
prohibit attacks ' on the 
Israeli-held buffer zone near 
the Lebanese border. 

In the meantime, the Un- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Wanted 

Hamas 

militant 

arrested 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agendes) — Israel said on 
Saturday it had seized a lead- 
ing militant of the Hamas 
group in the final weeks of a 
national election campaign 
dominated by the security 
issues. 

Soldiers shot and wounded 
Hassan Salameb during a 
pursuit in the West Bank 
town of Hebron on Friday. 
They tracked him down later 
at a hospi’al in the dty, the 
army said. 

Mr. Salameb is the head of 
a militant cell which was 
planning a large-scale shoot- 
ing attack, probably against 
Israeli settlers in the West 
Bank town of Hebron, army 
radio reported. 

Mr. Salameh is the number 
two figure in Izzedine Al 
Qassam, the military wing of 
the group Hamas. 

Izzedine’s leader, Moham- 
med Deif, is still at large. 

The capture of Mr. 
Salameh further raised ten- 
sions in volatile Hebron, tra- 
ditionally a Hamas stron- 
( Continued on page 7) 


King receives message from Saudi crown 
prince on bilateral ties, latest developments 


fiances of the unfair embar- 
go, the Iraqis under President 
Saddam Hussein feel that vic- 
tory is within reach," he 
added. 

But Al Jumhouriya warned 
■that "once the removal of the 
economic embargo 
approaches ... both London 
and Washington concentrate 
energies to put obstacles to 
maintain the unfair sanctions 
for dubious political 
reasons." 

“Even the humanitarian 
nature of the (U.N. offer) 
could not help the current 
talks in New York. They 
likewise have been subjected 
to deliberate sabotage ...." it 
said in a commentary. 

Iraq describes the partial 
oil sales as a first step on the 
path of a total lifting of sanc- 
tions. 

Iraq's chief negotiator 
Abdul Amir AJ Anbari said 
Iraq had agreed to let the 
U.N. handle distribution of 
the aid to Kurds in northern. 
'Iraq, currently outside the 
control of the central govern- 
ment in Baghdad. 

But he said some unspeci- 
fied differences remain 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday 
received a message from 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah on Jordanian-Saudi rela- 
tions and the latest develop- 
ments in the Middle East, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

The message from Prince 
Abdullah, who also heads the 
Saudi National Guard, was 
delivered to the King by 
Sheikh Abdul Aziz Al Tuwei- 
jeri, deputy commander of 
the National Guard. 

The message focused on 
“bilateral relations and the 
latest developments in the 
region,” Petra said without 
elaboration. 
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His Majesty King Hussein on. Saturday receives Sheikh Abdul Aziz Tuweiieri' 
...t j s meeting with ( ce ntre), deputy commander of the Saudi National Guard, who delivered to him a 
-'I 3 * message from Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah, commander of the National Guard, iji 
attended by Prune Minister a meeting attended by the Saudi ambassdor to Jordan, Abdullah Sudeiri (Petra 
(Con tinned on page 7) photo) 

Demirel escapes assassination attempt 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Bodyguards averted an 
attempt on the life of Turkish 
President Suleyman Demirel 
in the western city of Izmit on 
Saturday, the domestic Ana- 
tolia news agency reported. 

A suspect was detained af- 
ter he tried to shoot the 
president with a handgun, the 
news agency said. 

One shot was fired, injur- 
ing a journalist in the foot. A 
police officer was also hurt. 

Informed sources at the 

Moscow 
says British 
expulsions 
unacceptable 

-MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
voiced indignation Saturday 
at Britain's retaliatory expul- 
sion of four Russian diplo- 
mats from London, saying 
the move was “unjustified 
and unacceptable.” 

“We call on the British side 
to reconsider everything 
seriously," Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Grigory 
Karasin told ITAR-TASS, a 
day after both countries 
announced tit-for-tat expul- 
sions of four diplomats in a 
row over spying. 

The announcements in 
Moscow and London came 11 
days after Russia accused 
British embassy officials of 
having had contacts with a 
Russian national arrested last 
month for spying — a charge 
angrily rejected by Britain. 

Foreign ministry officials 
from both sides had held 
negotiations to try to limit the ' 
damage to diplomatic rela- 
tions caused by one of the 
i most heated East-West rows 
over spying since the end of 
the cold war. 


scene said the suspect — 
dressed in jeans and sporting 
a beard — was a 48-year-old 
pharmacist, named Ibrahim 
Gumrakcuoglu. 

He was said to be an Isla- 
mic fundamentalist and was 
taken in for questioning by 
anti-terrorist police in Innit. 
- Earlier reports bad given his 
age as 70. 

Turkish television channel 
ATV, quoting diplomatic 
sources, said the suspect 
wanted to protest a military 


HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein had a p auecaO with 
Turkish President Suleiman 
Demirel congratulating him 
upon his escape from Satur- 
day’s attack. 

agreement between Turkey 
and Israel. 

He reportedly said, under 
questioning, that he intended 
to shoot “into the air" and 
did not mean to kfll the presi- 
dent. 


The agreement enables 
Turkish and Israeli military 
pilots to train in each other's 
airspace. 

Mr. Demirel, 71, was in 
Izmit, 50 kilometres east of 
Istanbul on the sea of Mar- 
mara, to inaugurate several 
factories. 

He had just completed a 
speech when the attack took' 
place. 

Private XV channel Inter- 
star, also reported that the 
(Continued on page 7) 


IAF assails government in apparent 
collapse of deal made in February 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF) party on 
Saturday strongly criticised 
the performance of the gov- 
ernment of Abdul Karim 
Kabariti in what was seen as 
the collapse of a deal struck 
three months ago between 
the government and the 
largest political grouping in 
the Kingdom. 

In an unprecedented critic- 
ism of the government’s 
domestic and foreign poli- 
cies, since February, the IAF 
contented that the govern- 
ment had failed to live up to 
its promises and its perform- 
ance lacked seriousness. 

In a statement, IAF Secret- 
ary General Ishaq Farhan 
reiterated that a meeting the 
IAF leaders had with Prime 
Minister Kabariti last 
Wednesday was highly posi- 
tive. But the statement criti- 
cised the government's per- 
formance at all levels. 
However, he stopped short of 
saying that the deal struck 
with Mr. Kabariti when he 
took office was now off. 

The tacit deal covered 
cooperation between the gov- 


ernment and the IAF in inter- 
nal polity matters, especially 
in promoting public freedoms 
in return for Islamist coop- 
eration. Dr. Farhan told the 
Jordan Times that the re- 
forms Mr. Kabariti promised 
to initiate had not been “fast 
enough.” 

In the statement. Dr. 
Farhan clearly stated that the 
government’s promises of in- 
troducing reforms and fight- 
ing corruption were not se- 
rious at all. 

“The 12th Parliament ses- 
sion has nearly come to an 
end and the citizens have not 
felt any seriousness towards 
the introduction of a fair elec- 
tion law that tackles ail the 
negative aspects of tbe tem- 
porary (one-person, one- 
vote) election law," the state- 
ment signed by Dr. Farhan 
said. . ... 

“We had hoped that public • 
freedoms would be enhanced 
and promoted and would be 
better than former govern- 
ments. But unfortunately we 
continuously see that nothing 
has changed. Incarcerations 
are continuing with the same 
style used before. Interfer- 
ence to transfer teachers and 


refusal to renew two-year 
passports are still prevent- 
ing," the statement said. 
“These practices are bound 
to create chaos and frustra- 
tion, especially under the cur- 
rent economic and political 
circumstances. " 

Asked about the Palesti- 
nian Islamic movement 
Hamas, Dr. Farhan stressed 
in an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times that Hamas does 
not have offices here, “but all 
the Arab and Muslim nation 
sympathises with any move- 
ment that seeks the interest 
for all." 

He said that Mr. Kabariti 
promised IAF leaders in last 
week's meeting that any one 
who proves not to have any 
link with military movements 
would be released. But in the 
statement. Dr. Farhan urged 
the release of all detainees 
and called on the government 
to stop “targetting sympathis- 
ers of Hamas since (these 
actions) are inducing a 
psychological pressure on the 
Islamic movement, the future 
of the JoTdanian-Palestinian 
relationship and Jordanian 
national unity.” 

' (Continued on page 3) 


Singapore seeks to expand ties 
with Jordan - foreign minister 


By P.V.Vivekanand ‘ 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Singapore is 
keen to enhance its relations . 
with Jordan and believes that 
there is a wide scope for co- 
operation between the two 
countries. Singaporean 
Foreign Minister S. 
Jayakumar said Saturday. 

Mr. Jayakumar, on a two- 
day visit to the Kingdom, 
a’. ' ■affirmed that his country 
would respond positively to 
any Jordanian request for help 
in terms of expertise and 
sharing experience in various 
fields. 

The minister said his visit 
to Jordan was two-pronged — 
"broadening and deepening 
cooperation" on the bilateral 
front and to learn firsthand 
about the developments in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

He noted that Jordan and 


Singapore enjoyed a strong 
.relationship dating back to 
several decades, and cited the 
Kingdom's co-sponsorship of 
Singapore's admission to the 
United Nations in 1965 as an 
indication of the strong ties- 
between the two countries. 

Mr. Jayakumar, 56, a vet- 
eran professor of law who 
also holds the portfolio of. 
legislation in the 
Singaporean government, 
noted that His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan as well as Jordanian 
ministers and officials have 
visiLed Cingapore and. as 
such, a strong basic founda- 
tion already exists for ex- 
panded ties. 

The minister, who is 
scheduled to be received to- 
day (Sunday) by Crown Prince 
Hassan and Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. said: "We be- 


lieve that countries should 
share their experiences and 
expertise and learn from each 
other...." 

"Singapore will respond 
positively to Jordanian re- 
quest" for sharing expertise 
"if Jordan feels that it could 

benefit from any aspect of 
Singapore's experience" in 
development, he said, adding 
that he was looking forward 
to his official meetings here 
today for the Jordanian side 
set out its perceptions of co- 
operation with his country. 

"We are open and trans- 
parent....” he said, adding, 
that Singapore's own expert-' 
ence was that its economic- 
development was also par- 
tially rooted in what it had 
learnt from the experiences of 
other countries. 

On the political front,, 
Singapore "associates Jordan 
with the realistic steps it has 




i 


S. Jayakumar 

taken in the Middle East 
peace process to bring stabil-. 
ity to the Middle East and in 
terms of reducing tension." 
said Mr. Jayakumar. who is 
scheduled to leave for Cairo, 
on Monday. 

"Singapore, although a 
small country, has always 
been supportive of the peace 

(Continued cm page 3) 
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State Department: Palestinians 
have earned release of U.S. aid 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Congress should swiftly re- 
lease funds earmarked for the 
Palestinians now that Palesti- 
nian representatives have re- 
voked charter provisions call- 
ing for the destruction of 
Israel, State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
says. 

"The United States gov- 
ernment believe that what 
the Palestinian National 
Council, under the leadership 
of Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
was able to do last month was 
historic,*' Mr. Bums said. 

In tight of those actions, he 
said, the administration's 
•‘message to Congress" is 
that restrictions on U.S. aid 
to the Palestinians should be 
lifted "in the very near fu- 
ture." The Palestinian people 
made “a commitment to 
peace." he said, and now "we 
Americans need to honour 
our commitment.” 

Mr. Bums made his com- 
ments in response to a ques- 
tion at a briefing for overseas 
reporters Thursday at 

USIA's Foreign Press Centre 
in Washington. 

The spokesman observed 
that the Israeli government 
itself has taken die position 
shat the Palestinians have 


met their commitment. Tims, 
be said, it is “a little bit 
disconcerting to see that there 
are some in Congress who are 
perhaps crying to hold the 
Palestinians to a standard 
that no one else, including 
the Israeli government, is 
holding them to.” 

Asked about the U.S. view 
of the national elections sche- 
duled in Israel May 29, Mr. 
Bums assured reporters that, 
regardless of the outcome, 
there would be no change in 
U.S. policy and efforts to 
help bring a regionwide 
peace. 

While the United States 
obviously would not declare 
support for one party or 
candidate in the election, Mr. 
Bums said, he termed it "no 
secret that the United States 
has bad a good, productive 
and close working rela- 
tionship with the current 
Israeli government (of Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres) — no 
secret at all.” 

He said the United States 
continues to believe that “the 
atmosphere is conductive” to 
achieving peace agreements 
between Israel and its neigh- 
bouring states of Syria and 
Lebanon “at some point in 
the near future" and that 


Aid workers held in 
Somaliland village 
after May 9 kidnap 


HARGE1SA, Somalia (R) — 
Three aid workers, a Ger- 
man, Briton and Somali, 
were on Saturday “under the 
protection" of villagers in 
northeast Somalia after being 
kidnapped earlier by gun- 
men. aid workers said. 

The exact status of the 
three, staff of the German aid 
agency GTZ, was not im- 
mediately dear but negotia- 
tions were being held be- 
tween villagers and kidnap- 
pers to try to secure agree- 
ment for the three men to 
leAYStW 

Aid officials said the three 
were seized on May 9 but 
quickly rescued by villagers 
in Hared, 40 kilometres east 
.of Erigabo. the provincial 
capital of Sanaag region. 

Ismail Weis, GTZ project 
coordinator for Somaliland, 
told Reuters that Hared villa- 
gers sav’d the three on May 9 
in a clash in which one kid- 
nap;- er was killed and 
an» :h.-: was badly wounded. 

“The are now with the 
village -s and are in good con- 
dition. Village elders and the 
other side (the kidnappers) 
are holding a resolution 
meeting in Erigabo which be- 
gan on Friday," he said. 

Asked whether the three, 
were being held by the villa- 
ger. until the inter-clan dis- 
pute over the kidnapping and 
shootout was resolved. Mr. 
Weis said: "They are under 
their protection." 

Hared is in the remote 
northeast of the self-declared 
republic of somalitand led by 
Mohammad Ibrahim Egal. 
who says his government's 
control does not extend to all 
its territory. 

Speaking from the Red Sea 
state of Djibouti bordering 
on Somalia, Mr. Weis said as 
far as he knew no ransom 
money had been requested 
and he hoped the three would 
soon be able to fly to 
Djibouti. 

A European Union plane 
was on standby in Djibouti to 


evacuate the three aid work- 
ers when the problem was 
resolved. 

The three were identified 
as German food security 
officer Gunter Bischoss, Brit- 
ish logistics officer Richard 
Copsy and Somali Ahmad 
Elmi, a Somali officer with 
GTZ based in Hargeisa. 

An aid official in Kenya's 
capital Nairobi said be be- 
lieved the kidnapping was re- 
lated to a dispute over the 
three of a car. 

"The president and the 
government strongly con- 
demn this cowardly and inhu- 1 
man act," said a spokesman 
for Mr. Egal. “We take this 
sad occasion to inform the 
world Somaliland condemns 
any sort of terrorism." 

“The government is doing 
everything possible for the 
safe release of the hostages 
and is collaborating with 
GTZ,” said the spokesman, 
adding the incident was kept 
secret until Saturday because 
of fear that publicity might 
endanger the hostages. 

He said Mr. Bischoss was 
repeatedly advised by the 
government to avoid going to 
areas which were not under 
its full control and to tell 
officials if he did so but failed 
to inform authorities of his 
trip. 

"What happened is the re- 
sult of his being hard- 
headed,” the spokesman 
added. 

Two British parliamenta- 
rians were kidnapped by gun- 
men in the same part of 
Somaliland but freed un- 
harmed two years ago. Som- 
aliland has no international 
recognition as a separate 
state. 

Gunmen have kidnapped 
more than 30 aid workers in 
Somalia since its famine fuel- 
led by civil war in 1992. All 
were freed after sometimes 
lengthy negotiations and aid 
agencies usually say no ran- 
som was paid. 


talks can be rescheduled fair- 
ly quickly. 

On another issue, the 
spokesman expressed irrita- 
tion at some European na- 
tions for not having taken a 
more forceful posture on in- 
ternational problems, parti- 
cularly involving Iran and 
Cuba. 

“I think this administration 
has had to stand up on the 
difficult issues — and Cuba 
and Iran are two of them — 
and maybe put the interests 
of the world on our shoul- 
ders, and it would be nice to 
see some of our European 
partners join us in that," he 
said. 

Specifically with regard to 
Iran, Mr. Bums said, “We 
don't believe that the Euro- 
pean policy of a critical dia- 
logue has succeeded in any 
measurable way. 

“We think it's time that the 
Europeans woke up to that 
and joined us in trying to 
isolate a regime in Tehran 
that right now is trying to 
develop a nuclear weapons 
capability, and that we know 
is right now transferring anns- 
to Hizbollah in Lebanon and 
financing other terrorists 
around the world,” be said. 

Kuwait 
defends 
defence 
accords 
with U.S. 

TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Kuwait's Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad A1 Sadoun 
said here Saturday that 
security and defence agree- 
ments between his country 
and the United States were 
needed to /fbO Iraqi 
"threats." 

"Iraq continues to have 
an eye on our territory and 
that's why the accords are 
needed to make U.S. feel 
safe." 'Mr. Sadoun said af- 
ter arriving in Tehran for a 
three-day visit. 

He called for regional 
cooperation to ensure 
security, despite "fun- 
damental" political differ- 
ences. 

“Neither Kuwait nor 
Iran can alone guarantee 
the region's security, so it is 
necessary to cooperate on 
the issue without deceiving 
our people." said Mr. Sa- 
doun. "There may be fun- 
damental differences" be- 
tween the region's coun- 
tries. but "exchanges of 
visits could bring view- 
points closer together," he 1 
said. 

Iranian parliament 
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq 
Nuri, who was welcoming 
Mr. Sadoun at the airport, 
welcomed regional coop- 
eration on security, but 
warned against outside in- 
terference. 

Besides Mr. Nateq Nuri. 
the Kuwaiti official is to 
hold talks with President 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani and Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali Akbar Velayati. 

Iran is fiercely opposed 
to the presence of western, 
notably American, forces 
in the Gulf, where they 
have been stationed since 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. 
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DEMAND FOR END TO SIEGE: Palestinian youth activists hold placards during a protest against the 
Israel closure of the Gaza Strip on. Saturday. Israel imposed the closure in the self-rule area three 
months ago which makes the lives of Palestinians very difficult Residents of the West Bank and the 
Gaza Ship have been staging almost daily demonstrations against the blockade. On Thursday, Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres ordered the closure tightened ahead of the May 29 general eletions in 
Israel (Reuters photo) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tunisian opposition deputy arrested 

TUNIS (R) — An opposition member of the Tunisian 
parliament was arrested on Saturday and charged with 
disclosing secrets to an agent for Libya, judicial sources 
said. The sources said Khemais Cham man, who was 
stripped of his parliamentary immunity six months ago to 
allow his prosecution, was accused of handing over secret 
documents to a Belgian lawyer working for Libya. They 
said Mr. Chammari was charged with giving the lawyer 
documents concerning Mohammad Moada, jailed leader of 
the opposition Movement of Socialist Democrats (MDS) to 
which Mr. Chammari also belongs. Mr. Moada ws sent- 
enced last February to 11 years in jail on charges of having 
secret contacts with Libyan agents and receiving money 
from Tripoli. “Chammari handed to a Belgian lawyer 
secret documents related to the investigation on Moada’s 
case. It appeared thereafter that the (Belgian) lawyer was 
working for a foreign state, i.e. Libya, which was anxious 
to obtain information on the implication of its own agents 
in tb.e Moada. affair," .one source sajcL.The qaraejof the 
Belgian lawyer, .was not, djsdpsed, Mr. . ^funmari, , a 
founding member of the Tunisian Human Rights League 
and a member of the MDS political bureau, was elected to 
parliament in March 1994. 

Egypt to buy U.S. frigates, helicopters 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will buy from the United States 
three frigates and 10 helicopters used for submarine 
detection, the head of Egypt's navy General Ahmad Saber 
Salim, told the daily A1 Ahram on Saturday. Gen. Salim 
said an accord had been reached to provide Egypt with the 
three Perry-class frigates starting in October and the Sh2G 
helicopters in early 1997. The general did not reveal the 
cost of the contract, but said the last warship to be bought 
by Egypt from the U.S. was a Knox-cla^ destroyer. Egypt 
received some S1.2 billion in U.S. military aid every year. 
Gen. Salim made the comments at the close of five days of 
joint naval manoeuvres between Egypt, France and Italy 
off Egypt's Mediterranean coast. Thirteen ships, including 
two submarines, took part in the exercises, which concen- 
trated on subdetection as well as air and sea targeting. 

Egypt to complete repatriation of Libyan pilgrims 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s national carrier will transport on 
Saturday the last of 10,000 Libyan pilgrims back from Saudi 
Arabia to their home country under a U.N. exception to 
the four-year air embargo on Libya. “Egypt Air will 
complete the repatriation of the Libyan pilgrims," whom it 
flew to Saudi Arabia in April for the annual pilgrimage, 
Maher Abdul Menem, an Egypt Air official, told AFP. 
Four flights to Tripoli carrying 1,000 Libyans will finish off 
the 4Q round trips made between Jeddah Saudi Arabia, and 
Tripoli or Benghazi which carried a total of 10,000 pilgrims, 
he said. The U.N. gave Egypt Air for the second year in a 
row an exception to the air embargo imposed on Libya in 
1992 for its refusal to hand over two of citizens accused in 
the 1988 bombing of a Pan Am Jet over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, leaving 270 dead. Despite the permission to 
Egypt Air. Libya defied the ban both this year and last year 
by sending a single Libyan jet foil of pilgrims to Saudi 
Arabia in violation of the embargo. 


Iranian militia mobilises 
for 'anti-vice' campaign 


TEHRAN (AP) — More week-long drive on Sunday. 
than 200,000 members of a The campaign, named the ® ut ® 

state-run volunteer militia "Week for Promoting Virtue but militant group 

have been mobilised for a and Prohibiting Vice," is public order in Germs 

nation-wide drive to stamp aimed at "reviving divine sa »‘ . 
out vice, the official Tehran duties and safeguarding the . About half a millu 

radio reported Saturday. values of the Islamic Revolu- * <IS ' 1 Kurds live in Jj 

The report came amid a non." out of a total Turkish 

tug-of-war between moderate Th'at usually means a tic-n o. some mil 

■and hardline leaders inside crackdown on women violat- The PKK, aiso oa. 
the rating clerical hierarchy. ing the Islamic dress code. Germany, has wage* 
The moderates want to which requires they be co- year guerrilla war ft 

ease the strict Islamic social vexed from head to foot >n nender.ee or autont 

structures and pursue a public and wear no makeup. southeast Turkey in 

pragmatic foreign policy. It also means that so-called more than 19,000 

which includes seeking fore- “Western influences" will be have died- 
ign investment. under attack. Its bloody cam pa! 

But the hardliners, who are Basijis are usually un- often spilled over o 

believed to have lost ground armed in such circumstances, streets of German 

to moderate .. technocrats.. in . but in .the past the govern- where earlier this ye 

reqent parliamentary; -elec-' meat has. been hard, pressed- ^tant Kurds .dashed v 

tions. say that would open to rein them in once theyare 'with German police. 


BONN (R) — Turkish Prime 
V " - Minister Mesut Yilmaz has 

B> v - warned Germany to think 
twice before granting asylum 
to Kurds from Turkey, most 
of whom he said were work- 
s al i n g undercover for the out- 
Jawed Kurdish Labour Party 

1111115 Yilmaz, whose visit to 

Germany prompted protests 
SSSfll by human rights groups over 
Ankara’s treatment of minor- 
SSeS-Y; ity Kurds, denied the Turkish 
authorities discriminated 
against them. 

rVjURi “I told (German) Chancel- 
lor (Helmut) Kohl that he 
B^H must differentiate clearly be- 

tween the separatist, PKK 
and (Turkish) citizens of Kur- 
, dish origin seeking asylum." 

St the Yilmaz told a news confer- 
three ence after meeting Mr. Kohl, 

id the "The majority of them 

craeli (Kurdish asylum seekers 

sraeu Turkev ) have been infil- 

ms in by the PKK and are 

letting themselves be ex- 

ploited by the PKK for poli- 

tical purposes so that they 

SGS can get asylum in Germany^”, 

he said. 

m "The overwhelming major- 
ity of citizens of Kurdish ori- 
r Sunday. Hving here want peace. 

amed the But the pKK ,s 115,1,8 a smal1 ' 
ne Virtue but militant group to disrupt 
Wee," is public order in Germany,” he 
ip rfvine said. 

rcling the About half a million Tur- 
c Revolu- kish Kurds live in Germany 
out of a total Turkish popula- 
neans a tic-n of some 2.2 million, 

en violat- The PKK, also banned in 
ess code. Germany, has waged a 12- 
y be co- year guerrilla war for inde- 

o foot In pender.ee or autonomy in 

makeup, southeast Turkey in which 
so-called more than 19,000 people 

s" will be have di ed- 
its bloody campaign has 

tally un- often spilled over onto the 

instances, streets of German cities, 

s govern-:, where earlier this year mili- 


ment has. been hard, pressed- Ltant Kurds .ektshed- violently 


the* door to’ Westeminflu- 
ence and promote vice. They 
have been trying to whip up 
support to block any changes. 

Tehran Radio "said that 
some 230,000 “Basijis," 
members of a national militia 
formed during the 1980-88 
war with Iraq, will launch the 


let loose'. 

Even men wearing sunglas- 
ses or short-sleeved shirts 
have sometimes been beaten 
up or given verbal warnings 
by Basijis who insist that such 
shirts are immodest and that 
sunglasses smack too much of 
Western decadence. 


Sudan denies report 
of violence in prison 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
A Sudanese police official 
denied on Saturday a news- 
paper report that 95 military 
men jailed for nying to oust 
the government had taken 
control of their prison after 
bloody clashes with its 
guards. 

The official Sudanese news 
agency SUNA quoted police 
spokesman Major-General 
Al Zubeir Ibrahim A1 Zubeir 
as saying the report of the 
prison takeover in the 
privately-owned daily Al Rai 
A1 Akhar newspaper on Fri- 
day was not true. 

The paper had said prison- 
ers and security officers ex- 
changed Are and four prison 
wardens were wounded in the 
clash in Al Duem prison, 
about 200 kilometres south of 
the capital Khartoum. 

Gen. Zubeir said Al Duem 
prison did not hold any milit- 
ary detainees charged with 


involvement in the attempted 
coup. 

He said trouble had broken 
out at the prison on May 10 
when some prisoners refused 
to leave their cells to work. 

“Some of the prisoners 
attempted to open doors, 
they were carrying stick and 
bricks they got from inside 
the prison. When the prison 
guards opened fire, the pris- 
oners seized Captain Ceaser 
Tonga and demanded a meet- 
ing with the responsible per- 
sons,” Gen. Zubeir’s state- 
ment said. 

The stand-off was brought 
to an end after local author- 
ities went to the prison and 
met with representatives of 
the prisoners who told them 
about their grieve nces, he 
added. 

Gen. Zubeir said two peo- 
ple were slightly injured 
when prison guards opened 
fire. 


* .Mf. Yilm?fe said Turkish 
sqqmty forces would - con- 
tinue to fight the PKK. which 
Turkey outlaws as a terrorist 
group, but that Ankara 
would reduce ethnic tension 
by improving economic con- 
ditions in southeast Turkey. 

Mr. Yilmaz made no men- 
tion of the political crisis he 
left at home. His conserva- 
tive government has been 
rocked by corruption charges 
against his coalition partner 
and a constitutional court rul- 
ing that the government’s *, 
vote of confidence was illeg-r'' 
al. 

The Turkish leader, who 
also met president Roman 
Herzog, showed “some 
understanding for foreign cri- 
ticism" when Mr. Herzog 
raised the issue of human 
rights. 

When asked if he knew 
about a reported assassina- 
tions attempt on PKK leader 
Abdullah Oca I an two weeks 
ago, Mr. Yilmaz said he had 
heard about it from press 
reports but denied that Tur- 
kish security forces were in- 
volved. 

About 50 Kurds holding 
back balloons protested 
against Ankara's treatment 
of Kurds and German arms 
sales to Turkey during the 
talks m Bonn’s government 
area, which police sealed off 

leaded* 1 " 132 met German y i 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

7W. 77JUI-I9 

PROGRAMME TWO 

15:00 Cinocn — The FI in stones 

15:30 Bush School 

15:45 Mac and Mutlcy 

lb: 10 Italian Soccer 

,7: « Only 

17:15 La Vic Dcvant Moi 

t 7 -'® Ouc Lc Mcilkur Gagne 

18:00 Magazine — Envoy Special 

1*^0 Lc Journal 

19-.I5 

Magarinc — Sporu cl Mibiquc 

Cinema. Cinema 

20:00 The American Chan Show 
20:45 

The French Prince of Bel-Air 

-1:18 Black’s Magic 

22:0® News in English 

2225 The Bold and the Beautiful 
25:15 Counicrstrikc 

PRAYER TIMES 

W:02 Fajr 

IV:.V (Sunrise t Duha 

12:32 Dhuhr 

16:13 'Air 


19:33 Maghreb 


CHURCHES 

Si. Marv of Nazareth Church 
ndfkh.Tcl. S 10740 
«mblle) of God Church. Tel. 

Joseph Chun* Tel. 62*590. 

■b of the Annunciation Tel. 

.1). 

De la Salle Church Tel. 061757 
Temsancu Church Tel: 622366 
.'Vwch of the Anoundadoo TcL 
023541. 


Angllron Chun* Tel. 652826 
Armenian C a t hoBc Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church TcJ, 
77S2M. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman In te r na tio n al Church TcL 

652526. 

Ev angel ical Lutheran Church Tel: 
S2432S. 

German -speaking EvangeBcai Coo- 

RK«atton Td. 8454S7 

The Latter-Day Sabos Tel. 654932 

Church of Naw tat Td. 67569 1. 

The Evan^fical Local Cbwcfa In 

Amman 

Tel. 81 1295 

En gBsh -apcaklng 

Lmdn Cathodes Parish Td. 614190 

WEATHER 

Bu/fco'n supplied by tbc Depart ■ 
mail of Meteorology. 

Moderate weal be r conditions 
will prevail with icmpcrauica re- 
maining around average and winds 

northwesterly moderate to active. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Mm. /Max. temp. 

Amman 14 / 27 

Aqaba 20/32 

Deserts 13/30 

Jordan Valley 48 / 32 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27. Aqaba 31- Hutmdtcy 
readings: Amman 31 per emu. 
Aqaba 40 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Royal Wings (RW) 
Flights (Marks Airi 


Aqaba (RW) 
Aqaba (RW) 


NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Mufchks Halasch 819220 

Dr. Ruhi Sukkar 856457 

Dr. Ghari Abu Shikhah .... 752405 

Dr. Yousef Al Faqih 79QIW 

Fires pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77S336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Niiiuukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacouh pharmacy 644945 

Shmcsafli pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy (£3672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

RUUD: 

Dr. Ahmad Gana 281484 

Aiquds pharmacy (—1 

ZaRQa; 

Dr. Rivadh Al Ya'eonb 543368 

Khalifch pharmacy 9R5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Gvfl Defence Deportment 661111 
Gvil Defence immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank..................... 775121 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Piihlk Seamy Department 630321 

Hold Cbmplaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints R97467 

Amman Municipality 

Complain is 78711 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance] 121 

Overseas Calls QI0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 II 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elcoridry Authority 

RI56I5 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-533X1 
Oucen Aha Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilcb Maternity . J . Amn. 

64244172 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 


University Hospital 8*5845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 6672278) 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AJ-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 
Army. Marks 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 60224u , 50 
Amal Hospital 607155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hiluu Modem Hospital (09)9909% 
The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 
Surgery - S6S1W 

IRBUh 

Princess Basraa Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Cathode Hospital (02)272275 

(hit Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (031314! II 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied l*y 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tbc Ouccn Alia In * 
tcmational Airport Td. ((XffJZOQ- 
S, where it should ways 6c verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights (Terminal 1 ) 

0&3fl B^ng^ok t ?.J1 

093BO Aqaba (add) I RJ) 

09US Jeddah (RJ) 

0fc55 LaraacaiRjj 

IBriSft Jeddah l add) (RJ) 

I&20 Dhahrac. Riyadh (RJ) 

HfcS5 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

HHI5 Bcinrt(RJ) 

11:15- Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

I&30 London (RJ) 

18:50 London (RJ) 

IfeM Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

1*25 Athens | RJ) 

19:45.... Casablanca. Madrid (RJ) 

10:45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

2to35 Romc(RJ) 

3W0 Vienna (RJ) 

20-JSO Tunis (RJ) 

21:50 Munich (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

H--30 Sanaa (IY) 

13:40 Sturiqah. Bahrain (GFl 

ISM Doha (07) 

1S-J0 Moscow (SU) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21=20 Cairo (MS) 

00-JO Istanbul (TK) 

OMR London. Beirut (BA) 

®2£5 Amsterdam (KL) 


DEPARTURES 
Poyal Jordanian (RJ) 
F'ights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

222 -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

< a dd)(RJ) 

Aqaba- Pam (add) (RJ) 

Aqaba (add) (RJ). 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

jUw Dhabi. Hayiai. (addj (Rj) 

Vienna (Rj) 

SJS Munich (RJ) 

fell;;;; Tunis (RJ) 

1J30 Amsterfam.bimv YwK(RJ) 

2«!j! JwMsrtllRJ) 

21- J5 "■■■■' • Cairo (Rj) 

5:5 New Delhi (RJ) 

feS — Jeddah (RJ) 

5^.K(S| 

Abu Dhabi. Dabai (RJ) 

23*5 ; V RJ I 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Other flights (Terminal 3) 

So";;; SanufME) 

I4c30 (IY) 

16HM .. IGF) 

ims . °® hil (07) 

22- 10 Moscow (SU) 


Royal Wings (RW) ' 
Rights (Marka Airport) 

0k30 

Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

* Aqaba (RW1 

Amman (QAA) (RW) 

Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

™az Railway train 

Pep- Macro- ftQ0a.ui. every Monday 
■ Uim—job 5KMn.ni. every Monday 

Dvj-Dimmcm 7:3da.m. evert SmSy 
.Amcasa.... SKJOpjn. every Sunday 

•market prices 

Uppcmowcr price in Rb per kg. 

tSL rr:. vls 

(Mukamoiarj 520520 

Sfc::::;:;: “K 

1W 110 

G^* 8118 220/140 

^<ssi=rSS' 

«Siir n ’. 

imSw. 



te. (w r.L;;; 

Suing Boms 340/250 

Tomato "' 

wa«em Melon jgo/no 
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Ministry seeks solution to traffic problems in Aqaba I Maaii buries seven 


AQABA (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Public Works is 
considering a drastic solu- 
tion to the transportation 
problem in the Aqaba 
region and a local engineer- 
ing firm Daral Handasah 
has made proposals for the 
construction of a commer- 
cial road for truck traffic, 
according to Minister of 
public Works and Housing 
Abdul Hadi Majali Satur- 
day. 

Mir. Majali who is on a 
visit to the port city, said 
(bat among the proposals, 
Daral Handasah has sug- 
gested a four-lane trade 
road through the Shallaleh 
district in Aqaba which 
would pose no real danger 
to the environment and the 
■ tourism industry and would 
not affect pedestrian move- 
ment 

Speaking at a meeting 
with local officials and 
heads of municipal coun- 
cils, Mr. Majali said the 
ministry was also proceed- 
ing with plans to modernise 
and improve the road 
around Aqaba used by com- 
mercial tracks by creating 
several diversions to avoid 
steep slopes. 

The ministry is cooperat- 
ing with the Jordanian Geo- 
graphic Centre which is 
providing land surveyors 
and is helping in opening an 
international road that starts 
from Rashadieh in the 
Qweireh district, through 
the Disi basin and connect- 



killed in road accident 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Funeral 
services Saturday were held 
for seven workers at the 
Shidieh Phosphate Mine 
who were killed in a road 
accident dining a severe 
sandstorm on Friday. The 
accident occurred 25 kilo- 
metres south of Maan. 

Reports in the local press 
Saturday said that the acci- 
dent occurred at noon Fri- 
day dnrino a sandstorm 
which at times caused poor 
visibility in many parts of 
southern Jordan. 

A motorist told the Jordan 
Times that driving condi- 
tions were extremely haz- 
ardous. 

“We were on the Desert 
Highway intending to go to 
Wadi Rum, when suddenly 
this sandstorm hit, and it 
became increasingly diffi- 


cult to see the road in front 
of us. Finally, visibility 
was nil, and we decided to 

‘We were on the Desert 
Highway intending to 
go to Wadi Rum, when 
suddenly this sandstorm 
hit, ana it became 
increasingly difficult to 
see the road in front of 
us. Finally, visibility 
was nil and we decided 
to turn back and head 
for Amman.' 


turn back and head for 
Amman," said Colette Fla- 
herty. a U.S. tourist. 

Quoting a spokesman for 
the Civil Defence Depart- 
ment news reports said that 
the a bus driven by Saud 
Shaker Mohammad, a 


Saudi Arabian national, hit 
a private car driven by 
Yassin Mohamid from Jor- 
dan while Mr. Mahamid 
was parked on the right- 
hand side of the road. The 
impact pushed the parked 
vehicle over the edge of a 
precipice, and the car burst 
into flames. 

All seven occupants in 
the car were killed. 

Press reports Saturday 
also said that the Civil 
Defence Department offi- 
cers in Tafileh Govemorate 
in southern Jordan extin- 
guished a major blaze 
which swept through 
woods close to the Dana 
Wildlife Reserve. 

They said Rashadieh 
Cement Factory workers 
and local residents helped 
in putting out the blaze. 


Ministry of Public Works and Housing employees work on a road construction site in 


ing with the Mudawara- 
Maan road. 

At the same time the min- 
istry plans to set up several 
employee housing projects 
and a provident fund which 
would help the personnel 
save for the housing nnits. 
The mortgages would be 


paid over 25 to 30 years. 

At the outset of the meet- 
ing, Aqaba Governor Salem 
Turk reviewed the most 
pressing demands on roads 
within the govemorate, 
■ especially the roads for 
tracks at the entrance to and 
around the city of Aqaba. 


He also presented 
requests by local councils 
urging the ministry to con- 
struct pedestrian tunnels 
and bridges in Qweireh and 
Hamimeh and to asphalt the 
roads in Qweireh district 
and in Wadi Araba to help 
solve truck traffic conges- 


southem Jordan (file photo) 

tion in the region. 

Mr. Majali earlier marie, a 
roar of the roads used by 
commercial traffic and vis- 
ited the Wadi Araba cross- 
ing point. He said die min- 
istry was planning to set up 
tourist facilities at the 
crossing. 


EU partnership talks proceed; accord 
to be signed after next round — envoy 


TCC’s $175m plan to meet I National conference 
Jordan’s communication needs to discuss future 
for 30 years, says official development plans 


By Iyad Waqfi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a bid to meet tire coun- 
try’s increasing demand for telephone 
services the Telecommunications Corpo- 
7 P r iiS ion (TCC) is imple men ting an ambi- 
.tious plan estimated tp cost $175 million 
over the next three'.years to create an 
additional 440,000' 


new telephone lines, open die way for more tele- 

according to TCC 'TUp pxistino phone lines to be installed at 

Director General yjnnnri • v the Wadi Seer, Abdalli and 

Walid Dweik. j4U,UUU SlX-Cll git Sweileh telephone 

He told a press con- tpJpnhnnp Mint- exchanges, be added, 
ference that the plan r , The seven -digit system 


starting May 25. Jordan's Independence 
Day anniversary, and as part of the king- 
dom's celebrations of the occasion, 
according to Mr Dweik. 

He said the Tla A1 Ali district's 30,000 
lines in addition to 4300 lines in Bassa, 
Bader and Dabouk districts arouDd 
Amman will all be affected by the 
change. 

The initial change will 

open die way for more tele- 

yjo phone lines to be installed at 

o *• the Wadi Seer, Abdalli and 


ference that the plan V' *' . , * J 

would meet the King- t?eVS Will grOuU - 

dom’s coranuniMtion a //y Jyg convert- 
needs for at least 30 

years. ed to a seven- 

34 o!ooo digit system over 

six-digit telephone tWO yCQTS . 
numbers will gradual- 
ly be converted to a 

seven-digit system over two years, 59,000, Irl 
according to Mr. Dweik who said the J crash 700 
seven-digit system first be introduced in tion the T< 
the Tla A1 Ali district of Amman. telephone c 

The main reason for the change is to ty to 40, 0C 
allow for an increase in the number of Mr. Dwc 
subscribers to the TCC telephone service, new buildi 
said Mr. Dweik adding that the move to will be set 
seven digits was taken upon the recom- million, an 
mendation of a team of experts . will be laid 

The seven-digit system will be in force a cost of ne 


, The seven -digit system 
VCIClll- will be applied to the 8,980 

Vert- ^ oes “ Mafraq Gover- 

norate in June, according to 
eft- Mr. DWeik. 

Yl OVer Referring to the expansion 
w plans, he said Amman Gov- 

ern orate will acquire an 
additional 145,000 lines, 

Madaba, 13 000, Zaraa, 

59,000, Irbid 55 000, Ajloun 9.000. 
Jerash 7000, Balqa 12,000, and in addi- 
tion the TCC will develop the Abdalli 
telephone exchanges to boost its capaci- 
ty to 40,000 lines. 

Mr. Dweik said that under the plan 21 
new buildings for the main exchanges 
will be set up at an overall cost of JD 14 
million, and 3,500 kilometres of cables 
will be laid and telephone posts erected at 
a cost of nearly $60 million. 


BALLET 

• Ballet performance at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8 p -m. 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

• Italian film “Caro Diario” at Prince Hassan Auditorium, University of Jordan at 8 p.m. 

CONCERT 

• Musical perfor mance by Iraqi band Somer at Darat AI Fumra, Jabal Weibdeh at 8 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

• Ceramics exhibition at Al Baidar Hall of Kan Zaman , until May 21. 

• Bani Hamida annual spring exhibition “Visions" (including new rags), until May 26. 

• Works from the collection of Musa del Gradaba Espanol contemporaneo-Marbella 
‘Tram Picasso to our Present Days” ar Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until June 6. 

Exhibition of metal-made furniture by Salim Bandak at the Jordan Design and 
trade Centre of Noor Al Hussein Foundation, until May 31. 

• Stamps exhibition by Musa Dabbas at Al Hashimiya Library, until May 20. 

•Annual Spring Exhibition a the Jordan River Design entitled “New Beginnings,” 
until May 23. 

• Recent works by Ayysd Al Niroer at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until June 1 2. 

• Exhibition of Photos of French artists and books by Yvan Poramaux and Crist ophe 
Besse at the French Culutral Centre in Jabal Weibdeh until May 31. 


development plans 

AMMAN (Petra) — “Planning for Jordan To the Year 
2020” is the title of a three-day seminar opening 
today at the Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. 

A statement by the organisers, the Amman Munici- 
pality. the Royal Jordanian Geographic Centre and 
the Higher Council for Science and Technology, sairi 
Saturday the meeting will review Jordan’? plans to 
develop the Kingdom to the year 2020. 

The participants will exchange views on regional 
planning, development schemes and the employment 
of advanced technology in analysing data in the 
course of canying out these schemes, said the state- 
ment 

The meeting, which will revolve around five main 
topics, is expected to yield ideas designed to ensure 
sustainable development, create opportunities for 
coordination and cooperation among the concerned 
authorities and create an integrated data base to help 
comprehensive planning for Jordan until the year 
2020. 

According to the statement, the first topic: regional 
information and planning is covered by six working 
papers, the second: planning and development, is 
covered by five other papers dealing with tourism in 
Jordan among others. 

The third: regional planning and transport, which 
is covered by seven papers is mainly focusing on the 
development of Aqaba region and the Jordan Rift 
Valley. 

The fourth, entitled lands and infrastructure is cov- 
ered by another five papers and discusses among 
other things the development of Jordanian badia. 

The fifth topic revolves around water and the envi- 
ronment. . 

Working papers on this issue cover the use of water 
and the treatment of waste water for agriculture. 

Singapore seeks to expand ties ■ 

(Continued from page 1) 1 One of the key areas 

where Jordan could take ad- 
process.... since stability in vantage of Singapore's expe- 
the Middle East is important rience is tourism, which is 
not only for Jordan but the emerging as one of the key 
entire international commu- sectors of the Kingdom's 
nity," he added. economy. 

Mr. Jayakumar, who si a country of 

served u hu coanuy s per- ™ ^ a 

manent delegate to the United do me »ic preduci of 

Nations in the early 70s. said bj]| around 

he expected numerous av- mi|lj011 10uriJB jn 

enues ofcoo^ranon b^n |99J |ncome from [ourism 
countries in the M'ddle East accounteli for about ,5 per 
and South-East As.a to open of , he GD p, sa 7 d 

up m_.he next five to 10 Singaporea „ Ambassador [0 

- , Jordan V.D.K. Rajan. who is 

He referred to the expected . . . r . J 

.u a _*u resident in Cairo, 

progress in the Arab-lsraeli 

peace process that would help The ambassador said con- 
the countries of the Middle sultations were are underway 
East and allow them to inter- between Jordan and 
act more strongly with the Singapore for cooperation in 
"countries of our part of the tourism, with particularly fo- 
world which are poised for cus on the administrative 
tremendous economic trans- side. 

formation." 

While acknowledging T \ h 

that there are differences in 

the backgrounds and histories (Continued from page 1) 
of Singapore and Jordan, Mr. 

Jayakumar also poinied out “The government's hesita- 
ihat the two countries also tion and procrastination in 
had similarities in terms of fighting corruption and bring- 
sizes, population and the ing the corruption files to 
quesi for economic develop- court stir doubts among 
menL Jordanians,” the statement 

"Singapore can be viewed said. “There is a general feel- 
as the gateway to the coun- mg among the public that a 
tries" in South East Asia, he lot of damage has been done 
said, in an implicit reference, and is still being done. Never- 
to Jordan's role as a gateway theless, the citizens have not 
to the Middle EasL government is 


BRUSSELS (Petra) — Negotiations on a Jordan's prod' 
Jordan! an-European partnership are pro- rentiy exempt 
ceeding accordingly and a fifth round of duty, 
discussions will be held soon followed by Jordan seek 
the signing of a agreement, according to Union’s role ii 
Omar Natheef, chargd d'affaires at the Jor- the European: 
daman embassy in Bras- 

“in seeking dm partner- Jordan is aimin S to 
ship agreement. Jordan is Secure assistance 

“1 from Europe to carry 

its socio-economic and OUt its SOCiO-eCOnOJTl- 

CtdchfttraS ic and political 

help secure a just and com- development plans 

in turn will 

said here Saturday. help Secure G jUSt 

period’ 3 '^ XTS. e md comprehensive 
signing of the agreement peace in the Middle 
during which Jordanian Past 

industries will he upgraded . _ - - ‘ 

to compete with European 

industries after the creation of the free trade financial, cult) 
zone between the two sides, according to Last March, 
the embassy official. wan Muasber 

The transitional, .period, . be. . added, pean Union ag 
requires that all customs barriers be- gradu^ • -agricultural < 
ally removed except for a Suited number duty in line i 
of industrial and agricu anal products, programme w 
according to Mr. Natheef, who noted that 


Jordan's products sold to Europe are cur- 
rently exempt from 30 per cent of customs 
duty. 

Jordan seeks to promote the European 
Union’s role in the Middle East and enable 
the Europeans to contribute to regional 
projects, added the offi- 

■ min 8 ^ d & 3,5 0 a ^ 

tance meeting will be held in 
0 rnrrv B™ sse “ on Monday and 
" * attended by senior officials 

t-econom- from Europe and the Mid- 
}qq] die Eastern countries, 

c including Jordan, as a fol- 

t plans low up to and by way of 
72 will implementing the 

Barcelona Declaration of 
G jUSt December 1995 concerning 

hensive political 

? Middle The Barcelona Declara- 
tion called for closer Euro- 
Arab cooperation in politi- 
cal. security, economic, 
financial, cultural and humanitarian fields. 

Last March, Minister of Information Mar- 
wan Muasber told journalists that the Euro- 
pean Union agreed to exempt 82 Jordanian 
agricultural commodities from customs 
doty in line with a European partnership 
programme with Mediterrane' retries. 


Arab League panel to re 
education programmes 
occupied territories 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Education Munther 
Al Masri Saturday opened 
at the Palestinian Affairs 
Department a meeting of an 
Arab League committee in 
charge of educational pro- 
grammes directed at Arab 
students in the Israeli-occu- 
pied territories. 

Delegations representing 
Jordan, Syria, Egypt, 
Lebanon, Palestine, the 
Arab League Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 


Mr. Jayakumar, who ar-( 
rived here early Saturday and 
.paid a flying visit to Petra. 

J met with Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Khaled 
Madaha Saturday evening 
ahead of today's meeting, 
which includes a symposium 
and then a lunch hosted by 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

Mr. Jayakumar. a post- 
graduate in law from Yale Law 
School in the U.S.. has been 
a member of the Singapore 
parliament since 1990. He 
served as minister of labour 
and minister of law and min- 
ister of home affairs between 
1981 and 1994, when he was 
named minister of foreign af- 
fairs while also retaining the 
law portfolio. 

He has authored three 
books and numerous articles 
on constitutional law. inter- 
national law and legal educa- 
tion. 

serious enough in fighting 
corruption.” 

The statement also called 
on the government to stop 
calling for change in Iraq 
under the “pretext of lack of 
democracy and political plur- 
alism.” 

“All these issues are of 
paramount importance to onrajj 
people as we view them in the” 
Islamic Action Front, and 
dealing with them with 
seriousness mil bridge the 
gaps and give the government 
more credibility," the state- 
ment said. 


Organisation (ALESCO) 
and the Arab League Radio 
Association are taking part 
in the committee’s works. 

The committee members 
will discuss reports pre- 
pared by the participating 
delegation as well as a 
report prepared by the Arab 
League general secretariat 
on means of following up 
earlier recommendations by 
tbe committee. 

Also to be discussed at 
tbe week-long meeting will 


be reports on :he *- s 
of educational • cs 
beamed by Arab r. sta- 

tions, production issues, 
exchanging radio pro- 
grammes by participating 
countries and financial and 
technical support for these 
programmes. 

The Jordanian delegation 
to the meeting is headed by 
director of Education at the 
Palestinian Affairs De pan- 
mem Yousef Urabi. 


Princess Taghreed opens bazaar 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Princess Taghreed Moham- 
mad, the honorary president of the Marj Al Hamam 
Women's Society, Saturday opened the society’s fourth 
bazaar held to mark the Kingdom's independence day. 
The three-day bazaar includes embroideries, clothes, 
rugs, handicrafts, paintings, ceramic works, leather bags 
and other items produced by society members. The 
society, established in 1986, has 150 members. 

Jordan to attend solar energy meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in a Mediter- 
ranean ministerial meeting on solar energy due to open 
in Malta Thursday. Jordan's delegation to the meeting, 
scheduled to leave today, will be headed by Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources Hashem Dabbas and will 
include as members Director of the Renewable Energy 
Department Shaher Zu’mot and the Royal Scientific 
Society’s (RSS) Mahmoud Humeis and Malek Kabariti. 
Tbe meeting will discuss national renewable energy pro- 
jects in tbe participating states and means of financing 
them. 

Spanish experts to train on 
document preservation 


Of Spanish specialists in 
maintaining and preserving documents and manuscripts 
will arrive in Amman today on a week-long visit to Jor- 
dan. During their stay, the team members will conduct 
a training course for workers at the National Library on 
keeping manuscripts and documents. 


I 




4 World News 

Yeltsin seeks accord with 
rivals before June poll 


Jordan Times, Sunday, May 19, 1996 


Boris Yeltsin 

May 9-14 
27.7 

April 10-20 
20.7 

Gennady Zyuganov 

193 

19.8 

Grigory Yavlinsky 

9.2 

63 

Alexander Lebed 

S3 

4.7 

Vladimir Zhirinovsky 

43 

43 

Svyatoslav Fyodorov 

33 

33 


KRASNOYARSK. Russia (R) — President Boris Yeltsin, a market economy also met i 
looking for support in Russia's June 16 presidential poll, agency said former Acting 
promised Saturday to seek accord with his main liberal urged his fellow reformers u 
rival, but admitted’ progress was slow. round. 

“I am ready to unite with anyone." Mr. Yeltsin told a rally “We will vote for the noi 
of 2.000 supporters in the Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk. Russia and today that chanc 
“I am ready to form a coalition govemmeni...The task is Mr. Gaidar said, describinj 
not to let those who do not want reform seize power.” alternative to a Communist 

Mr. Yeltsin said he was in talks with liberal economist He predicted economic 
Grigory Yavlinsky, but that his rival was playing hard to Zyuganov came to power. “ 
get. " result of the Communists o 

“1 offered him a post of first deputy prime minister in the rouble would stop beinj 
charge of reform, which is his main platform, his beloved be shortages and the prices c 
child, but he wants the job of prime minister. His pride does he said, 
not allow him to accept it (the deputy 1 premiership),” Mr. Other members of the refo 
Yeltsin said. of Russia have said they can 

Mr. Yeltsin. 65. views his campaign for reelection as a of his bloody campaign inth 
crusade against the Communists who have led opinion polls Chechenya. 
for months. Mr. Yeltsin sent troops 

But the Russian leader has been gaining ground in most December 1994 to crush an 
polls in the last few weeks, buoyed by a series of campaign Meanwhile an opinion po 
promises, including one Friday to scrap Russia's deeply the English-language newsj 
unpopular military conscription. Russia's presidential electii 

One poll published Friday put the Russian leader four per- ahead of his Communist riv; 
cert cage points ahead of his Communist rival Gennady The polk conducted by 
Zyuganov, who is winning support mostly from national- Social Research (CESS!) t 
ists.'the elderly and from those who lost out from painful asked 1.05S Russian voters 1 
economic reforms. the June 16 presidential ele 

But a second survey — from an organisation traditionally Moscow Times Saturday, 
out of line with other pollsters — predicted Mr. Zyuganov A total of 27.7 per cent oi 
would win up to 42 per cent of votes and Mr. Yeltsin 27 per back Mr. Yeltsin, compared ■ 
cent. ed to support Mr. Zyuganov. 

Opinion polls have a poor track record in Russia, where ers polled said they had not 
people have a long tradition of saying what they think the Mr. Yeltsin has been maki 
authorities want them to hear, rather than what they believe, last week, helped by a series 
The June 16 poll is the first presidential election since the but this was his widest lead 
Soviet Union fell apart. If no candidate wins an overall CESSI said 43 per cent ol 
majority in the first round of voting, a second will be Yeltsin in a second-round \ 
held, probably on July 7 or possibly on July 14. who were ready to back Mr. 

The head of the Central Electoral Commission told a The institute issued the fol 
news conference the June 16 turnout could be up to 80 per 

cent. M 

“My prediction is an 80 per cent turnout. My dream is 85 Boris Yeltsin 
per cent.” Nikolai Ryabov said. Gennady Zyuganov 

Communist leaders held a closed meeting in a Moscow Grigory Yavlinsky 
suburb Saturday, but Interfax News Agency said discus- Alexander Lebed 
sions were “mostly technical”. Vladimir Zhirinovsky 

The liberal reformers who launched Russia on the road to Svyatoslav Fyodorov 

Yeltsin says he alone can 
stop war in Chechenya 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian President came, "it can only be seen like this — an 
Boris Yeltsin said Saturday that he alone inspection visit by the commander in chief 
‘•'can-stop the--L7-month war in Chechenya of occupying forces on occupied Chechen 
and reaffirmed his intention to visit the dev- territory.” — : 

astaied breakaway republic to start peace A Chechen separatist leader said Friday 
talk* . Mr. Yeltsin wl I be risking his life if he car- 

"b r * one except me will solve the ries out a pre-election promise to visit 
Che :!*en problem,” Mr. Yeltsin was quoted Chechenya. 

by .*• .. News Agency as saying during The warning came as rebel spokesman 

an e i campaign trip to Krasnoyarsk in Movladi Udugov said the separatists were 

Sibe giving up defending towns and territory and 

Hr uc would go to Chechenya to "sit switching from frontal engagements to a 
the •• *- puties at the negotiating table.” behind-the-lines guerrilla war of attrition. 

*»•(. ’ .linister Anatoly Kulikov and Mr. Yandarbiyev told NTV television he 
other officials have warned Mr. Yeltsin did not plan a retaliatory strike, 
lhai it i> too dangerous to go to Chechenya, Earlier this week, rebels said they had 
where rebels can infiltrate and attack the orders not to attack Mr. Yeltsin while accus- 
^e.st defended Russian positions. ing some Russian forces, anxious to pro- 

!i.e is a risk,” Mr. Yeltsin said. long a war many have found profitable, of 
. . goes ahead, the trip will be Mr. having their own plan to assassinate the 
Ye . first to Chechenya since he Russian leader. 

ordered a massive military assault in The president of Kazakhstan, named by 
December 1994 to try to crush the indepen- the separatists as an acceptable imermedi- 
dence uprising. It would come less than a ary in peace talks, said Mr. Yeltsin ought to 
month before the June 16 presidential elec- use the trip to meet Chechen commanders 
tions. ^ face to face. 

Mr. Yeltsin has proposed talks involving Nursultan Nazarbayev, in Moscow for 
his representatives, the Russian-installed Friday’s summit of former Soviet states, 
Chechen government and the separatist told NTV' there was no point in just making 
leadership. The rebels however have reject- a flying visit to the region, 
ed any talks involving the pro-Russian gov- There is no word on when the Russian 
eminent, saying it is illegitimate. president may go. His opponents dismiss 

On Friday, Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev. who the idea as a campaign stunt, 
took over as separatist president after the However, there have been signs that 
death last month of Dzhokhar Dudayev, peace talks, broken off last autumn, could 
apparently in a Russian guided missile be drawing nearer despite the hardline 
attack, said that "the Chechen side is not secessionist stance of Mr. Yandarbiyev. 
planning special operations" against Mr. Russia is ready to grant Chechenya special 
Yeltsin. status that stops short of Full independence. 

“But giving guarantees is useless." he Russian Nationalities Minister 
added in the interview with NTV television Vyacheslav Mikhailov, who said this week 
from a secret location in the tiny Caucasus he expected contacts with the rebels before 
republic, where separatist forces have been the end of the month, is expected in the 
fighting the Russian army. regional capital Grozny soon. Interfax quot- 

"Conceming the right or desire of any ed a local government source as saying. 
Chechen to avenge the death of his presi- The source said he may seek contacts 
dent, then this right cannot be taken away with Chechen rebel Chief of Staff Aslan 
by anyone," he said. Maskhadov, seen by Moscow as a moder- 

Mr. Yandarbivev said that if Mr. Yeltsin ate. 


a market economy also met Saturday and ITAR-TASS news 
agency said former Acting Prime Minister Yegor Gaidar 
urged his fellow reformers to support Mr. Yeltsin in the first 
round. 

“We will vote for the normal, civilised development of 
Russia and today that chance is linked to a Yeltsin victory.” 
Mr. Gaidar said, describing Mr. Yeltsin as the only real 
alternative to a Communist comeback. 

He predicted economic problems for Russia if Mr. 
Zyuganov came to power. “I am sure that the unavoidable 
result of the Communists coming to power would be that 
the rouble would stop being convertible, that there would 
be shortages and the prices of consumer goods would rise,” 
he said. 

Other members of the reformist party Democratic Choice 
of Russia have said they cannot support Mr. Yeltsin because 
of his bloody campaign in the separatist Caucasus region of 
Chechenya. 

Mr. Yeltsin sent troops into the Caucasus region in 
December 1994 to crush an independence bid. 

Meanwhile an opinion poll commissioned by CNN and 
the English-language newspaper Moscow Times ahead of 
Russia's presidential election put President Yeltsin well 
ahead of his Communist rival Saturday. 

The poll, conducted by the Institute for Comparative 
Social Research (CESSI) between May 9 and May 14, 
asked 1,058 Russian voters who they planned to support in 
the June (6 presidential election. It was published in (he 
Moscow Times Saturday. 

A total of 27.7 per cent of those polled said they would 
back Mr. Yeltsin, compared with 19.3 per cent who expect- 
ed to support Mr. Zyuganov. But almost 20 per cent of vot- 
ers polled said they had not yet made up their minds. 

Mr. Yeltsin has been making up ground in opinion polls 
last week, helped by a series of populist campaign pledges, 
but this was his widest lead in the opinion polls so far. 

CESSI said 43 per cent of those polled would back Mr. 
Yeltsin in a second-round vote, compared to 27 per cent 
who were ready to back Mr. Zyuganov. 

The institute issued the following figures (in per cent) 


U.S. sub, ship collide off Norfolk 


NORFOLK, VA (R) — A U.S. Navy nuc- 
lear-powered attack submarine and a Saudi 
Arabian merchant ship collided in the At- 
lantic off Norfolk Friday but there were no 
injuries in the accident, the navy said. 

It was the latest in a spate of navy acci- 
dents this year, including crashes of several 
F-14 fighter jets. It occurred a day after 
Navy Chief of Operations Adm. Jeremy 
"Mike” Boorda shot and killed himself in 
Washington in a controversy over Vietnam 
War ribbons that he wore. 

The collision at 9:24 a.m. edt (1324 
GMT) about 32 kilometres offshore dam- 
aged a control plane and the rudder of the 
submarine USS Jacksonville, which headed 
for port at the Norfolk Navy Shipyard under 
its own power, the navy said. 

The 657-foot 200 metres Saudi Arabian 
flag merchant ship Saudi Makah was 
steaming out of Norfolk as the submarine 
was coming in when the collision occurred. 
The merchant ship suffered some hull dam- 
age and was reported to be leaking but the 
navy said it did not seek assistant. 

Lt. Ron Hill, a spokesman at U.S. Atlantic 


Fleet Headquarters in Norfolk, said the 
Jacksonville, a Los Angeles class attack 
sub. was on the surface at the time of the 
dayligm incident. 

While one wing-tike control plane on the 
right side of the sub was damaged. Lt. Hill 
said, there were no reports of internal water 
leakage or damage to the nuclear power 
plant of the Jacksonville. 

"The navy will conduct an investigation 
to determine the cause of the collision,” the 
commander of U.S. Atlantic Fleet Sub- 
marine Forces said in a release. 

Submarines, members of the navy’s so- 
called "silent service” because they remain 
hidden underwater most of the time, do not 
often make news. Attack subs are designed 
for a number of missions after the cold war. 
including bunting other submarines and 
surface ships or spying and launching 
cruise missiles against land and sea targets. 

In April 1994. the navy- relieved the com- 
mander of the nuclear-powered submarine 
Jefferson City after the sub hit the Pacific 
Ocean floor off southern California and suf- 
fered an estimated $700,000 in damage. 


London, 
Moscow say 
spy affair 
over after 
expulsion 

LONDON (R) — Britain 
and Russia have moved 
quickly to put a spy affair 
behind them and restore 
cordial diplomatic relations 
after a “tit-for-tat" expul- 
sion of embassy staff Fri- 
day revived memories of 
cold war hostilities. 

Britain ordered four Rus- 
sian diplomats to leave 
London after being in- 
formed that four staff at the 
British embassy in Mos- 
cow were being expelled in 
the spying row. 

The Russians have two 
weeks to leave Britain, 
while the Britons were 
expected to leave Moscow 
this weekend. 

But both governments 
want that to be the end of 
the matter. 

Russia's Interfax News 
Agency quored an un- 
named senior Russian Fo- 
reign Ministry official as 
saying “this sort of thing 
happens even between 
friends”. 

“Moscow's tine is that 
this incident will not affect 
the dynamically develop- 
ing partnership with Bri- 
tain. As we understand it, 
similar views are held in 
London,” the top-ranking 
official said. 

The tone of the British 
reaction was much more 
restrained than when the 
affair broke earlier this 
month, after Moscow 
threatened to expel nine : 
British diplomats alleged 
to have links with a Rus- 
sian Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial. 

“We deprecate their ac- 
tion which is redolent of 
cold war behaviour." one 
British diplomatic source 
said then. 

On Friday Deputy Prime 
Minister Michael Hesletine 
said the Foreign Office had 
persuaded the Russians 
“that they were going well 
over the top". 

"It would have been bet- 
ter if they didn't actually 
act at all, but if they've de- 
cided to do it. well, we've 
seen these things happen 
before, they’re regrettable, 
but the world doesn't come 
to an end,” Mr. Heseltine 
rold BBC Television. 

Diplomatic sources said 
they believed two of the 
diplomats being expelled 
from Moscow had been 
due to leave this summer. 
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Miss Venezuela, Alicia Machado smiles after winning the 1996 Miss. Universe 
crown Saturday. Miss. Machado, a model and first-year law and second-year busi- 
ness administration student will reign as the 4th Miss. Universe from Venezuela. 
First runner-up is Miss Aruba. Taryn ManselL Crowning Miss. Machado is Miss. 
Universe 1995, Chelsi Smith (Reuter photo) 

Miss. Venezuela becomes Miss. Universe 

LAS VEGAS (R) — Miss. 

Venezuela, Alicia 

Machado, 19. won the 
1996 Miss. Universe 
crown Friday, becoming 
the third woman from Ve- 
nezuela to win the coveted 
award. 

Miss. Machado, who is 
studying law and business, 
beat delegates from 80 dif- 
ferent countries to capture 
the crown. 

Aruba's Taryn Marsell, 

19. was first runner-up and 
Miss Finland. ' Lola 
Odusoga. ‘18, ; was second 
runner-up at the glitzy 
pageant held at the Alad- 
din Theatre on the famous 
Las Vegas strip. 

Miss. Machado, who told 
judges she would rather be 
smart than rich and beauti- 
ful. was crowned by 1995 
Miss. Universe Chelsi 
Smith of Texas. 

Asked what she planned 
to do on her first day as 
Miss. Universe, Miss. 

Machado said: “Some- 
thing I haven’t been able to 
do in three weeks: Eat, eat. 
eat and sleep." 

The daughter of a toy 
store owner in Maracay, 

Venezuela Miss. Macha- 

uedbralns o^ei^ beauty.^" ^ AUcia Machado, 19, reacts after being 

3 named Miss. Universe 1996 at the Aladdin Theatre of 

“When you’re smart you ? erfon ^ g “Las Vegas. Miss Aruba, 

can develop into being T ? l ? n l M* 1 ** 11 «ngkM ™ fi rst runner-up (Reuter 
many ocher things," she p " oto> 

sa id. around the world. India. Vanessa Guzman of 

The 45th annual Miss. Other top finalists inc- Mexico. Natali Sacco of 
Universe pageant was luded Miss. USA, Ali Lan- Peru, Ilmira Shamsutdi- 
broadcast by CBS-TV to dry. Milena Mayorga of El nova of Russia and Annika 
600 million viewers Salvador, Sandhva Chib of Duck-Mart nf r. 



around the world. 

Other top finalists inc- 
luded Miss. USA, Ali Lan- 
dry. Milena Mayorga of El 
Salvador. Sandhya Chib of 


India. Vanessa Guzman of 
Mexico. Natali Sacco of 
Peru, Ilmira Shamsutdi- 
nova of Russia and Annika 
Duck-Mark of Sweden. 


Kwangju mourns dead, students call 
for U.S. apology, death to Chun, Roh 


KWANGJU, South Korea (AFP l — This 
city mourned its dead Saturday as thou- 
sands of students in Seoul called for the 
deaths of two ex-presidents and an apology 
from Washington for the 1980 Kwangju 
massacre by martial law troops. 

Hundreds of Kwangju residents and stu- 
dents streamed out of the city to the 
Mangwol Hillside Cemetery, burial place of 
many of the 200 massacre victims. 

Altars were set up and Confucian priests 
chanted prayers. 

Elderly women in white, the mothers of 
students killed on May 18. 1980. when 
Kwangju rose up against the extension of 
martial law, wept and hugged black-bound 
portraits of their sons, an AFP photograph- 
er said. 

Some 5,000 of them later rallied, singing 
protest songs, in downtown Keum Nam 
Street, the heart of violence when hardened 
combat troops moved into Kwangju to 
crush the uprising. 

In Seoul some 20.000 to 30,000 students, 
shouting “U.S. apologize!” and “kill the 
murderers!” marched down central Chong- 
No Street. 

The protestors tried to march from down- 
town Chong-No Street to the U.S. embassy 
about one kilometre away, but were blocked 
by lines of shield-bearing riot police, and 
headed instead for Myongdong Cathedral' 
AFP reporters said. 

There were no immediate reports of vio- 
lence. 

Radical students, who Friday attacked the 


U.S. Cultural Centre in Kwangju, charge 
that the U.S. command in South Korea con- 
doned the South Korean martial law com- 
mand’s decision to send combat troop-; to 
Kwangju. 

The Seoul demonstrators called for the 
death sentence for former Presidents Roh 
Tae- Woo, 64. and Chun Doo-Hwan. 65, 
currently jailed and facing trial in connec- 
tion with the coup that brought Chun to 
power in 1979 and the massacre. 

Mr. Chun, in court, has said the govern- 
ment at the time had no alternative but to 
put down the uprising because of the threat 
from Communist North Korea. 

He has denied prosecutors' charges that 
he gave the troops orders to open fire on the 
massed demonstrators who durincr the 
uprising seized arms and took over cir^ hall 
S they had the neh, to defend 

President Kim Young- 
Sam. the country s first dissident-turned- 
president, condoned the jailing 0 f the two 
former heads of state last year. 

A special law was enacted to enable the 
two to stand trial for the 1979 coup tie 

^ Sa H 6, ^ ^ Were sirmj ltaneousIy 
charged with massive graft during rhl 
con*cuuve Imns of otfice from 

Both face a maximum penalty of death if 
convicted of mutiny and treason. ^ * 


Lincoln’s 
manuscript on 
slavery’s end nets . 
$497,500 

NEW YORK (AFP) — A 6 
manuscript written in 1858 
by Abraham Lincoln, pres- 
ident of the United States 
during the American Civil 
War, was sold Friday for 
$497,500, Christie’s auc- 
tion house announced. The 
document predicted the 
end of slavery two years 
before Lincoln was elected 
president, and five years 
before he abolished it in 
1863 under the Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation. It was 
purchased by Kaller Histo- 
rical Documents. Inc. for 
tie Gilder Lehrman Col- 
lection, one ot the largest 
private collections of Ame- 
rican historical documents. ; 

Christie's said in a news 
release. Lincoln, a Repub- 
i lie an, is one of the most , 

revered U.S. presidents of I 

all time. He was assassinat- 
ed in 1S65 by a southern 
sympathiser in the Ameri- 
can Civil War. which pitted , 

tie North against the . 

sou*. <» ; 

Dogs, donkeys 
descend on 
Cyprus’ palace 

NICOSIA (Rl — Dogs, 
donkeys and a chicken 
descended on the presiden- 
tial palace in Cyprus Satur- 
day as animal lovers called 
for more government ac- 
tion to ensure their well- 
being. Around 100 animal . 

welfare campaigners with <1 

creatures great and small 
marched to the presidential 
palace where they handed a 
petition to President Glaf- 
cos Clerides calling for 
enforcement of laws to deal 
with animal abusers. “Cyp- 
rus lags behind other coun- ; 
tries in its treatment of ani- w ^ 
mals." said Toula Poyia- 
djis. president of the Cyp- • 

rus Society For the Protec- 
lion of Animals iCSPCA). 

There is prejudice and fear 
and an inexplicable mania •" 

for killing animals." she 
said. f 

Jl- 

Madia boss stays f: 

Australia’s richest p. 

man tv 


SYDNEY (R) — Austra- 
lian media baron Kerry 
Packer has rerained the 
crown as the country's 
richest man with a fortune 
worth 3.3 billion Australian 
dollars ($2.6 billion), ac- 
cording to the Business 
Review weekly magazine's 
1996 rich list. Huge for- 
tunes were made by Aus- $ 
tralians during tie year on 
the sharemarket, the maga- 
zine said. Mr. Packer added 
300 million Australian dol- 
lars to his wealth through a 
big shareprice jump in his 
publicly-lisred Publishing 
And Broadcasting Ltd. 
firm, it said. The second 
richest Australian is card- 
board king Richard Pratt, 
whose privately-owned pa- 
ckaging business is worth 
1.5 billion Australian dol- 
lars. Property developer 
Frank Lowy came in third 
with his Westfield Hol- 
dings firm valued at 1.2 
billion Australian dollars, 
courtesy of an 86 per cent 
rise in its share price, 
which added 340 million 
Australian dollars to tie 
value of Lowy's firm dur- I 
■ng the year. Global media r 
tycoon Rupert Murdoch 
departed the rich list as he 
is now a U.S. citizen and 
resident and had bought out 
his mother’s and sisters’ 
interests in News Corpo- 
ration. the magazine said. 

Mr. Murdoch’s stake in 
News Corp. was worth 5.0 
billion Australian dollars, it 
said. However. Mr. Mur- 
doch s mother Dame Eli- 
sabeth and his sisters de- 
buted on the list with a per- 
sonal wealth of 600 million 
Australian dollars. The big- 
gest fall in wealth was 
experienced by Solomon 
Lew, deputy chairman of 
Australia's largest retailer 
Coles Myer. His fortune 
dropped by 150 million 
Ausfralian dollars to 380 
million Australian dollars, 
mostly because of tie fall 
m Coles’ share price. The-* 
nffnimum wealth necessary’ 
l ? entry to the maga- 
2”* s 200 rich list rose to 
, u million Australian dol- 
a ^ from 42 million 
Australian dollars. Three 
years ago it was a mere 30 
million Australian dollars. 
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Valujet Fight 592*5 engines and tires lay on a hanger floor as investigators look for the cause of the DC-9 crash in 
the Everglades on May 11. O fficia ls with the National Transportation Safety Board say they have recovered only 
ten per cent of the aircraft (Reuter photo) 3 

Valujet cuts flight schedule in half 


ATLANTA (R) — Valujet Airlines Vjet.0 said Friday it was 
cutting its flight schedule in half to accomodate federal 
investigators who have been reviewing the airline’s safety 
and maintenance following a crash last Saturday in which 
110 people died. 

Valujet said it would immediately reduce its daily sched- 
uled flights from 320 departures to about 160. Increased 
scrutiny by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) had 
already led the airline to delay or cancel many flights this 
week. 

AH of Valujet’s 51 aircraft will remain in service, and the 
airline will continue to serve all of the 31 cities in its sys- 
tem, the company said. However, the number of flights to 
and from most cities will be cut back. 

“It is our belief that our operations are completely safe,” 
Valujet President Lewis Jordan said in a statement ‘The 
measures we are announcing today go well beyond the cur- 
rent FAA inspection to reassure our customers that we share 
their insistence on the utmost safety.’’ 

The airline said it would institute “periodic reviews of key 
components and systems on a schedule greatly in excess of 
those required by the FAA.” 

“This voluntary programme embodies continuous 
reviews and inspections of our aircraft fleet which are 
unprecedented for any commercial airline, and which far 
exceed federal regulation,” Mr. Jordan said. 

Valujet said it would gradually increase the number of* 
daily scheduled flights to previous levels as more of its 
Bfaoe&4xamplete the inspection process. — ' 


The airline cancelled 25 flights in and out of Atlanta 
Wednesday, when the FAA began its stepped up inspection 
of Valujet aircraft Airport departure screens indicated that 
most of the airline’s flights Thursday and Friday were can- 
celled or delayed. 

“We’re being extremely cautious, more than at any other 
time,” Mr. Jordan said Thursday. He said the airline plans 
to appoint a “safety czar” to oversee safety measures. 

The Valujet announcement came as investigators still 
were trying to determine whether some 50 to 60 oxygen 
generators aboard a Valujet DC-9 had contained hazardous 
materials and contributed to the crash last Saturday in 
Florida's Everglades. 

The oxygen canisters, used to produce oxygen for emer- 
gency masks aboard aircraft, became a focal point of the 
crash probe when investigators discovered they were stored 
in a cargo hold in the belly of the jetliner. 

National Transportation Safety Board officials said there 
could have been an explosion aboard the plane in the 
moments before it vanished in the swampy Everglades, 
fuelling speculation that the canisters could have con- 
. tributed to an explosion and fire on the jeL 

In a wide-ranging news conference in Atlanta Thursday 
Jordan defended the low-cost airline against “irresponsible” 
speculation on the cause of the crash and warned against a 
“rush to judgment.” 

Mr. Jordan said his fast-growing airline was financiall y 
strong but would delay decisions on furtber growth pending • 
the outcome of tbe investigation. ’’ \ ' „ ' ' 


Pope turns 76, thanks his mother for life 


LJUBLJANA (R) — Slovenian 
schoolchildren Saturday sang a chorus 
of “happy birthday” to Pope John Paul 
who turned 76 on the second day of 
his visit to the former Yugoslav repub- 
lic. 

The Pope looked down from a sec- 
ond-floor cloistered balcony of Ljub- 
ljana’s archbishop’s residence at a 
group of 97 children who conveyed 
the best wishes of the nation to the 
Pontiff. 

Joining them in the inner courtyard 
of the residence where he spent the 
night, the Pope spoke and mingled 
-with children aged from six to 13. 

“On this day, I have to thank my 
mother who gave me life,” the Polish- 
born Pope said in Italian. His com- 
ments were translated into Slovenian 
by a clergyman. 

T am happy to celebrate my birth- 
day in the month of May, because May 
is dedicated to mothers,” said the 
Pope, ia jovial mood during his 20 
minutes with the young choir. 

They sang We Love You Holy Father 


and he told them: T love yon too, chil- 
dren of Slovema_.You are wonderful." 

He was given birthday gifts includ- 
ing an album of drawings and letters 
from children and a garland of flowers 
in the red, white and blue colours of 
the Slovenian flag. 

On his way to celebrate mass at 
Stozice Racecourse on the city’s out- 
skirts, a small group of demonstrators 
held up a banner reading: “Banning 
abortion kills women” Pope John 
Paul has made a Ann stand against 
abortion and contraception in his 
teachings. 

The Pontiff arrived in his famous 
pope-mobile and moved slowly 
through a crowd of more than 75,000 
people, waving scarves of yellow and 
white, the official Vatican colours. 

Wheelchair-bound Matflde Lovren- 
cic, 40, said: “I don’t expect a miracle, 
I don’t expect to be healed. I’m just 
here for this marvellous experience.” 

Among the ranks of purple-clad 
bishops and priests in white robes at 
the mass were the Archbishop of 


Sarajevo Vinko Puljic and the 
Archbishop of Belgrade. 

The Pope, on his 71st foreign trip, 
was later scheduled to travel to Pos- 
tojna, 40 kilometres southwest of 
Ljubljana, where crowds of youths 
were expected to turn a rally into a 
birthday celebration. 

Pope John Paul has travelled nearly 
a million kilometres on foreign trips 
since he was elected in 1978, and 
shows no sign that he intends to relax 
his gruelling schedule. 

He plans to visit Berlin, France and 
Hungary this year. 

On his first day in Slovenia Friday, 
the Pope told Slovenians “unbridled 
capitalism” was no less an evil than 
die communism they dumped in their 
bid for independence. 

In his arrival speech, the Pope called 
for a “just and lasting peace in south- 
east Europe that will allow all people 
to live free and respected in their own 
land”. 


Italy’s Prodi sworn in as new premier 


ROME (AFP) — Italy’s first-ever centre-left government 
was sworn in here Saturday and, in the manner of new 
^ Prime Minister Romano Prodi, immediately got down to 
tft business with a cabinet meeting. 

Mr. Prodi’s 20 ministers include nine former 
Communists, in government for the first time in the 49 
years of the Italian Republic. „ 

“Now the work begins and this is the most difficult part, 
said the new Deputy Prime Minister Walter Veltroni, 41 . a 
member of the former Communist Democratic Party of the 
Left (PDS). 

Mr. Prodi, 57, has already brought bis businesslike atti- 
tude to government, naming it in record time Friday, just 18 
hours' after he was appointed prime minister by Italian 
President Oscar Luigi Seal faro, and 26 days after his April 
21 election victory. 

The no-nonsense Prodi has also brushed aside a long held 
belief among Italy’s superstition-prone public that initia- 
tives begun Friday I7th in a leap year will be unlucky. 
Regardless, Mr. Prodi named his cabinet Friday. 

Mr. Prodi has indentifed the fight against unemployment 
and a clean-up of Italy’s public finances as his priorities, 
which he will tackle in greater detail when he outlines his 
government programme next week. 

On Monday, about 30 junior ministers will be appointed, 
while on Wednesday foe Senate begins a confidence debate 
before it moves to the lower house. . 

The centre-left alliance will have majorities m both hous- 
es with the help oftbe Refounded Communists, who have 
i refused to join his coalition, but confirmed “critical but 
••^constructive support” for the government Friday. 

Already, the economist’s approach has had an effect. The 
Mibtel Stock Market soared 164 points on the announce- 
ment to 10,710, its highest level this year. “The bourse is 
very strong after this news because the new government 
contains the names investors hoped for,’* one stockbroker 
said. 

After his appointment Thursday. Mr. Prodi said his gov- 
ernment would “tackle the great notional priorities, that is 
unemployment and rescuing the public finances, goals we 


cannot abandon if we want Italy to play its full role in 
Europe.” 

Me Prodi stated publicly that he wants the government to 
serve its full five-year term, a feat no post-war Italian gov- 
ernment has managed, and he vowed to press ahead with 
institutional reform. 

The economist, who is a practising Roman Catholic, 
appeared to have satisfied the PDS, the main component of 
his Olive Tree Coalition, which defeated the right-wing 
Freedom Alliance of media magnate and former Premier 
Silvio Berlusconi in April 21 elections. 

A beaming Veltroni said: “We said we Would balance tire 
various coalition members within the government and we 
have done so.” 

The PDS had originally demanded three key ministries — 
Interior, Foreign and Justice — to reward the more than 21 
per cent of the vote it secured in the election. 

However, observers had said that the Italian Popular Party 
(PPI) of former Christian Democrats, to whom Mr. Prodi 
feels the closest, had expressed concern at the prospect of a 
cabinet dominated by the PDS. 

The PDS failed to secure most power ministries although 
Giorgio Napolitano, a prime mover in the Communist 
Party’s mutation into a social democratic force, could hold 
a key post at the interior if Italy is hit by industrial unrest 
during the forced march to qualify for the single European 
currency by 1999. 

As a consolation Luigi Berlinguer, brother to the former 
Communist Party boss Enrico who enabled the PDS’s rap- 
prochmeot with Catholics, was given the education super- 
ministry covering universities, training and research. 

And PDS member Pierluigi Bersani was given a vast port- 
folio covering industry, trade, crafts and tourism. 

However, Mr. Prodi imposed Mr. Flick at the Justice 
Ministry despite PDS objections that the lawyer, who has 
defended suspects in the “clean hands” probe, was too con- 
troversial. 

Antonio Di Pietro, the man who ar one time led the anti- 
corruption inquiry, comes to politics for the first time as 
public works minister. 


Struggling India government 
warns of early elections 


NEW DELHI (R) — A new Hindu nationalist government, 
struggling against heavy odds to win a vote of confidence 
later this month, said Friday India may face fresh elections 
soon if an opposition campaign to topple it succeeds. 

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) announced the portfolios of his 12-mem- 
ber cabinet after hours of wrangling over the posts. 

But his immediate challenge was mustering enough sup- 
port in a bung parliament to survive tbe crucial vote of con- 
fidence by the May 31 deadline set by President Shankar 
Dayal Shanna following elections. 

“Only the BJP can provide a stable government and any 
other grouping, be it tire Congress or foe third front, at tire 
centre would lead to political instability that would force 
the country towards a mid-term poll,” a party spokesman 
said. 

The vote in tbe 545-member Lok Sabha, the lower house 
of parliament, was expected on May 30 with Congress and 
the National Front-Left Front (NF-LF), commonly called 
the third front, lined up against Mr Vajpayee. 

The BJP and its allies have some 195 seats. Congress has 
136 and the NF-LF claims 180 backers. Several regional 
parties have also pledged to vote Mr. Vajpayee out of office. 

If he loses tbe confidence vote — and be has given no 
firm indication of how he plans to win it — Mr. Vajpayee 
will not only have led India’s first Hindu nationalist gov- 
ernment, but its shortest-lived adminis tration. 

Brokers said in Bombay, home of India’s premier bourse, 
that worries over whether Mr. Vajpayee would survive kept 
trade quiet. The 30-share index dosed down 28.17 points at 
3,794.94. 

“The mood is one of pessimism,” said broker Ramesh 
Damam. “Vajpayee will have to work a miracle to get the 
□umbers in.” 

Analysts said foreign investors were staying away from 
the volatile market, preferring to wait until the picture 
cleared. 

“There’s no panic, but foreign investors are in no hurry to 
put their money in," said Singapore-based Morgan Stanley 

S. Korea warns North 
as tension heightens 


SEOUL (R) — Tension 
heightened on tbe Korean 
peninsula with South Korea 
Saturday warning the North 
against further incursions 
on the sensitive border one 
day after armed North Ko- 
rean soldiers entered Sou- 
thern territory. 

South Korea’s army Chief 
of Staff Yoon' Yong-Nam 
told his forces in orders 
issued at his headquarters 
to deal firmly with any fur r 
thqr. Oriftasods 3 frpib the 
Communist stated 

“Take firm action against 
any further border cross- 
ings by North Korea’s mili- 
tary,” he said. “We will take 
firm action if the enemy 
takes even rare step over the 
demilitarised zone,” he 
added, without elaborating. 

The warning came a day 
after seven armed North 
Kqrean soldiers spent al- 
most an hour in the south- 
ern half of the demilitarised 
zone between the two coun- 
tries in violation of the ar- 
mistice agreement that en- 
ded the 1950-53 Korean 
War. 

The soldiers returned to 
the North after Sooth Ko- 
rean troops fired warning 
shots. 

A Seoul Defence Ministry 
spokesman said tbe border 
was quiet Saturday. “There 
were no movements on the 
demilitarised zone today. It 
was very quiet,” be said. 

The ministry said Satur- 
day the Joint Defence Al- 
liance of South Korea and 
the United States would 
respond firmly to any pro- 
vocations by the North. 

“Tbe South Korean mili- 
tary maintains complete 
readiness for an immediate 
retaliatory response to any 
North Korean provoca- 
tion,” a ministry statement 
said. 

Pyongyang sent between 
120 and 180 armed soldiers 
three times last month to 
Panm imjnm. the only cross- 


ing point in die demili- 
tarised zone, following an 
announcement it would not 
respect the armistice agree- 
ment 

The United States des- 
cribed Friday’s incursion as 
“a minor incident”, but 
State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns said 
Washington would ask 
North Korea to account for 
the incident and seek a 
fresh commitment from 
Pyongyang to the armistice 
accord. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto said 
Saturday tbe latest 
Northern incursion showed 
Pyongyang’s impatience 
with Washington’s reluc- 
tance to hold direct talks on 
a peace pact 

“We detect impatience 
(on the part of tbe North)” 
Ml Hashimoto told repor- 
ters. “It is too obvious that 
(the incursion) was aimed 
at getting tbe United States 
to hold direct talks.” 

South Korea and the Uni- 
ted States have proposed 
four-nation peace talks — 
including Ohina as well as 
North Korea — to hammer 
out a peace treaty to replace 
the armistice deal. 

Pyongyang has sought 
details, but has not yet res- 
ponded. 

North Korea calls the ar- 
mistice agreement “a 
worthless piece of paper” 
and has said it wants a di- 
rect peace treaty with the 
United States, excluding 
South Korea. Washington 
has ruled out direct bilater- 
al talks. 

South Korea’s ruling New 
Korea Party urged the 
North to stop its incursions 
and come to talks. 

“It should honour tbe 
armistice until a peace trea- 
ty is reached. For that to 
happen. North Korea 
should accept as soon as 
possible the four-nation 
talks,” a spokesman said 


Japan may act in 
event of ‘emergencies’ 

TOKYO (R) — Japan is likely to widen the sphere of its 
military cooperation with the United States so it can 
respond to “emeigencies” on tbe Korean peninsula and in 
the Middle East, a Japanese newspaper reported Saturday. 

Tbe possible move would be part of a planned review 
between Tokyo and Washington on tbe so-called 1978 
guidelines for Japan-U.S. Defence Cooperation, the 
Yomiuri Shimbnn said 

Quoting an unnam ed Japanese government source, the 
Yomiuri Shimbun said Japan and the United States could 
prepare contingency plans to cope with crises in areas such 
as the Middle East and die Korean peninsula. 

Other regions would include the Spratly Islands and tbe 
Malacca Strait where crises could “pose a serious threat to 
Japan”, the daily said 

The current guidelines for bilateral defence cooperation 
only take into account bow the United States could help 
Japan if it were attacked but not how Japan could help the 
United Stares other than by providing bases. 

Apart from contributing $13 billion to U.S.-led mul-tina- 
tional forces fighting the 1991 Gulf War, Japan was only 
able to send a minesweeper to the region because of its 
constitutional constraints. 


economist Rajeev Lai. “The rate at which foreign funds 
flow will slow down in the coming months." 

The composition of Ml Vajpayee’s cabinet reflected a 
careful balance of interests. There was one economic liber- 
al, one Hindu hardliner, one woman, one Sikh, one Muslim, 
one tribal, one low-caste Hindu and one representative 
from the south. 

Mr. Vajpayee, widely seen as representing the BJF's mod- 
erate face, kept the foreign affairs portfolio. 

Two of his key choices blended liberal economics with 
the tough side of a party committed to a single Hindu cul- 
ture. Critics say that discriminates against India’s 310-mil- 
' lion strong Muslim community. 

Jaswant Singh, a moderate free-marketeer, was named 
finance minister. He said the government would continue 
economic reforms started in 1W1, though foreign investors 
would be discouraged from entering consumer goods 
industries. 

But at his first news conference Friday, Mr. Singh criti- 
cised the deficiencies and lack of growth in infrastructure, 
where he said foreign investment was needed, and com- 
plained of high interest rates. 

“These are not signs of a happy state of the economy " be 
said. 

The Home (Interior) Ministry went to Murii Manohar 
Joshi, a prominent BJP hardliner in a party roundly accused 
by its opponents of being biased against India's 110 million 
Muslims. 

But Indian Muslims appeared ready to live with the BJP. 
Some said a defeat of the government in the confidence 
vote and its replacement with an NF-LF administration 
backed by Congress could trigger a hardline Hindu back- 
lash. 

“This threat is indeed real,” analyst D.K. Oza said in Tbe 
Hindu newspaper 

More than 3,000 people, mostly Muslims, were killed in 
Hindu-Muslim violence after Hindu extremists razed the 
ancient Babri Mosque in the northern town of Ayodhya in 
December 1992. 

India backs Renegade 
rebels ’ in Kashmir 

NEW DELHI (R) — India is sponsoring “renegade rebels” 
to carry ont attacks against separatist militants in troubled 
Kashmir, the U.S.-based Human Rights Watch/Asia said 
Sunday. 

“While attempting to reassure the international commu- 
nity that they have taken steps to curb human right abuses 
in Kashmir, Indian forces have instead subcontracted their 
abusive tactics to groups with no official accountability,” 
tbe New York-based human rights group said in a report. 

The report, titled India’s Secret Army In Kashmir, said 
India hired former militants who had surrendered to the 
government to cany out attacks against supporters of tbe 
separatist revolt in India’s Jammu and Kashmir state. 

The..gupmll§s also. .Singled out- huWffi rights warkerftgpd 
journalists for attack,, it said. •■»» >•»» -:n? f «««r # tni: 

A spokesman for Jammu and Kashmir state denied the 
group’s claims that New Delhi supported former rebels’ 
guerrilla activities. 

Spokesman Ramamohan Rao said the government paid 
each guerrilla who surrendered with his arms 5,000 rupees 
($145) and trained him for a job as part of a rehabilitation 
scheme. 

“Some surrendered militants have now formed a group of 
their own, and they are in conflict with pro-Pakistan 
groups,” he told Reuters. “The pro-Pakistan groups allege 
fee militants have the sympathy of the governmenL” ' 

Mr. Rao said: “We have nothing to do with any of these 
groups. We have nothing to do with inter-group clashes. 
We have no sympathy for them. We crack down on mili- 
tants across the board. If a surrendered militant takes to 
militan cy again, we take action against him.” 

Police and hospitals say some 20,000 people have died in 
the six-year-old separatist insurgency in Jammu and 
Kashmir, mostly Hindu India’s only Muslim majority state. 

More than a dozen guerrilla groups in the Himalayan 
Valley are waging a campaign for an independent home- 
land or for merger with Pakistan. 

India controls two thirds- of tbe region while Pakistan 
roles the remainder. Pakistan denies New Delhi’s claims 
that Islamabad aims and trains tbe rebels. The two neigh- 
bours have fought two of their three wars since 1947 over 
Kashmir 

Human rights watch said separatist rebels, armed with 
sophisticated weapons bought mainly from Pakistan, 
launched indiscriminate grenade and landmine attacks on 
civilians and abducted them to get imprisoned rebels freed 
in exchange. 

“These actions have lost the militants much support 
among civilians in Kashmir,” tbe group said. “Militant 
groups should immediately stop all attacks on civilians, 
including kidnappings and assassinations.” 

Tbe report landed India for allowing humanitarian 
groups like the International Committee of the Red Cross 
into the valley, but said tbe government had taken few 
punitive measures against troops who committed human 
rights abuses. 

Hostages reportedly killed 

Meanwhile tbe Independent reported Saturday that the 
four Western hostages were killed by their captors last 
December, tbe Islamic guerrilla chief who masterminded 
the kidnappings has told Indian police. 

Britons Keith Mangan, 33, and Paul Wells, 23, American 
Donald Hutchings, 41 and German Dirk Hasert, 26. were 
executed because they were slowing down their kidnap- 
pers' escape through the Himalayas, Nazir Mohammad, 
who was arrested last week, confessed under interrogation. 

After his confession, police centred their search for the 
bodies in tbe village of Kokaranag, a scenic tourist spot, 
only a few kilometres from the spot where tbe trekkers 
were abducted last Jnly, the paper said. 

Mr. Nazir disclosed that be bad been with the kidnappers, 
tbe separatist AI Faran group, last July when the 
Westerners were taken. Ml Nazir left the group a few 
months later, but later learned from fellow militants that 
the hostages had been killed some time between Dec. 13 
and 23. 

Indian authorities were said to have informed the British, 
U.S. and German embassies of Nazir's confession. 

A Foreign Office spokesman said Friday: “It is very wor- 
rying. We are obviously taking this very seriously and are 
investigating the reports fully.” 

But he added: “Until we hear otherwise, we have to 
assume that they are still alive." 

On Wednesday the Indian authorities denied the reports 
in the British press which already suggested that the 
hostages were dead. 

An official in Srinigar, the summer capital, told AFP that 
the four hostages were still alive, but they had had no 
direct contact with them. 
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Destructive land grabs 

IT SEEMS that Israel's annexation of East 
Jerusalem and Arab towns surrounding it in the 
aftermath of its occupation of the West Bank in 
1967 was not enough for the Jewish state to 
tighten its grip on the Holy City. Now we hear 
about a new, well-orchestrated Israeli campaign 
to confiscate Arab lands in the annexed areas. 
This fresh effort leads us to believe that Israel has 
the ultimate purpose of driving out the remaining 
Palestinian population from Jerusalem and its 
Arab environs thus, making its illegal annexation 
irreversible for all intents and purposes. And 
even though Israeli and Palestinian sides have 
just started their third and final stage of negotia- 
tions on, inter alia, the final status of Jerusalem, 
the Israelis appear still poised to seize more Arab 
lands to preempt the results of the last stretch of 
talks between them. 

The evidence for the latest and blatant viola- 
tion of the Oslo accords came from the council 
head of Shu’fat, an Arab village annexed by 
Israel in 1967, who disclosed that there are 
Israeli plans to expropriate additional land in his 
area to construct a new and bigger highway to 
connect Jewish neighbourhoods of Pis gat Zeev 
with Rekhes Shu’fat. The additional grab comes 
in the wake of the confiscation of more than 70 
per cent already of the village’s land to build 
Jewish enclaves all around the Holy City. 

The credibility of Israel to negotiate the future 
of East Jerusalem is obviously at stake. At a time 
when Israel committed itself under the Oslo 
agreements to discuss the future of Arab Jeru- 
salem during the last stage of bilateral negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians, it seems to continue to 
float and repudiate its own solemn commitment 
by attempting to foreclose the outcome of the 
talks even before they begin. 

Needless to say that this conduct does not bode : 
well for the chances of a comprehensive settle- i 
ment as it raises doubts about Israel’s sincerity in | 
respecting its promises to the Palestinian side, 
not to mention the Arab, Muslim and Christian 
worlds. 

To save the peace process from inevitable 
collapse Israel should not only cease and desist 
from further acts that aim to poison the atmos- 
phere over East Jerusalem. It should also reverse 
what it has already done to prejudice and 
predetermine the outcome of negotiations. This is 
the least that we can expect from the Israelis who 
never fail to remind the Arab parties that they 
should be faithful at all times to their treaty 
obligations. Israel must demonstrate to the Arab 
World that it too can be a trusted partner in the 
search for lasting and honourable peace in the 
region. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IN HIS ongoing election campaign Shimon Peres is 
culling on the Arabs to join forces with Israel against 
Inui while the latter never ceases to call on the .Arab 
countries to form an alliance with it against the Jewish 
siate, said Mahmoud Rimawi, a writer for A1 Ra’i. 
Both Israel and Iran occupy Arab territories and both 
are adamant about not reluming the occupied lands to 
their legitimate owners, said the writer. Iran occupies 
islands m the Arab Gulf region, continues to encourage 
Sudan to remain isolated from the world community 
and continues to encourage disturbances in the Arab 
Gulf suite.v Israel continues to occupy the lands of three 
Arab srates and continues to launch aggression on .Arab 
states, according to the writer. He also said that both 
Iran and Israel seek hegemony over the Arab states and 
consider the Arab countries as an open arena for their 
rivalry and for their own expansionist aims. What is 
required from the Arabs to overcome this situation is to 
rally their forces and join their Rinks and so prevent 
other nations form tampering with their own destiny. 

COMMENTING ON the outcome of the Arab Parlia- 
mentary Union (APU) meetings held in Damascus, Al 
Dustour daily said that the declaration announced at 
the final session draws up the outlines for collective 
Arab action towards ending inter-Arab differences and 
embarking on new steps to achieve solidarity among 
the Arab 'states. The paper said that the Arab parlia- 
mentarians have voiced the real feelings of the Arab 
man in the street and reflected the sufferings of the 
Arab people resulting from the continued disputes 
among their governments; they also expressed their dis- 
may at the continued isolation of Arab countries from 
each other and the state of weakness prevailing in the 
Arab World. The very amicable atmosphere that pre- 
vailed during the APU meetings and the candid discus- 
sions conducted by the delegations reflect a very posi- 
tive sign and constitute a very encouraging factor that 
would help the .Arab governments embark on steps 
towards solidarity, added the paper. The derisions 
passed by the APU do not only call for an end to dif- 
ferences among Arabs, they also call for supporting the 
ongoing Arab-Israeli negotiations to achieve a just and 
lasting peace, noted the paper. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse By Dr. Failed ranek 

Limited benefits of peace 


The value s r 
of corruption * 


JORDAN GAINED part of the economic benefits which 
were expected as a direct result of malting peace with 
Israel. Beside the recovered land and water. Jordan got 
frill forgiveness of all American debts, amounting to $710 
million, and part of the British debts, not exceeding $90 
million. 

The World Bank and its investment arm, the 
International Finance Corporation (IFC), financed some 
public and private sector projects in Jordan. But the main 
benefit that accrued to Jordan was in the field of tourism, 
which is witnessing a full-fledged boom, where the 
tourist arrivals will double in two years and. tens of new 
deluxe hotels are opened or under construction. This fast 
growing industry will mean more foreign exchange earn- 
ings and the creation of thousand of new jobs. 

However, so far Jordan did not benefit from the theo- 
retical access to the markets of Israel and the West Bank 
due to obstacles created by Israel, citing security consid- 
erations as on excuse. 

Israel all but freezed the bilateral agreements, post- 
poned the implementation of transport and trade agree- 
ments, and did not allow Jordanian newspapers to cross 
the borders. One can realise that it is the Israeli govern- 
ment, not the so-called "‘antinormalisation society”, 
which is obstructing normalisation in the economic, 
social and cultural spheres between Jordan and Israel. It 
is Jordan that is trying to make the peace warm, while 
Israel tries hard to cool it down. This is an obvious fact, 
although it sounds contrary to the general convictions of 
both the Arab and foreign public opinions. 

The Jordanian benefits of peace are so far limited, but 
the future has a very strong potential. It is of course too 
early to speculate on the extent of future realisation of 


peace benefits as stated in the books. 

Peace, however, makes Jordan a safe place, no more 
exposed to Israeli aggression. This is a prerequisite for the 
establishment of large-scale, long-term investments. Thai 
is why we now see local and foreign investors willing to 
invest in building hotels, establish big industries and 
exploit the vast mineral wealth of the Dead Sea. 

We were always impressed by the ability of the Israeli 
leaders to ally themselves and their country with the great 
powers of the day, to gain their support in achieving the 
Israeli national objectives. When the power and 
international status of Britain and France declined, Israel 
lost no time in shifting to the lap of the United States. It 
even tried hard to gain the former Soviet Union to its side, 
without having to sacrifice or risk its strategic relations 
with the- United States itself. 

In contrast to this pragmatic approach, Arab leaders 
were prisoners of their empty slogans. They were proud 
of being in opposition to the great powers which can 
influence, and sometimes dictate, the outcome of any dis- 
pute. So much so that the successes of Israel in the 
international arena were not soley due to the extraordi- 
nary wisdom and professionalism of the Israeli politi- 
cians, but to the misconduct and gross mistakes of the 
Arab leaders. 

Under peace circumstances, Jordan can avoid meeting 
the rock bead on. It can pursue feasible and pragmatic 
policies and employ friendly relations to serve its own 
best interests. Even the American tough stick which Israel 
used to raise in our faces was successfully neutralised and 
then motivated to write off out debt, furnish us with badly 
needed weapons like F-16 fighters, and train our pilots, 
without having to sacrifice our independence. 


Why a victory for Likud 
would be a disaster 


By Thomas L. Friedman 

TEL AVIV — The cam- 
paign has opened for the 
most fateful election in 
Israel's history. With three 
weeks to go, the race 
between Labour's Shimon 
Feres and the Likud's Bibi 
Netanyahu is so close that 
even Heizl Lifshitz, one of 
Israel's leading astrologers, 
declared: ‘Tell me I’m a 
rotten astrologer, but* what 
can I tell you, I haven’t got 
a clue what’s going to hap- 
pen. I've never had this 
before. I don’t see either 
Peres or Bibi as prime min- 
ister. 

Well, either Mr. Peres or 
Mr. Netanyahu will be 
Israel’s next prime minister. 
And while you cannot pre- 
dict which, you can predict 
the political consequences 
of either man’s victory. 

The reason this election is 
so fateful is not because 
Israelis are choosing 
between starkly different 
visions for the ftiture. They 
are choosing between two 
starkly different vision of 
the present. 

For the first lime, Israel 
has Palestinian partners for 
peace, it has a broad peace 
process unfolding, right 
now, with the Arab World. 
This is it. This is peace, 
with all its wans and 
rewards. And because it has 
all happened siDce the last 
Israeli election, this is the 
first time Israelis will get to 
vote on it. and how they 
vote will have real conse- 
quences on the ground in 
real time. 

That is why most of the 
election commercials 
involve Mr. Peres and Mr. 


Netanyahu trying to define 
the present, not the future. 
Likud flashes scenes of 
recent bus bombings, while 
Mr. Netanyahu somberly 
reminds Israelis that they 
must fear walking the 
streets. The present is a 
nightmare, suggests Mr. 
Netanyahu, and 1 will make 
it right. 

Mr. Peres's commercials 
show booming Israeli fac- 
tories, smfling Isreal youth 
travelling teeiiworta >S6id 
Israeli yupp^es^STving* a 
yellow convertible, all 
thanks to economic growth 
brought on by peace. The 
present is good, Mr. Peres 
says, so let me finish the 


process that got us here. 

What will tip the voting? 
There are many little issues, 
but I believe the key to this 
election is the fact, as the 
veteran Israeli pollster 
Hanoch Smith puts, it, “that 
60 per cent of Israelis con- 
sistently answer "yes’ when 
asked whether they want 
the peace process begun by 
Yitzhak Rabin to continue.” 

From the very fust hand- 
shake there has been an 


Israeli silent majority for 
this process, sometimes 
grading, sometimes wary, 
but always present, and that 
explains how the peace has 
come so far, despite the ter- 
rorism. 

With each terrorist inci- 
dent that majority dips, but 
then it always bounces 
back, says Mr. Smith. 

That is why the real elec- 
toral wild card is whether 
some" terrorist 'incident 
titcurs in 4he.--next:«tbree 
weeks. 

Peres, 'who now leads by 5 
percentage points, will be 
hard to bear. With one, Mr. 
Netanyahu will be hard to 
beat No wonder everyone 


here talks about "The bomb” 
and when it might go off. 
Israel Radio opened its 
broadcast the other day on a 
simple note that every lis- 
tener understood: “Nothing 
has happened vet” 

Because Mr. Netanyahu's 
polls tell him that Israelis 
want there to be a peace 
process, he has tried to 
attract floating centrist 
votes by stressing that he 
will not abandon the Oslo 


peace accords. 

He has downplayed his 
party’s platform, which 
calls for expanding Jewish 
settlements, closing down 
Palestinian offices in 
Jerusalem, keeping all of 
Jerusalem and the Golan 
Heights under Israeli rule 
and preventing a Palestin- 
ian state in the West Bank. 
Of course all those things, 
if implemented, would 
destroy the peace. 

. That is.why I .believe that . 
Mr. NetanyabuX coalition^ 
can only hold up to election 
day. If he implements his 
party platform after that, he 
will find that he has no 
Palestinian partners, and he 
will blow up the peace 
process. If he does not 
implement his party plat- 
form, he will find he has 
few Likud partners, and he 
will blow up his own party. 

Mr. Peres has things 
much easier. If he wins, 
everyone will know why. 
He will have a mandate to 
continue the peace process 
to its logical conclusion. 

So let us not mince 
words. A Netanyahu victo- 
ry, at this time when so 
much has been achieved 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians but so much 
still needs to be done, 
would be a disaster. 

His party will not let him 
push the peace process for- 
ward, and the Israeli silent 
majority will not let him 
unravel it entirely. So the 
result will be paralysis, a 
dangerous paralysis, and 
you don’t need an 
astrologer to see that. 


The New York Times 


“The reason this election is so 
fateful is not because Israelis 
are choosing between starkly 
different visions for the 
future. They are choosing 
between two starkly different 
vision of the present ” 


Dole still searching for message 


Bv Alan Eisner 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — By 
sacrificing the Senate seat 
he loved. Republican pres- 
idential hopeful Bob Dole 
captured the attention of a 
sceptical American public, 
at least for a moment. The 
question is. how long can 
he hold it? 

Mr. Dole’s emotional 
speech Wednesday, in 
which he resigned from 
the Senate after 27 years, 
was undoubtedly one of 
the best of his long politi- 
cal career. 

It fired up his dispirited 
supporters and injected 
hope into what had been 
an almost moribund presi- 
dential campaign. 

“What Dole has done 
should silence the Repub- 
lican hand-wringers and 
news pundits who were all 
but ready to award the 
election to Bill Cl inton six 


months before the ballots 
are cast ” said David 
Keene, chairman of the 
American Conservative 
Union, who is a passionate 
Dole supporter. 

But one speech does not 
a campaign make and 
reporters who followed 
Mr. Dole to Chicago for a 
rally Thursday were curi- 
ous to see if he could sus- 
tain the new standard he 
had set. 

Judging by his perfor- 
mance, the man from 
Kansas remains in search 
of a compelling and 
coherent message to use 
against Decmoratic Presi- 
dent Clinton, who leads 
him in public opinion 
polls by 15 to 20 percent- 
age points. 

The main talking poinr 
in Chicago was the fact 
that Mr. Dole discarded 
his habitual dark suit and 
necktie for a pale blue 
blazer and an open collar. 


As for the speech itself, he 
merely repeated some of 
bis best lines from the pre- 
vious day — but without 
the same emotional 
impact. 

Morton Kondracke. 
executive editor of roll 
call, which covers Capitol 
Hill, was among many 
analysts to note that Mr. 
Dole’s first strategy of 
challenging Mr. Clinton 
from his Senate majority 
leader post had not only 
failed but raised questions 
about his resolve and 
competence as a presiden- 
tial contender. 

“Now, of course. Dole 
has dealt with those 
qualms as decisively as he 
can. But his derision to hit 
the campaign trail full 
time begs fie questions: 
what’s he going to say out 
there?” Mr. Kondracke 
wrote. 

Mr. Dole is working 
with aides on a new cam- 


paign speech that both 
draws a contrast with Mr. 
Clinton and tries to por- 
tray the kind of future into 
which he wants to lead the 
country. But his Chicago 
speech suggested Mr. 
Dole is- still psychologi- 
cally and intellectually 
wedded to the language 
and style of the Senate. 

He talked at length about 
legislation passed by the 
Republican Congress and 
vetoed by Mr. Clinton, 
despite the fact that public 
opinion polls suggest the 
president enjoys consider- 
able support for casting 
those vetoes. 

“I don’t think this puts a 
whole lot of electricity in 
his (Dole’s) socket” said 
political analyst Kevin 
Phillips. “He can go out 
and give speeches, but the 
speeches he gave before 
were no good.” 

Mr. Dole did enjoy a 
quick blaze of publicity 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 

CORRUPTION IS essen- 
tially an abuse of public 
trust for a private gain or 
benefit. The greater the 
complexity of a society, the 
more distinct and unique 
becomes its form of corrup- 
tion- Although corruption is 
a crime, it — unlike other 
crimes — exhibits the fol- 
lowing unique characteris- 
tics: 1) subjugation of pub- 
lic trust and common inter- 
ests to personal motives; 2) 
presence of mutual gains or 
benefits in some form or 
another; 3) secrecy in plan- 
ning and execution, unless 
a person is so powerful 
he/sbe can afford to be 
open about it; 4) lawful jus- 
tification to camouflage the 
act of corruption; 5) 
involvement in contradicto- 
ry functions by the corrupt 
parties; 6) mutual benefit to 
both fie party that wants 
the decision to be made and 
the one that makes the deci- 
sion. Furthermore, corrup- 
tion comes in three forms: 
extortive, manipulative, 
and nepotistic. Depending 
on the mix of a society, one 
form may be more present 
or obvious than another. In 
Jordan, nepotism is both a 
cause and effect and proba- 
bly is the most obvious 
form of corruption. 

Some theories suggest 
that there may be several 
benefits to comiption, such 
as redistributing the wealth, 
developing a middle class, 
and cutting through bureau- 
cratic red tape. The latter is 
definitely a justifiable 
cause for comiption in Jor- 
dan, a market economy that 
is swathed in red tape and 
whose bureaucracy leads it 
to continuous market fail- 
ure. However, throughout 
history, ethics and public 
morality have condemned 
corruption — regardless of 
it being beneficial or not — 
' in; all its - forms: In ancient 
China, Egypt, Babylon. 
Greece and Rome, corrup- 
tion was viewed as a prob- 
lem. It was clearly con- 
demned in the Koran and 
the Old Testament Book of 
Exodus. 

Corruption is present in 
both developed and devel- 
oping economies and is 
considered an important 
problem from the economic 
point of view because it 
distorts the market mecha- 
nism, causing the follow- 
ing: 1) increased burden to 
the public as the cost of 
comiption is transferred to 
the consumer; 2) increased 
administrative negligence 
and inefficiency, especially 
in the area of public wel- 
fare^ 3) subordination of 
efficient transactions to 
graft-dominated norms; 4) 
loss of respect for rules and 
regulation; and 4) increased 
mistrust of the public sec- 
tor. 

Getting rid of corruption 
in a society’ is a costly 
endeavour and may even 
prove to be so expensive 
that the cost may outweigh 
the benefit derived firom its 
eradication. Such may be 
the case in Jordan. Before 
any government focuses on 


the comiption of its 
employees it must ask itself 
the following question: 
Are public officials receiv- 
in'* salaries that compen- 
sate them for the loss of 
their privacy and personal 
safety? The truth is that ■ 
public officials in Jordan, 
like elsewhere around the 
worid, receive lower 
salaries than their private 
sector counterparts with the 
added burden of being con- 
stantly subjected to public 
scrutiny. 

World Link m a gaz i ne 
recently conducted a sur- 
vey in several countries to 
measure the ratio of public 
executive officers’ salaries 
relative to the pay of the 
average manufacturing 
worker in the subject coun- 
try. The rationale of the 
wage comparison was that 
if government officials are . 
adequately compensated w 
for their performance, they 
have less incentive to 
obtain funds through cor- 
rupt means. 

In Singapore, the prime 
minister and a typical min- 
ister are paid 56 and 41 
times, respectively, the 
salary of the average manu- 
facturing worker. Thus, 
Singapore pays its public 
officials more than any 
other country in the world 
and it is viewed to have one 
of the least corrupt govern- 
ments in the world. Japan, 
on the other hand, pays its 
prime minister six times 
what it pays the average 
manufacturing worker; 
Japan has one of the more 
corrupt governments in the 
world. a 

What was demonstrated* 
in the survey was that if 
you want good public offi- 
cials, then you should pay 
them good salaries: ones 
that are competitive with 
those paid in the private 
sector, in other words, “you 
get what you pay for.” 
According to the Singapore 
formula, fie prime minister 
of Jordan should be paid 56 
times JD 2,400 (the average 
annual salary of a manufac- 
turing worker in Jordan) 
which is around JD 
130,000 per year, and a 
minister should be paid 41 
times the amount which is 
close to JD 100,000 per 
year. Different ratios apply 
to different ranks of offi- 
cialdom. 

If Jordanians want noo- 
corruption public officials. 
then they should compel 
sate their bureaucracy ade- 
quately through direct 
means for the responsibili- 
ties, burdens and labours 
associated with public, 
office. Otherwise, officials 
are forced to look to other 
forms of compensation as 
in the U.S., a country which 
is renowned for the low- 
pay of its public officials, 
where civil servants take on 
consulting jobs in the pri- 
vate sector for huge sums 
of money after leaving pub- 
lic life. A society that wants 
good public officials 
should be willing to foot 
the bill. Wiping out corrup- 
tion is achieved through 
competitive wages, not slo- 
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against Clinton 


for his dramatic decision. 
Almost 60 reporters 
accompanied him on his 
trip to Chicago — three 
times as many as had been 
covering recent campaign 
swings. 

But attention is sure to 
ebb quickly as other 
events overshadow what 

since the end of March 

when dole locked up the 
nomination — has been a 
rather boring presidential 
race. 

And because Dole has 
almost reached a federal 
campaign spending limit, 
he needs media attention 
all the more. He will not 
be able to buy television 
advertising time until the 
second half of August 

v 7 t 1 * 1 ® Republican 
National Convention for- 
mally makes him the 
party s nominee and the 
major infusion of federal 

St ,gn subsidi « 


That leaves him few 
chances to win the kind of 
attention he got this week. 
Between now and Sep- 
tember, there may only be 
two moments when the 
eyes of the nation will be 
on him. 

One will be when he 
announces his vice presi- 
dential running mate, a 
decision aides say Mr. 
Dole has decided to post- 
pone until just before the 
convention. 

The second will be when 
he accepts the Republican 
presidential nomination at 
the convention itself. 

That’s not much ammu- 


nition against a preside.™? 
who will use the advan- 


tages of incumbency to 
travel the nation and dom- 
matc the political agenda. 
Meanwhile Bob Dole, 
shorn of his Senate perch, 
will have to fight for equal 
time. 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, May 19 , 1996 


' German team identifies, excavates first known 
Greco-Roman temple at Gadara (Umm Qais) 


By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

jbe splendid Greco-Roman 
city of Gadara (Umm Qais), 
with its full urban comple- 
ment of theatres, colonnad- 
ed streets, baths, tombs, 
city walls and domestic 

quarters, perches dramati- 
cally an a promontory over- 
looking the north Jordan 
Valley and Lake Tiberias. 
Yet, this postcard-like 
antiquity has always suf- 
fered one glaring gap in its 
architectural remains: 
where were its temples? 

In a Classical period city, 
temples were the most 
important symbols of polit- 
ical power and cultic 
authority, to the point that 
they were often portrayed 
on coins minted in a city. 
Scholars have often 
assumed that Gadara had at 
least three temples, but 
until now none has ever 
been identified or excavat- 
ed. 

This long running mys- 
tery has finally been partly 


resolved, following excava- 
tions by a German team that 
identified the location and 
architectural remains of a 
temple that may be dedicat- 
ed to the god Zeus 
Nikephoros (or Zeus- 
Jupiter, the same god wor- 
shipped at the Temple of 
Zeus in Roman Jerash). 

The site of the temple, an 
artificial terrace in the 
northeast comer of the city, 
opposite the north theatre, 
has long been suspected by 
archaeologists as the loca- 
tion of a Roman temple, but 
it could not be excavated 
before last year due to its 
use until then by the Jor- 
danian army. Excavations 
in 1995 and 1996 have 
revealed vaulted chambers, 
architectural fragments, and 
portions of a paved sacred 
way that convincingly con- 
firm the spot as the site of a 
Classical period temple. 
Further evidence comes 
from coins and a statue 
found in the vicinity in pre- 
vious years. 

The project has been 
sponsored and funded by 


the Cottbus Technical Uni- 
versity and the German 
Archaeological Institute 
(Berlin); fieldwork has 
been carried out in coopera- 
tion with the German 
Protestant Institute for 
Archaeology in Amman , 
and with the permission of 
the Department of Antiqui- 
ties, whose field representa- 
tive in Umm Qais is Omar 
RasheidaL The project 
director is Professor Adolf 
Hoffman of Cottbus Tech- 
nical University; the acting 
director this year was Dr 
Gunther Schauerte of the 
Berlin Stale Museums, and 
assistant director was 
Nadine RiedI of the Ger- 
man Protestant Institute in 
Amman. 

Nothing remains of the 
upper portions of the tem- 
ple, because the surface of 
the earth in this area has 
been repeatedly used for 
agricultural purposes for 
hundreds of years. The 
excavations uncovered 
remains from the lower por- 
tions of the temple (the sub- 


structure) The most proud- 
neat remains are three 
vaulted rooms that were 
inter-connected by door- 
ways. and that originally 
stood partly underground 
and partly above ground. At 
the back of the vaulted 
rooms is a staircase that 
once led down to the vault- 
ed cellars of the temple. 

Surrounding the entire 
structure are parts of the 
temple’s enclosure . wall, 
which has been excavated 
to a depth of two metres, 
but without touching 
bedrock in some places, Dr 
Schauerte told the Jordan 
Times in a recent interview 
in Amman 

Older residents of Umm 
Qais recall using the vault- 
ed rooms for storage of 
agricultural goods in the 
first half of this century, and 
local children still use the 
area today as an informal 
though ‘active sports field. 

The temple itself mea- 
sured some 12 x 20 metres; 
this is not very large as 
ancient temples go, for this 
was not the main temple of 



Gadara (coin evidence sug- 
gests that at least two other 
temples existed at Roman 
Gadara, dedicated respec- 
tively to Tycbe and the 
Three Graces). The temple 
is liiought to have been 
Doric in design, with four 
columns across its facade. 
It stood on a podium, which 
was a common feature of 
early Roman temples. The 
tetrastyle (four columns) 
configuration is assumed 
mainly on the basis of the 
relatively narrow size of the 
vaulted sub-structures 

Architectural fragments 
found at the ate probably 
belong to the temple’s 
frieze and the pediment 
above the columns, and to 
some of the columns as 
well. One column fragment 
was preserved because it 
remained in use as an ani- 
mal drinking trough well 
into the medieval period. 
Many roof tiles were also 
found, along with frag- 
ments of limestone lion 
head fountains or drains 
that directed water down 


from the roof. 

The temple pre-dates the 
2nd Century AD theatre 
facing it from across the 
colonnaded main street of 
Gadara, the decumanus. In 
front of the temple, and on a 
direct line from the temple 
entrance to the north the- 
atre, the excavators found a 
well paved, nearly six- 
metre-wide road that is 
thought to be the Via Sacra, 
or the Sacred Way, which 
formed the ceremonial 
approach to the temple. 
This is the only place where 
pottery shards were found, 
because the foundation of 
the paved road was not dis- 
turbed by any activity in 
recent centuries. 

The pottery, mostly from 
the 1st Century BC or even 
earlier, is an important indi- 
cator of the dating of the 
temple complex. Another 
dating element is the Doric 
style of foe temple, a style 
that generally disappeared 
after the 1st Century BC. 
Such a date would rank 
these Late Hellenistic/Eariy 
Roman temple remains 


among foe earliest identi- 
fied Classical period 
shrines in Jordan, alongside 
the remains of the Temple 
of Zeus in Jerash. 

The deity of the temple is 
thought to be Zeus 
Nikephoros, based on the 
strength of two factors. The 
first is a less-foan-lifesize 
marble staxuette of Zeus 
Nikephoros that was found 
at the site a few years ago 
(it is now in the local muse- 
um). The second is foe 
depiction on Roman era 
coins from Gadara of a 
Zeus figure enthroned in a 
tetrastyle temple, matching 
both foe marble statuette 
and the (presumably) 
tetrastyle temple remains 
found at Gadara. 

There may have been an 
open air altar on foe slight- 
ly higher ground to the 
north, where remains of 
some built structures are 
visible in the ground. 

When the temple building 
stopped being used as a 
temple or was destroyed is 
not known. Almost certain- 


ly, Dr Schauerte said, it was 
no longer used as a temple 
after the Byzantine period 
edict of 396 AD, which 
banned all the former pagan 
temple cults. There is no 
portery at the site dating 
from foe 5fo or 6fo Cen- 
turies AD, which supports 
an abandonment at foe end 
of the 4th century. 

The temple area is now 
being used as a combina- 
tion parking lot for buses 
and sports field for chil- 
dren. The Department of 
Antiquities, recognising foe 
importance of protecting 
foe few standing temple 
structures that have been 
excavated, has decided to 
move the parking lot to the 
south side of foe ancient 
city remains. The German 
team and the department 
are jointly designing plans 
to restore and protect the 
temple site, within a larger 
project to improve tourism 
facilities in Umm Qais 
while also preserving foe 
cultural and archaeological 
integrity of the entire site. 
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View of part of the excavated vaulted rooms of the temple sub-structure (Photos by Hans-Dieter Bienert) 


• • • 

A stretch of the paved Via Sacra (Sacred Way), leading to the temple remains In the background 
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King receives Saudi message 


(Continued from page 1) 

and Defence Minister Abdul. 
Karim Kabariti, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh, the' 
King's advisor on tribal 
affairs Lieutenant-General 
Hmeidi A1 Fayez and Saudi 
Ambassador to Jordan 
. Abdullah Sudeiri, the agency 
added. 

The Saudi message to King 
Hussein came amid reports of 
efforts to convene an Arab 
mini-summit including Saudi 
Arabia after the King, Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat met in Cairo 
.last week. 

President Mubarak said af- 
A,ter the meeting that the_pre- 
j|fcent situation in foe Arab 
World was not conducive to 
convening a fun" summit of 
the 22 members of foe Arab 
League, but that there were 


Demirel 

(Continued from page 1) 

assailant was angry over Tur- 
key's military flight training' 
deal with Israel. 

In February, foe two coun- 
try's signed a military training 
agreement, which irked Arab 
countries and Iran as well as 
Turks who want this Muslim 
bat officially secular country 
to move closer to the pro- 
Islamic orbit. 

Anatolia reported that a 
plainclothes guard noticed 
the gunman pointing a gun at 
Mr. Demirel and grabbed foe 
assailant's hand. Other police 
jumped on the assailant, 
Anatolia said. 

IfThe gun went off, injuring 
a Turkish journalist and a 
policeman, foe agency said. 
Eyewitnesses said that the 
gun went off twice. 

Bodyguards and police sur- 
rounded Mr. Demirel and 
hustled him off to his car. Mr. 
Demirel, 72, whose first of 
seven premiership began in 


chances for mini-summits 
bringing in some other Arab 
leaders into thd grouping of the 
three leaders who mef in 
Cairo. 

The Egyptian president did 
not elaborate, but his com- 
ments indicated that Saudi 
Arabia could be one of those 
countries for an expanded 
mini-summit, which, accord- 
ing to experts in Arab affairs, 
would focus on ways and 
means to support the Palesti- 
nian position in the final sta- 
tus negotiations with Israel 
and to adopt collective action 
to interact with the progress 
achieved so far in the Middle 
East peace process. 

Jordan has said that it 
would not assume a direct 
role in the final status nego- 
tiations but that it was ready 
to help with technical exper- 
tise outside the negotiating 


1965, looked calm, but his 
wife. Nazmiye Demirel, 
appeared panicked. The cou- 
ple flew back to Ankara. 

Shot in the leg was journal- 
ist Disan Yilmaz, of the Istan- 
bul daily Mflliyet, who told 
private TV Channel D that 
foe assailant approached Mr: 
Demirel as the president was 
about to get into his car at the 
end of the ceremony and 
seemed as if he wanted to ask 
the president something. 

Mr. Demirel, a conserva- 
tive pragmatist .whose post is 
mostly symbolic, has been on 
the sidelines of infighting be- 
tween Turkey’s two right- 
wing coalition parties which 
has brought the government 
close to collapse.. 

But he would have a say in 
choosing the next prime 
minister or setting up an in- 
terim administration were foe 
coalition to fall. 

Prime Minister Mesut Yil- 
maz has urged his gov- 
ernment? ally Tanso Ciller to 
tell himself and Mr. Demirel 


room if asked to do so by the 
Palestinian side. 

Another issue for foe Arab 
leaders, as and when they 
meet, will be means to rein- 
vigorate the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks of negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
has re assumed his responsibi- 
lities as head of government 
after suffering a health ail- 
ment late last year. However, 
according to reports from foe 
Gulf, Crown Prince Abdullah 
is shouldering a major part of 
foe task. 

King Hussein met with 
Prince Abdullah this year 
during his first official visit to 
Saudi Arabia during foe 1990 
Gulf crisis. 

A Jordanian-Saudi min- 
isterial committee overseeing 
broad economic cooperation 
is expected to hold a meeting 
in Amman in June, its first in 
six years. It is co-chaired by 
the ministers of trade of foe 
two countries. 


foe whereabouts of S6.5 mil- 
lion which she withdrew from 
a government slush fond for 
shadowy security operations. 

Police kept journalists 
away from foe Cankaya pres- 
idential palace in Ankara, 
where Mr. Demirel flew im- 
mediately after the shooting. 

The portly Demirel, 
known as Baba (father) in foe 
farmlands and small towns 
where his core support lies, is 
a survivor. 

He has been prime minis- 
ter seven times since he first 
came to power in the mid- 
1960s and has been toppled 
twice by the military. 

The generals banned Mr. 
Demirel from politics for 10 
years after a 1980 coup but 
Turks voted narrowly to rein- 
state him and other leading 
politicians in a 1987 referen- 
dum. 

He became President in 
1993 after the death of in- 
cumbent Turgut Ozal. No 
Turkish leader has ever been 

assassinated 


Israel accepts Lebanese role 


(Continued from page 1) 

ited States complained to 
Syria this week about chan- 
nelling Iranian arms ship- 
ments to Hizbollah guerrillas. 

“We’re concerned, and 
we’ve told them,” State De- 
partment spokesman Nicho- 
las Bums said. 

Intelligence sources veri- 
fied the delivery! Mr. Burns 
said, dedining to disclose the 
kind of weapons sent to the 
guerillas who have fired mis- 
siles and mortars at Israeli 
soldiers deployed inside 
Lebanon's border and at 
Israeli settlements near the 
border. 

Syria's partkHpation in the 
monitoring negotiations 
could signal an interest in 
resuming peace talks with 


Israel after Israel's elections 
at the end of the month. 

“We do believe it is possi- 
ble to make progress on foe 
Israeli-Syrian track this 
year,” Mr. Bums said. 

Mr. Christopher arranged 
the cease-fire last month with 
the approval of Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Ai Assad. 
However, the agreement, 
which has not signed, is be- 
tween Israel and Lebanon. 

He told the Senate sub-, 
committee be bad “no illu- 
sions’’ about Syria, but 
thought also “there is a 
reasonable chance for peach 
between foe two countries.” 
Senator Frank Lau ten berg, 
a new Jersey Democrat, 
sharply criticised Damascus. 
“Syria has foe capacity to 


Israel arrests wanted mili tant 


(Continued from page 1) 

ghold where 450 Jewish set- 
tlers live among 120,000 
Palestinians. 

Dozens of Israeli soldiers 
patrolled Hebron’s down- 
town market area Saturday, 
apparently to prevent violent 
protests against Mr. 
Salameh's arrest. Troops 
stopped and searched many 
cars and Palestinians on foot. 
Passengers were ordered to 
step out of a taxi as officers 
checked the trunk. 

Two Norwegian observers, 
part of a 32-team deployed 
this week to help reduce fric- 
tion in town, sat in a car and 
observed the searches, but 
did not interfere. 

An army spokeswoman 
said Mr. Salameh had mas- 
terminded three suicide 
bombings m the Jewish state 
earlier this year that killed % 
scores of people. 

She said soldiers stopped 
Mr. Salameh in his car in 
Hebron. A second suspected 


guerrilla travelling with him 
was also arrested. 

“During the inspection one 
of the men (Salameh) tried to 
escape and at foe same time 
polled out a pistol. 

He was shot and wounded 
but managed to escape and 
was discovered later at Alia 
Hospital in Hebron,” the 
spokeswoman said. 

Guns and grenades were 
discovered in the car, she 
said. 

The arrests were a boost 
for Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, fighting a tough elec- 
tion campaign against Likud 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
who accused him of putting 
Israel's security at risk in 
peace deals with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Four suicide bombings by 
militants opposed to Israel- 
PLO peace moves killed 59 
people in the Jewish state 
between Feb. 25 and March 
4. The attacks nearly wiped 
out Mr. Peres’ double-digit 
lead over Mr. Netanyahu in 


stop those attacks on Israel,” 
he said. 

The draft reached does 
have some unresolved points, 
but “I think the most difficult 
issues have been resolved and 
we can come to agreement 
fairly quickly.” 

“We're reasonably confi- 
dent that this is going to be 
agreed to (but) it will take a 
couple of days,” Mr. Burns 
siad. 

The State Department has 
released no details of the 
draft, worked out by U.S. 
special Middle East coordina- 
tor Dennis Ross and 
Washington ambassadors of 
the four other countries. 

Mr. Burns explained the 
U-S. reticence, saying: “We 
don’t want to do anything 
that would harm our chances 
of getting final agreement 
from any one of these gov- 
ernments.” 


polls. 

Israeli security sources said 
the two men may have been 
on their way to carrying out 
an attack. They said the army 
had arrested at least four 
Other suspected Hamas activ- 
ists on Saturday. 

Israel radio identified the 

second man in foe car as 
Razik Al Rajoub, a relative 
of Jibril Al Rajoub, who 
heads the Palestinian Preven- 
tive Security Service in foe 
West Bank. 

“I want to be a martyr, not 
to be arrested by the 
Israelis,” Wael Chiokhi, a 
visitor at Alia Hospital, 
quoted Mr. Salameh as. 
saying on his arrival. 

Separately, Israeli military 
sources said that an Israeli 
border guard was slightly in- 
jured Friday evening by a 
grenade thrown by a Palesti- 
nian in the village of Abu Dis 
in the West Bank on the 
outskirts of Jerusalem. 

Hamas has spearheaded 
opposition to the 1993 Israel- 
PLO accord that launched 
Palestinian self-rule in parts 
of the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip, calling foe deal a 


Hamas vows to continue attacks 

(Continued from page I) Mr. Ghosheh declined t 
suicide bombings earlier this discuss anything pertaining t 
year in Israel. Hassan Salameh, a rankin 


Mr. Ghosheh denied there 
is a split within Hamas, but 
he offered no explanation for 
foe contradictory statements. 

He has denied Israeli 
claims that Iran funds Hamas 
activities against the Jewish 
state. 

“There are neither Islamic 
nor Arab countries which 
provide Hamas with financial 
aid,” he said. “Those who 
support us are honourable 
Palestinian and Muslim peo- 
ple.” 

He declined to be more 
specific, but said Hamas' 
fends are a “trickle compared 
with foe flood of money” 
given to Mr. Arafat by inter- 
national donors to help build 
a Palestinian infrastructure. 

sellout. 

A leaflet signed by Izzed- 
dine Al Qassam, issued on 
Friday indicated the group 
was willing to halt attacks on 
Israel as part of efforts at 
reconciliation with the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Mr. Arafat's forces round- 
ed up hundreds of Hamas 
activists after the bombing 
spree and closed down Isla- 
mic institutions. 

But m a statement issued 
on Saturday Hamas said that 
Friday's leaflet was a forgery, 
and vowed to continue with 
foe attacks against Israel. 

Palestinian sources said 
that Mr. Salameh was in- 
volved in bombings. They 
said he underwent military 
training in Sudan last year 
before infiltrating back into 
the Gaza Strip. 

Doctors operated on Mr. 
Salameh overnight while 
dozens of soldiers sur- 
rounded foe hospital in Heb- 
ron and then transferrerd him 
to a hospital in Israel under 
heavy guard. 

Hebron is foe only Arab 
West Bank town with a Jew- 
ish settler population. 


.Mr. Ghosheh declined to 
discuss anything pertaining to 
Hassan Salameh, a ranking 
figure in Hamas' military 
wing who was wounded ana 
captured by Israeli soldiers 
Friday. 

Mr. Salameh is a top figure 
in Hamas' military arm and is 
believed to have orchestrated 
three suicide bombings in 
Israel. 

“I can't discuss anything 
related to Hassan Salameh 
because I don't have any 
information,” 

Mr. Ghosheh said: “As 
politicians we are not aware 
of the happenings in the 
military wing,” he said. 

Mr. Ghosheh said that the 
“arrest or martyrdom of 
Salameh would not halt the 
resistance or the floods of 
jihad (holy war) seekers.” 

In February 1994, a Jewish 
settler massacred at least 30 
Palestinians as they prayed at 
Hebron’s Ibrahimi mosque. 

Israeli troops were to rede- 
ploy in parts of the city last 
March under a peace deal 
with the Palestinians but de- 
layed the withdrawal after 
the spate of suicide attacks. 

Mr. Salameh, a resident of 
Khan Yunis in the Gaza 
Strip, was trained in sabotage 
in Syria and Sudan and re- 
turned home about a year 
ago, Israel Radio reported. 
For the past few weeks Israeli 
forces knew he was in Heb- 
ron. and stepped up patrols 
and road blocks there. 

The violent capture of Mr. 
Salameh raised some concern 
that Izzedine Al Qassam 
would set off more bombs to 
avenge him. 

Israeli security forces have 
issued repeated warnings that 
militants would try to set off 
bombings ahead of the May 
29 elections. 

Security sources said Satur- 
day at least 20 militants are 
still at large, planning 
attacks, Israel Radio re- 
ported. 
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Egypt to continue 
selling its debt 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will 
continue selling off its $32 
billion foreign debt, said 
Economy Minister Nawal A1 
Taiawi, adding that the pol- 
icy had helped increase 
Egyptian exports. 

"Since the launch in 1989 
of the sale of Egyptian 
foreign debt. Egypt has been 
able to settle $3-2 billion of 
the debt.'' Ms. Taiawi said, 
quoted by the Arab economic 
daily A! Alam AI Youm 
Saturday. 

She said the programme 
had "contributed greatly to 
the increase of Egyptian 
exports as well as drawing 
Arab and foreign capital to 
invest in Egypt." 


Egypt is "prepared to sat- 
isfy the demands of parties 
which offer to buy up the 
debt on the condition they 
respect rules set by the 
Egyptian government", in- 
cluding the requirement that 
the debt be paid in Egyptian 
pounds, she said. 

Under accords with the 
Paris Club, which groups 
lending nations. Egypt is 
allowed to sell up to 10 per 
cent of its private foreign 
debt and 100 per cent of its 
government debt, she said. 

Both the World Bank and 
Egypt’s central bank have 
put the country's foreign 
debt at S32 billion. Al Alam 
Al Youm reported. 


Study: Death rates 
go up when income 
inequality is greater 


LONDON (AP) — A Har- 
vard University study says 
that death rates go up when 
income inequality is greater 
and suggests the United 
States could substantially re- 
duce its mortality rate by 
bringing its income gap down 
to the British level. 

“Income inequality is a 
major public health' prob- 
lem." said Bruce Kennedy of 
the Harvard School of Public 
Health, and one of the au- 
thors of the study published 
in the British Journal of 
Medicine. 

“Economic policies that 
only focus on growth without 
taking into account how new 
'icalth is distributed are 
shortsighted and may lead to 
negative results," he told the 
*.x£»x-?v*d Press. 

7.1? y\ .xC j used the “Robin 
tt.KKi index.” which mea- 
sures the share of total in- 
come that must be transfer- 
red from the rich to the less 
well off to Teach an equitable 
distribution, It found mortal- 
ity increases by 21 deaths per 
100.000 for each percentage 
point higher in the index. 

. -The study focused on low- 
1 income earners; people on 
welfare were not included in 
the study. 

The most equitable state 
was New Hampshire, with an 
index of 27.13 per cent and 
the least equitable was 
Louisiana, with 34.05 per 
cent, there was a smilar gap 
in mortality rates. Over all, 
southern states registered 
higher on the index, and had 
correspondingly higher mor- 


tality rates. 

“If overall income inequal- 
ity in the United States were 
reduced (from 30.22 per 
cent) to that of Great Britain, 
at 27 per cent, mortality 
would be reduced by 13 per 
cent” Mr. Kennedy said. 

Researchers used 1990 cen- 
sus data and mortality date 
from the national Centre for 
Health Statistics. 

They found that income 
inequality has a significant 
relationship with deaths from 
coronary heart disease, can- 
cer and homicide as well as 
with treatable diseases like, 
tuberculosis, pneumonia and 
hypertensrion. 

Mr. Kennedy said the re- 
sults show a possible casual 
relationship between a break- 
down of social cohesion and 
increased levels of frustration 
and stress, which in turn 
could affect health. 

“Societies that tolerate 
large income inequalities may 
also underinvest in education 
and health care for the less 
well-off,” he said. 

Uwe Reinhardt, a profes- 
sor of public health at Prince- 
ton University, said the study 
statistically backed up .what 
many experts bad long real- 
ised. 

“The widening of income 
distribution in America ex- 
acerbates the problem," he 
said in an interview. “In 
Louisiana, by the bayous, 
you have people living in 
Third Worid conditions. 
Eventually we will pay for 
this through the spread of 
contagious diseases." 


EU sees growth return in '97, 
single currency on track 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 
European Commission has 
said that meagre economic 
growth in Europe this year 
would improve and that a 
"significant number" of coun- 
tries were still on track to 
adopt a single currency in 
1999. 

It also said France and 
Germany — the linchpins of 
monetary union — would get 
their deficits to or below the 
key figure of three per cent of 
gross domestic product in 
time to qualify. 

In its spring economic 
outlook, the commission said 
growth in the 1 5-nation bloc 
this year would be just I _5 per 
cent, but that it would climb 
back to 2.4 per cent in 1997. 

"Signs are emerging that 
the decline in economic 
confidence may have come to 
a halt and may be picking up 
again in a number of 
countries." it said in a 
statement. 

Slumping growth had 
thrown into question the abil- 
ity of European Union (EU) 
countries to trim their deficits 
to three per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP), one 
of the key Fiscal tests for 


adopting the Euro, as the cur- 
rency is to be known. 

Germany and France were 
widely seen as failing the test 
in 1997. but the 
commission's figures 
suggested otherwise. 

France would have a deficit 
to GDP ratio of 3.0 per cent 
next year and Germany’s 
would be 2.9 per cent, the 
commission said. 


EU monetary affairs 
commissioner said that all 
the forecasts showed that eco- 
nomic and monetary union 
(EMU) was on track and that 
the timetable was "realistic." ■ 
► "I am convinced that a 
significant number of mem- 
ber states will fill the 
necessary conditions to 
switch to the Euro on Jan. I. 
1999." he said. 

Denmark, Ireland and 
Luxembourg were expected to 
achieve a qualifying deficit to 
GDP ratio this year. They 
would be joined by Germany, 
France, the Netherlands and 
Finland in 1997. 

Six other countries — 
Austria, Sweden. Belgium. 
Spain. Portugal and Britain - 
would be close. 


Denmark has opted out of 
joining a single currency and 
would need a referendum to re- 
verse its decision. Britain has 
the option of participating. * 

Given the bloc's economic 
.woes, however, some 
financial analysts had already 
criticised the figures for 
France and Germany, which 
were leaked earlier to a 
German newspaper. 

"Neither of these forecasts 
looks at all realistic, and 
look designed most of all to 
ward off any fears that EMU 
may be delayed,” Chase 
Investment Bank said in its 
daily market brief. 


The commission said that 
for 1 997 it had included 
countries’ latest budget plans, 
including Germany's 50 bil- 
lion mark ($30 billion) 
savings plan which has yet to 
be approved by the 
parliament. 

Many analysts believe 
there is a political will in the 
EU to adopt a single currency 
and that it will happen regard- 
less of strict adherence to the 
EMU criteria. 

"The decision has already 
been taken." Eric Chaney, 


senior economist at Morgan 
Stanley in. Paris, told Reuters 
financial television. 

At a news conference in 
Brussels earlier: hoWever, 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl said the criteria should 
not be touched. 

"I am strictly against 
changing the convergence 
criteria." he said. "If we now 
speak about lowering our 
objectives we will not be 
doing ourselves any favours." 

The commission predicted 
German growth would rise to 
1.8 per cent in 1997 from an 
anaemic 0.5 per cent this 
year. 

In other economic 
indicators, the commission 
said inflation was under 
control in most EU countries 
and should be at about 2.5 per 
cent on average next year. 

Unemployment remain a 
big problem, however. The 
jobless rate for the bloc as a 
whole next year was seen 
dropping to just 10.8 per cent 
from this year's 10.9 per 
cent. 

It would be worst in Spam 
at 22.1 per cent best in 
Luxembourg at 2.9 per cent. 


Japan imports more oil from Arab states 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Japan 
imported more oil from Arab 
countries in 1995. 
confirming projections about 
its growing reliance on the 
Middle East at the expense of 
other crude suppliers, bank 
figures have showed . 

Its crude oil imports from 
the Arab World, mostly from 
the Gulf, increased by around 
two per cent to 3.2 million 
barrels per day (bpd) 
compared to 1994. the 
Bahrain-based Arab Banking 
Corporation (ABC) said. 

Imports from other 
sources declined by seven per 
cent to 1.4 million bpd due to 
lower supplies from Iran and 
Indonesia. ABC said in its 
quarterly bulletin. 

"As a result, the Arab 
share of the total Japanese oil 
imports rose to around 70 per 
cent in 1995 from 65 per cent 
in 1994." it said. 

The United Arab Emirates 


(UAE). which has remained 
Japan's main oil partner over 
the past decade, supplied 
Tokyo with around 26 per 
cent of its total crude 
imports. 

Saudi Arabia's share stood 
at nearly 20 per cent and 
Oman and Qatar at around six 
per cent, the report showed. 

Another 10 per cent came 
from Kuwait and the Neutral 
Zone, a small oil-rich strip 
shared equally by die emirate 
and Saudi Arabia. The 
remaining shipments were 
supplied by Egypt and 
Yemen. 

Japan's oil imports from 
the Middle East have steadily 


grown over the past 15 years 
due to an increase in its 
consumption and in Arab 
output. 

Japanese officials have 
forecast a steady increase in 
supplies from the Middle East 
as it controls nearly 60 per 
cent of the world's proven 
crude reserves and produces 
more than a quarter of the 
global supplies. 

The level is set to surge as 
most Gulf nations are 
expanding their production 
capacities. 

ABC, the biggest 
financial institution in the 
region, said Arab oil 
production stayed almost 


unchanged at around 18.2 
million bpd in 1995, 
accounting for nearly 27 per 
cent of tbe world's total crude 
output. 

But it added that revenues 
were higher as the price of 
OPEC’s basket of seven 
crudes increased to an average 
$16.86 in 1995 from $15.3 
in 1994. 

The report gave no figures 
on 1995 revenues, but they 
were estimated at nearly 
$86.8 billion in 1994. f 


France to push- 
development aid 

at G-7 summit 


r 


PARIS (R) — France, 
acting on behalf of the 
developing world at 
next month's G-7 
summit; will call on in- 
dustrialised nations to 
reverse the current de- 
cline in aid. 
Cooperation Minister 

Jacques Godfrain has 

said . 

Development will be 
a major issue at the 
s ummi t of the world's 
seven most industri- 
alised countries from 
June 27 to 29 in Lyon, 
Mr. Godfrain told the 
newspaper Le Monde 
in an interview. 

"It will be largely 
devoted to 

development, and 
developing countries 
■will most certainly ask 
France to speak on their 
behalf," he said. 

"France must en 
courage industrialised 
powers to increase aid 
and it is our duty to be 
the champion of devel 
oping countries' de 
mauds," he said. 

President Jacques 
Chirac told the British 
parliament during a 
state visit to London he 
would make develop- 
ment aid a major issue 
at the summit, saying 
poor countries pursuing 
democracy and coura- 
geous economic re- 
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THE Daily Crossword by Vivian 


O. Collins 


ACROSS 
1 Consecrated 
6 Country letters, 
once 

10 Poet Teasdale 

14 Revolving part 

15 Baseball’s Rose 

16 Moran or Gray 

17 Fragrance 

18 Pass through 

1 9 Oriole's hangout 

20 Swiss city 
22 Memento 
24 Dissolve 

26 Whittle 

27 Patisserie item 
31 Boarder 

35 Worship 

36 Pinches 

38 Marital promise 

39 Superior 

40 Freudian term 

41 River to the 
Caspian 

43 Danson or 
Koppel 

44 Addict 

45 Church dignitary 

46 TX city 
49 Used tires 

51 Criticize in harsh 
language 

53 Island of the 
Netherlands 
Antilles 

54 Gave in 

58 Spotted horses 

62 Prolific auth. 

63 “Terrible" leader 

65 Sun-dried brick 

66 Outer covering 

67 Zilch 

68 Lamp denizen 

69 Nervous 

70 Lodge 
members 

71 Indians 
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DOWN 

1 Boast 

2 Knowledge 
handed down 

3 Jacket or collar 

4 Additional ones 

5 Tourist 

6 Increases 

7 Hide's partner 

8 Precipitous 


9 Rescinds 

10 Felt 

1 1 Length times 
width 

12 Peril 

13 A.M. word 
21 Fermented 

beverage 
23 Expert 
25 Shades 

27 Commercial pact 
letters 

28 Farewell 

29 Fishing holes 

30 River to the Gulf 
of Guinea 

32 Entertainer 
Radner 

33 Bordered 

34 Growls 

37 Studies carefully 

41 Wordiness 

42 Poisonous 
shrub 

44 Divide into parts 

47 Fashionable 

48 Fleming or 
Hunter 
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50 Draw from 
52 Sensible 

54 Occurring 
infrequently 

55 OK city 

56 Protracted 


57 Stygian 

59 Singer Tennilie 

60 Theater 
award 

61 Perceives 

64 Intergers: abbr. 
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“Since we started getting 200 
channels, I’ve lost ten pounds!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and MDw Argirion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ocdtoaiy words. 


SAUPE 
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YUMOS 
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LOEPPE 
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WHAT THE PLUM&- 
£12*5 WIFE WOKE 
TO THE &ALU 
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Now arrange toe circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 




Saturday* 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: EPOCH POISE FEEBLE REDUCE 
Answer Seldom heard at food raising dinner — 
TREE" SPEECH 


Peanuts 


AND AFTER THE WALTZ. DEAR EMILY, 
WE'LL DG A FOX TROT, AND THEN 
MAYBE A TANGO.. 
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TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Discuss with your family 
how to make the days ahead 
brighter for all and then pool 
your resources and energies 
toward such an end. Later 
this evening you should meet 
with fellow associates and 
.discuss some new project. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to Jiuie 

21) In the morning ‘tpday, 
you. gain inspiration in the 
outside world, and later this 
evening you can make family 
life more harmonious and 
happy by becoming involved 
in some activities which your 
whole family will enjoy parti- 
cipating in. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You unde!> 
stand how to gain modi 
abundance today and then 
talk your plans over with 
experts at your leisure who 
can provide you will some 
excellent suggestions. This 
evening is good for relaxing 
with your loved ones. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Study bow best to. make your 
personal life more as you 
want to be today, and then 
labour to make it happen and 
by doing so yon can be quite 
successful. Later this evening 
will be very productive so 
concentrate - upon your 
duties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Talk to your 
friends and see how they can 
assist you today in gaining 
your cherished aims. Use tact 
in reaching your goals at tins 
■time. Later this evening you 
should spend some time on 
some important career activi- 
ties. 

UBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) See one who has 
great vision and develop your 
•own as well today, and then 
raise the level of a friend’s 
ego by pursuing some career 
activities which will be quite 
beneficial. Tonight spend a 
quiet time at home. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Analyse your 
activities for the day today 
know they coincide 
with your personal desires. 
Treat others kindly at this 
time and they will acknow- 
iMge your generosity in ways 
winch you will not be able to 
count. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You may 
get fine ideas in the morning 
today and you should discuss 
them with a bigwig who tSfi 
S rve you backing, so mat 
your project will get the- 
proper send off. Later 
tonight spend some time with 
close friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Your intuition 
“ making a better 

nnprcssjon on others today, so 
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forms deserved sup- 
port. - 

Mr. Godfrain said 
he hoped the G-7 
summit would stop the 
decline in public 
development aid and 

open the way for 
growth in private sector 
aid to countries 
ensuring law and order 
and an independent 
justice. . 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, 
MAY 19 , 1 996 
ARIES: (Marcb 21 to April 
19) You get your finest ideas 
in tbe morning today, and 
then you can set a fine course 
to make them a reality. Be 
affectionate with your mate 
this evening and you cas^ 
spend some special private 
moments in each others com- 
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evening can be special if you 
plan -some romantic activities- 
wth your mate at some quiet 
place. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
^nruaiy 19) You can learn 
™ a wise person today how 
I?®**® V 0 * 1 * own life more 
abundant, and put such ideas 
®to effect. Later tonight it is 
important for you to proceed 
2?. My career activities 
™aich will help in your pro g- 


(February 20 to 
March 20) Adding more 
alarm and beauty to 
environment is wise today, 
however, first get ideas from 
® x Perts along such lines. La- 
ter this evening you should 
plan some activities which 
your whole family can partici- 
pate in for fan 

Buthstone of May: Emerald 

— Citrine 







Business & Finance 


Jordan limes, Sunday, May 19, 1996 


Nervous Iraqi 
word on U. 


traders await 
N. oil deal 


BAGHDAD (R) — Business 
Min was sluggish in Baghdad's 
bazaars Saturday as both 
i) , shoppers and traders waited 
, ^anxiously for the result of 
-jjaq-U.N. talks on partial oil 
U P !(i , 5 ^, expected at any time. 
■'Uhjj Traders said the 
fluctuations in the value of 
'the Iraqi dinar since the talks 
started on Feb.6 have made 
.fiem wary of concluding 
-deals, the price of which 
icould either skyrocket or 
slump depending on the 
outcome of the talks in New 
York. 

Several traders put up 
” their shutters saying they 
would only resume business 
' when the talks end. 

, Shoppers said they did 
,001 know what to do with 
their dinars, the value of 
‘ which could soar if a deal is 
concluded or plunge if the 
Ur IB *i talks reach deadlock again. 

°* 1 Iraq, hard-hit by U.N. 

, sanctions imposed after its 
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1990 invasion of Kuwait, is 
negotiating partial oil sales 
worth $2 billion over six' 
months to enable it to buy 
food, medical and other 
urgent humanitarian needs. 

In Jamila, Iraq’s foodstuff 
shopping centre, buying and 
selling was confined to 
essentials like flour, eggs, 
.sugar, and rice. 

A few carried baskets full 
of goods. They were the 
pessimists who said they 
were tired of the protracted 
talks and decided to buy 
regardless. 

A kilogramme of sugar 
was sold for 700 dinars in 
Jamila down from 1600 prior 
to the talks starting, but soil 
a lot for Iraqis earning an 
average 3500 dinars a month. 

"There are so many 
women shoppers these days. ■ 
They just ask about prices 
which for many are still very 
expensive despite the latest 


falls," said a trader. 

Iraqi and U.N. negotiators 
reached a draft accord in New 
York Wednesday and said 
they were waiting for 
approval from Iraqi leaders. 

"It is hard to do business 
these days amid the 
instability of a currency 
whose constant changing has 
become our worst headache," 
said another trader. 

Money changing was 
almost stagnant in Baghdad. 
Exchange houses, legally free 
to deal hard cash, gave 
different rates for the U-S. 
dollar on Saturday. To lure 
customers a number of money 
changers offered more than 
800 dinars for the dollar 
which traders viewed as a 
bargain. 

Earlier in the 
negotiations. positive 
remarks from either U.N. or 
'Baghdad, would firm the 
dinar's value. At times it 


surged to about 500 to the 
dollar. 

The uncertainty about the 
talks bas affected most 
businesses in Baghdad. Car 
repairers, mechanics, spare 
part traders and factory, 
owners, who made millions 
prior to the talks, complain 
of lack of business. 

"Everybody hopes oil 
will flow, trade will 
mushroom again and people 
will be able to buy," said one 
trader who said he was facing 
his first bad times under the 
U.N. embargo. 

The current state of 
economic stagnation has also 
led to complaints of 
unemployment for the first 
time in Iraq since sanctions 
were imposed. 

"Our oil revenues could , 
work miracles but we first 
need to be sure that the 
revenues are sure to come." 
added the trader. 


Banks in UAE report record profits 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — United 
‘ Arab Emirates (UAE) national 
banks made record profits in 
1995 because of a business, 
upturn in the region and 
' expansion in their services, 

* their balance sheets have 
showed . 

! Net profits by the 17 of 
I the Gulf country's 19 national 
.banks jumped by 31.5 per 
cent to 2.1 billion dirhams 
(5572 million ) in 1995, 
^froni 1.7 billion dirhams 
JS463 million ) in 1994. 

? • The national banks made 
. substantial achievements in 
. 1995. 

' Their performance has 

* beeo the best since the 
establishment of the 

‘ banking system in the UAE." 

said.;' -Zuhai r K a s w ani . - a 
' leading UAE economist and 


stockbroker. 

Bankers attributed the 
high profits to an economic 
-upswing in the UAE and 
other Gulf states due to higher 
oil prices, introduction of 
new banking services, and a 
surge in personal loans. 

Another factor was that 
banks have overcome bad 
debt problems by setting 
aside large funds from their 
profits. 

According to the bankers, 
most of the business boom 
was in the construction and 
trade sectors, the biggest in 
the region after the oil sector. 

Mr. Kaswani, citing the 
banks' balance sheets, said 
credits by the 17 banks 
increased by 11.8 per cent to 
57.3 billion dichoms ($15.$ 
billion ) by. the end of 1995, 


from 51.7 billion dirhams 
($14 billion ) by the end of 
1994. 

Assets totalled 111.4. 
billion dirhams ($30.3. 
billion) in 1995, compared* 
with around 105.5 billion 
dirhams ($28.7 billion )in 
1994. 

Shareholders equity grew 
by 9.3 per cent to 14.7 
billion dirhams ($4 billion) 
and deposits by 4.3 per cent 
to 80.3 billion dirhams 
($21.8 billion ). 

The capital stood at 6.6 
billion dirhams ($1.79 
billion) and dividends at 1 .02 
billion dirhams ($277 
million) . 

Bankers said the rise in 
the shareholders equity was 
because, many, ..banks .had 
boosted thete: capttal fcnd 
reserve s '- m - B n c - witfr-centrar 


bank instructions to ensure 
all banks meet international 
adequacy standards. 

A breakdown showed the 
government-controlled 
National Bank of Dubai made 
the highest profits in 1995. 
standing at 352 million 
dirhams ($95.9 million). 

The National Bank of Abu 
Dhabi, also state-run. had the 
biggest assets, at around 23.4 
billion dirhams t$6.37 bil- 
lion). 

, • The report did not cover 
the Golf First Bank, which 
has yet to issue its 1995 
balance sheet. 

The other bank is the 
Union National Bank, which 
• has not released results for 
’ the past five years due to its 
link to the collapsed Bank of 
Credit and Commerce 
International. 


Gold demand 
said falling 
seven percent 


LONDON (R) — High gold 
prices and tough economic 
conditions in several major 
consuming countries com- 
bined to reduce first quarter 
world gold femand by seven 
per cent compared with the 
same period in 1995. the 
World Gold Council (WGC) 
said on Wednesday. 

According to its gold de- 
mand trends quarterly report, 
aggregate demand totalled 
636 tonnes in countries mon- 
itored which account for- 
about SO per cent of world 
gold demand. 

"We always expected the 
first quarter to be below the- 
exceptional demand of a year 
ago. The outcome is better 
than we expected" said Helen 
Junz, director of the WGC’s 
economic service. 

"It confirms the view that 
there continues to be very 
strong underlying demand," 
Ms. Junz said. 

A 53 per cent downturn in 
investmeht buying in the de- 
veloped markets compared 
with the 1995 period led the 
downturn. 

Investors turned away 
from gold particularly in 
Japan where demand returned 
to normal after a first quarter 
1995 boom in reponse to the 
Kobe earthquake, a record low 
yen gold price and financial 
sector scares. 

The 29 per cent recovery 
in the yen gold price since 
second quarter 1995 has not 
been accompanied by mas- 
sive dishoarding. Investment 
demand was a net 20 tonnes, 
in line with the revels seen 
over 1992-1994," Gold 
Demand Trends said. 

Against last year's record 
offtake, jewellery demand in 
the developing markets of 
Asia, the Middle East and 
Latin America fell only two 
per cent and in the developed 
market jewellety demand was 
only one per cent less than . 
the 1995 first quarter. 


Gold consumption notice- 
ably slowed when the price 
streaked to its highest level 
in six years at over $415 per 
ounce in early February but 
has begun to ‘pick up since. 

Ms. Junz said, “latest 
market reports indicate that 
based on the resumption of 
normal buying behavior, de- 
mand has adjusted to about 
$10 above the lower band of 
prices (seen at the end of last 
year) to around $390 per 
ounce since late last year." 

Ms. Junz added,” at this 
level and with continued 
income growth in most high 
gold-affinity countries, the 
outlook for 1996 is for 
demand consolidation at high 
levels, although perhaps not 
quite equalling the 1995 
-record." 

The world's largest gold 
consumer. India, used 1 1 S.8 
tonnes, five percent less than 
in the 1995 quarter following 
a 20 per cent increase in the 
rupee gold price. 

U.S. Jewellery demand 
was up for the 17th consecu- 
tive quarter with a six percent 
rise to 74.4 tonnes. 

Saudi Arabia/UAE demand 
rose five per cent to a record 
first quarter total of 56.6 
tonnes, aided by a rising oil 
price and strong demand 
during a Dubai promotional 
festival. 

But Chinese demand fell 
i3 per cent, to 54.2 tonnes, 
reflecting government policy 
to control inflation and a 
drop off in imported jewellery 
when the world gold price 
rose above the Chinese 
domestic price. 

The WGC is a Geneva- 
based non-profit making 
promotional organisation .of. 
world gold producers. 


Wall Street tackles layoffs and low salaries 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
.Political pressure on in- 
,dustiy to end a pattern of 
massive layoffs may be rak- 
ing effect — Wall Street has 
■ begun to criticise compa-' 
. roes' efforts to be meaner and 
..leaner. 

‘ Kite heaviest hitter to 
ttteigh in so far is Stephen 
■Roach, the influential chief 
-economist of capitalist bas- 
tion Morgan Stanley, who 
faxed a statement to clients 
backing away from calls to 
cm personnel fat and hold 
down salaries. 

"Corporate America has 
done a terrific job in 
boosting the efficiency 
under which it operates by 
slashing workers, closing 


plants and squeezing wages,” 
he wrote. 

"But I have come 
reluctantly to the conclusion 
that it is basically all that 
has been at work," he added. 
"If all you are doing is 
hollowing out companies 
and squeezing out workers, 
ultimately you are going to 
hit a big wall." 

He recommended. raising 
salaries to keep .pace with 
productivity gains. Without 
that, he predicted a' "worker 
backlash" that would lead to 
government intervention in 
the economy. 

President Bill Clinton's 
administration, whose point 
man on the workforce is 
Labour Secretary Robert 


Reich, had been making the 
same recommendation for 
months. 

"I am very encouraged by 
what I am hearing Mr. Roach 
and other analysts say," he 
said. "If Wall Street begins 
to tell their clients that they 
have got to lake a look at 
hollowing out and downsiz- 
ing, that can have an enor- 
mous influence." 

Mr. Roach said that he had 
changed his mind after see- 
ing the growing disparity 
between rises in productivity ! 

and profits and stagnation in 
wages. 

"Workers cannot be under- 
paid forever," he said. 

When U.S . companies 
were confronted with stiff 


Japanese competition and 
the high dollar in the 1980s, 
it was natural for companies 
to target their biggest ex- 
pense: Workers' salaries. 

"We have probably gone 
too far, that has always been 
the American way and now 
we are going to begin the 
long arduous process of 
swinging back the other way 
with the pendulum going 
back from capital to labour," 
he said. 

Companies that persist in 
enriching themselves while 
squeezing labour are practic- 
ing "tactics that in the end 
can lead to industrial extinc- 
tion," he said. 

But Mr. Roach's ideas 
have not found wide support 


on Wall Street. Rosanne 
Cahn, chief economist ar 
First Boston, said that there' 
were good reasons to invest 
in capital rather than people. 

"Companies substitute 
capita! for labour because 
capital is cheap and labour 
is expensive." she said. 
"Labour is expensive 
because of something which 
is not under its control, that 
is health costs." 

She also argued that no 
company would want to be 
the first to raise salaries. 
And she doubted that it would 
be forced upon them, given 
the weak labour unions in 
the United States and 
Republicans dominating 
Congress, who have blocked 


a bill raising the minimum 
wage. 

Others argued that .the 
salaries were not the issue as 
much as an effort by compa- 
nies to generate loyalty 
among their employees. 

Frederick Reichheld, a 
consultant with the firm 
Bain and Co., the question of 
loyalty is critical since 
American companies today 
lose half their workers every 
four years. 

"Pay cuts and price 
increases can boost 
earnings, but they have a 
negative effect on employee 
’and customer loyalty and so 
shorten the duration and 
worth of those assets," he 
said. 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 


Jordan Kuwait Bank writes oft 
\JD 5.07 million of bad debts 

■fr* AMONG A NUMBER of accomplishments achieved 
by the Jordan Kuwait Bank last year were boosting after 
tax profits by JD 515,000 to JD 1.4 million, raising total 
deposits by JD 21.9 million to JD 215.3 million and 
increasing shareholders' equity from JD 18.54 million to JD 
19-89 million. Other results were bringing up total assets to 
JD 248.5 million up from JD 220 million in 1994, and 
raising the volume of credit facilities by 13 per cent to JD 
117.1 million. Board Chairman Sufian Sartawi told the 
general assembly that the bank earned more that JD 20 
million in interest and commission compared to JD 16.8 
million m 1994. With interest and commission paid 
amounting to JD 11 million, the bank's net operational 
income was about JD 8.9 million. Noting that the bank's 
portfolio of shares and stocks for investment and trading 
amounted to JD 8.59 million, Mr. Sartawi said that the 
bank generated JD 512,000 (JD 302.500 in 1994) from 
trading operations and JD 58,000 from investment returns. 

The chairman revealed that the bank had decided to 
write off JD 5.07 million of bad debts but he assured the 
shareholders that despite this move the bank would keep 
purusing for the repayment of these debts and thar a special 
unit for this purpose had been set up. Another step 
highlighted in the annual report was the opening of a 
branch in Nablus which is considered as the first expansion 
outside Jordan. 

Winding up the general assembly meeting, the sharehol- 
ders approved rolling over the profit for 1996 to consolidate 
the bank’s financial position and to prepare for raising the 
capital to JD 20 million in 1997 by capitalising retained 
earnings and reserves and floating new shares ( Al Aswaq + 
Al Ra'i + Al Dustour). 

Third party car insurance weighs 
negatively on 1995 financial results of 
General Arabia Insurance Company 

■irir THE GENERAL assembly of the General Arabia 
Insurance Company approved in an extraordinary session a 
recommendation from the board of directors to increase 
the company’s capital by JD 800,000 to JD 2 million and 
authorised the board to take the necessary measures 
towards this end. The capital increase will be covered from 
reserves and retained earnings as well as from private 
subscription. During the ordinary session, the general 
assembly approved rolling over the profit and retaining it 
for 1996 after deducting a 10 per cent portion to be added 
to the voluntary reserve account. The company managed to 
boost its annual production growth by 17.2 per cent last 
year to JD 2.87 million whereas paid claims increased by 
4.02 per cent to JD 1.52 million. The board said the 
obligatory third party car insurance sector had weighed 
negatively on the company’s financial results by registering 
a JD 140,542 loss. This figure caused the total net profit of 
all the insurance departments to fall by 80.18 per cent to a 
mere JD 24,260. According to the company's annual 
report, other income earned last year amounted to JD 
24,277 per cent drop from the JD 197,242 other income 
earned hi 1994. The company had a portfolio-, of shares- and 
■ stocks totalling JD 2.7 mfliion at the eritf of 1995 compared 
to JD 2.48 million in 1994. Total assets stood at JD 4.23 
million while shareholders' equity totalled JD 1.69 million 
(Al Aswaq + Al Dustour). 
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io Sports 


Italian Open 


Edberg goes out in emotional style 


ROME (AP) — Stefan 
Edberg bowed and waved to 
all comers of the Foro Italico 
Stadium. The 10.200 specta- 
tors stood for several minutes 
in a rousing ovation. Tears 
streamed down the faces of 
many fans. 

Edberg. playing his 14th 
and final year on the tour, 
received an emotional 
farewell after losing 6-3. 6-3 
to Richard Krajicek in the 
Italian Open quarterfinals 
Friday. 

“In a foreign country to 
have an ovation like that' was 
quite amazing," Edberg said. 
"I expected a nice round of 
applauses, but this was really 
special." 

Even during the match, the 
crowd repeatedly broke into 
rhythmic clapping and chants 
of "Stefan% Siefan%” 
"Sometimes. 1 had goose- 
bumps out there." said 
Edberg. playing for only the 
third time in Rome. "It was 
great leaving the court. Even 
if I lost the match, it didn't 
matter today.” 

Krajicek said he felt lonely 
on the center court. 

"My girlfriend and another 
friend were supporting me,” 
the Dutchman said. "It was 
like three against 12,000." 

In a night match, top- 
seeded defending champion 
Thomas Muster powered into 
the semifinals with a 6-3. 6-2 
victory over No. 7 Marcelo 
Rios of Chile. Muster needed 
just over an hour to defeat a 
player considered one of the 
rising stars in tennis.” 

In other quarterfinal 
matches, sixth-seeded Wayne 
Ferreira beat No. 14 Andrei 
Medvedev, 6-4, 64, and No. 
11 Alberto Costa crushed Ita- 
ly's Andrea Gaudenzi, 6-2, 



The Ukraine’s Andrei Medvedev reacts by hitting his forehead 
with his racket after losing a point during the Italian Open 
tennis quarter-final tournament against South Africa's Walne 
Ferreira May 17 (Renters photo) 


6 - 1 . 

In the semifinals. Muster 
will face Costa — one of only 
three players to beat him on 
clay in the last two years — 
and Ferreira will meet Kra- 
jicek. 

The Edberg-Krajicek 
match featured the unusual 


sight of two men playing clas- 
sic serve-and-volley tennis on 
clay. It also included the 
second-fastest serve ever re- 
corded on the ATP Tour. 

In the eighth game of the 
second set, Krajicek cracked 
a first serve timed at 220 kph 
— just a shade below the 



f 



Lavina Mfiosovkf of Romania performs on ibe on May 17. Romania won the gold medal 
beam during the team competition of the (Reuters photo) 

European Artistic Gymnastic Championships 

Romania win gymnastics crown 


BIRMINGHAM (R) — 
Simona Amanar. Gina Go- 
gean and Lavinia Milosovid, 
world gymnastics champions 
past and present, had no tre- 
ble defending the European 
women’s team crown for 
Romania on Friday. 

The trio, who were all in 
the team which took world 
championship gold last year, 
led from start to finish in the 
team competition in the last 
major gymnastics event be- 


ll — fore the Atlanta Olympics, 
i Go- World all-round silver 
■ovid, medallist Svetlana Khorkina 
ipions helped Russia to second 

0 tro- place and Ukraine, led by 
apean overall world champion Lilia 

1 for Podkopayeva, rook the 

bronze. 

all in The teams from the former 

world Soviet Union each have their 
year, own stars but they cannot 
in the match the depth of talent in 
e last Romania, who must nojv be 
l be- runaway favourites for Atlan- 

CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Sharon Stone & 
Robert Deniro ..in 

Casino 


Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6:00, 9:00 

i 


Not even the return of the 

elegant Svetlana Boginskaya, 
former world and Olympic 
champion, after three years 
in retirement could help Be- 
larus daim a medal. 

Like the other remnants 
from the once-mighty Soviet 
Union, Belarus were unable 
to put together a five-strong 
team as talented as Roma- 
nia's and finished fourth. 


220.4 kph (137 mph) delivery 
by Britain's Greg Rusedski at 
San Jose last year. But Kra- 
jicek's serve was the fastest of 
1996, topping the 217 kph 
(13.9 mpfa) by Rusedski at 
the Australian Open. 

Edberg managed to get the 
serve back in play but lost tbe 
point. After seeing the speed 
displayed on tbe courtside 
monitor, Edberg flexed his 
bicep to tbe fans. 

“I didn’t even look (at the 
speed dock) because I didn't 
think it was that fast," Kra- 
jicek said. “I won the point, 
that's the most important 
think. It would be terrible to 
hit to serve like that and lose 
the point.” 

But Krajicek had more 
than a big serve going this 
day. he played one his best 
matches ever on day, ripping 
ground strokes and passing sh 
ots that kept Edberg in 
check. 

“He played out of his 
mind," Edberg said-. “The 
way he played today, he can 
beat anybody on day. He did 
everything really well, when 
he. needed to find. a line, be 
did.” 

Krajicek also. showed poise 
in dealing with the pro-. 
Edberg crowd.' The fans 1 
hooted and shouted. “scemo” 
— idiot — when Krajicek 
argued a line call in tbe first 
game of the second set and 
received a time violation 
warning. 

* The outpouring of support 
for Edberg contrasted with 
the way the crowd turned 
against Gaudenzi, who was 
trying to become tbe first 
Italian to reach the semifinals 
in 18 years. Gaudenzi was 
jeared in his lackluster per- 
formance against costa. 

Morceli 
out for . 
records 

ATLANTA (R) — r Noured- 
dine Morceli won't -be satis- 
fied this summer with merely 
winning the Olympic 1.500- 
metre gold medal that eluded 
him four years ago in Barce- 
lona.;.. .. ; 

The Algerian world cham- 
pion wants to smash his world 
records in both the 1,500 
metres and the mile in Euro- 
pean races after the games. 

"I think I can run about 
3:25 in the 1.500 and 3:42 or 
3:43 in the mile.” the soft- 
speaking Algerian said as he 
prepared for the Grand Prix 
meeting in the Altanta Olym- 
pic Stadium. 

He would like to knock 
about two seconds off his 
1995 1,500-metre world re- 
cord of 3:27.37 with a strong 
run in Monte Carlo on Au- 
gust 10. then wipe out his 
1993 world mile record of 
3:44.39 four days later in 
Zurich. 

“I think I can do that," 
said Morceli. "I have learned 
from my mistakes (in Barce- 
lona)." 


Wimbledon 
to have own 
music 

LONDON (R) — The All- 
England Lawn Tennis Club, 
where Wimbledon is played, 
will have its own theme tune 
for the first time this year. 

The dub commissioned the 
music, entitled “Purple and 
Green,” the official Wimble- 
don colours as worn by ball- 
boys and baQgirls and in- 
corporated into souvenirs 
like towels and T-shirts. 

A second, vocal, version 
is based on Rudyard Ki- 
pling’s poem “If” wbich 
appears over the. entrance 
used by players as they walk 
onto centre court. 

Chris Gorringe, chief ex- 
ecutive of the All England 
dub, said: “It has been tbe 
dub's intention for some time 
to commission a suitable 
piece of music to capture the 
essence of Wimbledon. 

. “We hope ‘Purple and 
Green* will soon become 
synonymous with the cham- 
.pionships in the minds of 
audiences around the world.” 
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‘Robson taking charge at Barcelona’ 

LISBON (R) — Former England manager pions for four successive seaso ' ^ 


LISBON (R) — Former England manager 
Bobby Robson signed a two-year contract on 
Friday to replace Johan Cruyff as coach of 
Spanish dub Barcelona, a Portuguese radio 
station reported. 

JSF radio said that Robson, who has just 


19 B ut after two barren seasons there had 
been rafts for the outspoken Dutchman. 

wh«e replaced?® 

N “ n " h rJuh e dub had only recently 


JSF radio said that Robson, who has just Nunez nave had Qn|y reC entIy 

led Portuguese side Porto to their second The apamMi ^ disa ppointmems 

successive league championship, flew on Fn- announced seasons, the former Dutch 
day to Madrid where the deal was agreed, of the past . d ^ staying for another 

Offidals at Porto could not be immediately World Cup star would De s 


VkilUOD 4 VILV vuuim - 

contacted to comment on the signing which 
had been widely predicted by Spanish and 
Portuguese media. There was no immediate 
comment from Barcelona either. 

Robson had reportedly been offered a 
contract worth 20 million pesetas ($160,000) a 
month to bring success back to the hugely 
ambitious Catalan club which has won nothing 
in the past two years. 

The 63-year-old coach, who underwent 
surgery last year to remove a rumour from his 


But Spanish media were unanimous that 
r-wf had triggered his dismissal by his 
StS »nuof h is criticisms of Barcelona 

management despite reaching a verbal agree- 
ment to limit his comments at the end of 

Spanish papers said the Dutchman's son 
Jordi a striker who recently won his first cap 
for the Netherlands, would probably leave 

with him. 


He won two league championships with 
Dutch club PSV Eindhoven before going to 
Lisbon’s sporting in 1992. He was fired, for 
the first time in his long football career, some 
18 months later and switched to Porto. 

Cruyffs eight years at Barcelona, one of 
Europe's wealthiest clubs, have been amongst 
the most successful in its history. 

They won the European Cup for the first 
time in 1992 and were Spanish League cham- 


Porto still to run. 

The Spanish sports daily Marca had earned 
an interview with Robson on Friday in which 
the Englishman described Barcelona as "the 
best dub in the world." 

Speaking on Thursday he said he thought 
everything would be decided within 24 hours. 
-*Mv intention was to stay here (at Porto)... 
but things may hve changed.' Robson said 
then. 


RACJ wraps up Jordan Rally 
with prize-giving ceremony 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Following 
arduous preparation by all 
concerned, the 860- 
kilometre-long Jordan 
International Rally is over 
and organisers, the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan 
(RACJ). capped the event 
with the prize^giving 
ceremony Saturday evening. ' 

Only 12 out of 27 starters 
finished the 14-stage two-day 
rally which forms the second 
round of the Middle East 
Championship. 

Seven-time Middle East 
Rally champion Mohammad 
Bin Sulayyem of the United 
Arab Emirates received the 
first place trophy after 
clinching bis sixth Jordan 
Rally title. Last year's winner 
Abdullah Bakhashab of Saudi 
Arabia took second place 
while Andreas Tsouloftas of 
Cyprus finished third. 

The best Jordanian result - 
was Jordan's Ma'rouf Abu. 
Samra who came in fourth 
followed by Australia's Ron 
Cremen, Charris 
Komodromos of Cyprus, 
Salem Bin Sha'ban of the 
UAE, Mehelaos Melissas of 
Cyprus, Ben Coles of Great 1 
Britain, and Jordanians 
Ibrahim Ata Ali, Fayek 
Sayegh and Tamer Taba'a. 

Eighteen participants had 
finished the first leg of the 
event on Thursday, but as the 
second day of the rally got 
underway the tough and long 
special stages took their toll. 
Most of Jordan's top com- 
petitors were out early in the 
rally. Last-year's fourth place 
finisher Jordan's Bashar 
Bustami was out on the first 
day and early on the second 
day His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah Ben AI 



Mohammad Bin Sulayyem. 

Hussein, who was fourth 
after the first leg, was also 
out. He was followed by two* 
Jordanian hopefuls 1995 
Drivers Open champion 
Ahmad Al Daoud and brother 
Mohammad . both in new 


* Group A 

Mohammad Bin 

Sulayyem 

Abdullah Bakhashab 
Andreas Tsouloftas 

* Group N 
Marouf Abu Samra 
Ron Cremen 
Salem Ben Sha'ban 

* Class 8 

Mohammad Bin 

Sulayyem 

Abdullah Bakhashab 



Ford Escort Cosworths. 

But nevertheless, the 
rally was appreciated by 
participants for its 
troublefree run, a prominent 
fact that enabled everyone to 
enjoy the competition. 


Andreas Tsouloftas 

* Class 7 
Charris Komodromos 
•Class 6 

Ben Coles 
Ibrahim Ata Ali 
Tamer Taba 1 

* Class 4 
Marouf Abu Samra 
Ron Cremen 
Salem Bin Sha'ban 

* Class 2 
Fayek Sayegh 


Indy driver killed in crash 


Weah plans « 
World Cup 
exile squad 

ABIDJAN (R) — Liberia’s 
George Weah, world player 
of the year, said he hoped to 
organise his war-torn coun- 
try’s national team in exile to 
contest the qualifying rounds 
for the 1998 World Cup. 

Renewed civil war has 
shattered the Liberian capital 
Monrovia, sending thousands 
of Liberians fleeing abroad. 

Many members of Liberias 
national team, the Lone Star, 
are either abroad or trapped 
at home. 

“We are going to appeal to 
FIFA (soccer's world gov- 
erning body) to give us time 
to organise our team in exil*. 
in order for us to honour 
matches.” AC Milan striker 
Weah said. 

Weah, who captains the 
Lone Stars, said half the team 
which represented Liberia in 
the 1996 African Nations Cup 
finals in South Africa were 
trapped by the fighting. 

He said he hoped to camp 
?: the team-in the town of Bing- 
D«rville,. outside . Abidjan, 
•'where the rest of Liberia's 
professional players in 
Europe would converge in 
preparation for their first 
World Cup qualifier against 
Gambia on June 9. 

Liberia are scheduled to 
play away on that date but 
Weah said the return leg two 
weeks later would have to be 
fixed in one of the neighbour- 
ing cities. 

Weah, twice African play- 
er of the year, has been 
selected for a world tetf’n 
against World Cup chS5- 
pions Brazil in the Untied 
Stales in June. 

“I almost turned down the 
invitation because the match 
is scheduled in the United 
States," Weah said. 

Liberia has founded by 
freed. American slaves in 
1847 as Africa's first republic- 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
American driver Scott 
Brayton, the Indy 500 pole- 
sitter, died 'Friday after 
crashing during practice for 
the May 26 race. . 

Brayton, 37, died about a. 
half-hour after the accident 
at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, track spokes- 
man Bob Walters said. 

He was tbe 40th Indy 500 
driver to die during, prac- 
tice, qualifications or the 
race, and the first since 
Jbvy Marcelo was lolled 
during practice in 1992. In 
all, 66 people — drivers, 
mechanics, spectators and 
a bystander — have died in 
accidents at the track. 

Brayton, the most ex- 
perienced Indy 500 driver 
in this year’s field, was 
knocked unconscious and 
rushed to a hospital after 
crashing on Turn 2. 

Dr Henry Bock, the 
medical director .at the 
track, came out to the crash 




scene and accompanied 
Brayton to Methodist Hos- 
pital. Track offidals said 
Brayton was unoonsdous 
when he was placed on a 
stretcher and taken away in 
an ambulance. 

He was pronounced dead 
33 minutes later, Walters 
said. 

“IBs death was due to 
injuries sustained in an 
accident,” Walters said at a 
news conference at the 
speedway. “The speedway 
delayed the announcement 
of Scott's death until his 
family members could be 
notified.” 

Brayton’s car did a half- 
spin and travelled 420 feet 
(126 metres) before it 
smashed into the wall. The 
car continued sliding along 
the wall for 360 feet (108 
metres) with parts flying 
off. It then did a quarter- 
span and travelled another 
600 feet (180 metres) be- 
fore coming to a stop in the’ 


back straightaway. 

The right rear and entire 
left side of the car were 
extensively damaged. 

The crash was the third 
of the month at the speed- 
way. Johnny Parsons and 
rookie Scott Harrington 
walked away from earlier 
crashes. 

Brayton, from Coldwa- 
ter, Michigan, was driving 
one of the team menard 
backup cars, rather than 
the identical year-old Lola- 
Menard in which he won 
the pole last Saturday with 
a record four-lap average 
speed of 233.718 mph 
(373.949 kmph). The mark 
was topped later in the day 
by Ane Luyendyk. 

Brayton’s fastest lap Fri- 
day before the crash was 
230.126 mph. 

A veteran of 148 Indy car 
races, Brayton had qual- 
ified for his 15th Indy 500. 
His best finish at Indy was 
sixth in 1989 and 1993. 
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^“ Brayton 
tosSdWarS Speedway 
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Fifi Abdou & Kamal Shinnawi C0NC0BD“i n 

*Gold Market * OUT BREAK 

(Arabic) Shows: 1 2:30, 3:30, 6:1 5, 8:30, 1 0:30 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30,6:30, 8:30, 10:30 * Ace Ventura “ 2 ” 

* TOV Storv SShtws: 5:00, 8:00 

* * CONCORD “2" 

Show: 5:00 RICHIE RICH 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 10:30 


Fifi Abdou 

& Kamal Shinnawi...in 

Gold Market 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 8:30, 10:30 

‘DESPERADO 

Show. 6:30 




PRESEnt^^ 

the SATIRICAL comedey 

Arab Human Rights* 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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I J SF Shield competition kicks off today 

< Rv a Inrdan TSmae Inul.. . 


By a Jordan Times 

- Staff Reporter 

AMMAN- The Kingdom's 
10 Premier League soccer 
teams return to competition 
when the Jordan Soccer 
Federation Shield competi- 
tion kicks off Sunday. 

The Shield is reserved for 
Premier League teams only 
and is the second of four an- 
nual competitions organised 
by the Jordan Soccer 7 
Federation (JSF). AI Ahli 
meet Kufrsoom in the open- 
ing match of the competi- 
tion today. 

AI Faisali already 
clinched the first title of the 
season when they beat Al 
Wihdat in the Cup Winners 1 
Cup. the opening match of 
the soccer season which was 
held May 1 grouping the 


Jordan Cup and League 
cfaampious. 

Teams participating in 
the Shield competition have 
been divided into two. 
groups: 

- Group J : Faisali. 
Wihdat, Qadissieh, Ramtha. 
Qoqazi. 

- Group 2 : Hussein. 
Kufrsoum, Ahli. Shabab.Al 
Hussein, Jazireb. 

The first round will be a 
knockout competition. The 
semifinal round begins May 
29 before the competition 
concludes with the final 
match June 2. 

Three top teams, Wihdat, 
Faisali, and Ramtha are in 
Group 1 and will be battling 
it out for a second round 
berth. Titleholders AJ 
Wihdat will be meeting the 
winner of Al Faisali -Qoqazi 


match while al Ramtha will 
.be playing Al Qadissieh. 

In Group 2 Al Hussein are 
expected to have an easy 
time against newcomers 
Shabab Al Hussein. 

Al Wihdat have won the 
title a record four times, Al 
Faisali and Al Ramtha three 
times . Al Jazireb and 
Amman twice and Al Hussein 
only oDce. 

JSF competitions 
get underway 

Meanwhile, the JSF has 
already commenced the 
second and third division 
championships. Twenty-six 
teams have been divided into 
six groups in the second 
division while the third divi- 
sion’s 96 teams include IS 
groups. 


The Premier League and 


first division champ 
onships are . scheduled fc 
: mid-June: " 

JSF 

Shield 

record 

1981 


Al 

Jazireb 

1982 


AJ 

Wihdat 

1983 

wmmmmm 

Al 

Wihdat 

1984 


Amman 

X985 


Amman 

1986 


Ai 

Jazireb 

1987 


Al 

Faisali 

1988 


AI 

Wihdat 

1989 


Al 

Ramtha 

1990 

mmmmmm 

AJ 

Ramtha 

1991 


Ai 

Faisali 

1992 


AI 

Faisali 

1993 

**!*•» 

Al 

Ramtha 

1994 


Al 

Hussein 

1995 


Al 

Wihdat 


7th Arab Cup Winners’ Cup 

Jordan's Faisali qualify to semifinals 


9. 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Faisali 
Saturday became the first 
Jordanian team to qualify to 
-the semifinal round of the 
Arab Cup Winners' Cup 
championship when they 
drew 1-1 with Morocco's 
Olympic Khreibkeh on the 
final day of championship's 
first round. 

The draw meant AJ Faisali 
finished second in Group 2 
behind Khreibkeh. AI Faisali 
will now meet Group 1 leaders 
Saudi Ai Riyad while 
Khreibkeh will face Algeria's 
' Al Mdyah. 

AI Fai saii's Firas AI 
Kftalaileh scored his team's 
goal from a well executed 
pass from teammate Jiryes 

- Tadros midway through the 
second half. AI Faisali how- 
ever could not hold on to the 
lead as the Moroccan team 
scored the equaliser eight 
minutes later. 

. Al Faisali's Ja’far Hammad 
and Jiasouneh Sheikh squan-" 
dered . easy. scoring chances 
‘ that would have secured .them 
a win and qualified them to 
play group one's second team 

— considered relatively 
easier opponents than the 
unbeaten Saudis. 

Nevertheless. Ai Faisali 
made Jordanian soccer 
history both with their 
qualification and by scoring 
the first Jordanian win in the 
championship's record when 
they overwhelmed Sudan's Al 
.Mawrdeh 5-1 in an earlier 
match. 

Al Ittihad of Qatar 
anxiously awaited the 
outcome of the Faisali- 
Khreibkeh match as Al 
Faisali's loss would have 
meant the Qatari team’s quali- 
fication after having scored a 
7-1 win over Al Mawrdeh of 
Sudan in Saturday's early 
match. 

Participating teams have 
never before won the title or 
even runner up position. Past 
champions, notably teams 
from Egypt and Tunisia, are 
missing the competition 
especially the championship 
record holders, Olympic 
Baidawi of Morocco, who 
won the title a record three 
consecutive times. 

The other Jordanian team 
in the championship, hosts 
Al Wihdat, were knocked out 
of the first round after losing 
all their matches and ending 
up last in the group. 

Al Wihdat's Iraqi coach' 
Ali Kalhem Saturday offi- 
cially submitted his resigna- 
tion to the club's board. 
Informed sources said Al 
Wihdat were now looking to' 
sign a coach from either 
Brazil of Romania. 

While Al Wihdat were 
playing the Cup Winner's 
Cup for the first lime, Al 
Faisali's participation set a 
championship record with 
their fourth appearance in the 
event. (Al Ramtha were the 
first to represent Jordan in 
J993). 

Jordanian results in the 
past four Cup Winners' Cup 
participations included two 
draws and 1 1 defeats in total . 

The top two teams in 
each group will play their 
semifinal matches Monday . 
The .final match will be held 
May 22. 

ASF secretary-general 
meets press 

The Secretary-General of 
the Arab Soccer Federation 
(ASF) Othman Sa'ad Saturday 
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, . RANGER FOR SALE' ■ 

Hanger in tfie Zarqa Free Zone of an area of 600 
sq.m, with mezz. Distinguished design to 
American specifications, on an estate of 2,000 
sq.m. All exterior estate is paved. Hanger is 
supplied with 3-phase power, telephone, water. 
For information please call (09) 916237/8 
Sale is for best offer. 


ASF Secretary-General Mr. -Othman Sa'ad with reporters and officials 
following Saturday's press conference 
held a press conference during 
which he discussed a host of 
issues related to Arab sport 

Mr. Sa'ad confirmed the Independent/ cozy and folly furnished with " 

w 13 k 9J ampion * 9“? ^ VOu *^ telephone. Surrounded by green view, its 
be held as scheduled add . . ,, . ° . . : 

might be hosted by Tunis’ al 1 actually a race roof but good for only a single. 

Tarajji club or Qatar's AI I If interested please call: 671509| 

Arabi after Egypt's Al Ahli 

declined to host it. He said if 

these clubs fail to host the RANGER FOfl SAL-B ' 

event a Saudi club would be orfla kcv 

the most likelv choice Hanger in the Zarqa Free Zone of an area of 6(M 

.2 r..« sq.m. with mezz - Distinguished design t< 

h - h hiLipH <n Amman American specifications, on an estate of 2,00( 

Tn QRR evnZS sq.m. All exterior estate is paved. Hanger h 

ho f Jr u’ A u__ n rft supplied with 3-phase power, telephone, water. 

For Information please call (09) 916237/8 
hold the event in the year fol- .. ' 

lowing the Olympic Games. Sale is tor best offer. 

Hence the next cup would be — ^ ^ 

held next year in Qatar. 

He also noted the impor- ■ ■ _ «■■■■_ ■— «■*_ 

lance of holding the Arab sm- Luxurious Villa For Per 

dents championship which 

has been continually post- A lUXUHOUS furnished Villa f 
poned. Asked if Jordan could _ 

be the host for this event Mr. rent. Super deluxe furniture. At 

« s a wim MiLr'o d f d Yo^m good location in west Amma 
Mohunmad Daoudieh. Suitable for embassies ar 

Mr. Sa ad also stressed the ... 

need for having a more effec- diplomatic missions. ' 
ciauon rab aports m - d a 35550 For information, please call ownei 

Mr. Sa'ad -noted AI Tel.: 857675, 

Wihdat's and the Jordan ... — . nTnort-ro a 

Soccer Federation's efforts in IVlODlie 1 61! 11/^9/04 

making the 7th Arab Cup j : 

Winners' Cup a success de- I 

tight schedule. FOR LADIES ONLY 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 699634/684311 


Luxurious Villa For Rent 

A luxurious furnished villa for 
rent. Super deluxe furniture. At a 
good location in west Amman. 
Suitable for embassies and 
diplomatic missions. 

For information, please call owner, 
Tel.: 857675, 

Mobile Tel: 07929734 

FOR LADIES ONLY 

MASSAGE for fitness and relaxation 
offered by German and English 
speaking lady in Hummar/Sweileh. 

Tel: 839183. 


Sanchez 
out of 

German Open 

BERLIN (AP) — The Ger- 
man Open looked like it was 
going to have a dream match- 
up with four of the world’s six 
best players reaching the 
-semifinals. 

But that was before two 
onseeded players spoiled the 
party Friday by upsetting 
World No. 2 Arantxa 
Sancbez-Vicario and No. 5 
Anke Huber. . 

Karina Habsudova of Slo- 
vakia, a rising star, ousted 
Huber, 6-1, 64, while Elena 
Ukhovetsa of Russia stunned 
Sanchez- Vicario, 6-3, 2-6, 6-0 
in the quarter-finals of the 
5926,000 tournament. 

Two other world top-5 
players did buck the trend. 
Co-No. 1 Steffi Graf and No. 
4 Iva Majoli of Croatia both 
won and will meet in the 
semifinals. 

Habsudova pounded an 
erratic Huber from the base- 
line to make the German her 
third upset victim at the 
$926,000 event. Earlier the 
world No. 54 knocked off 
Swiss teenager Martina Hing- 
is and France's Mary Pierce. 

It was not the first time' 
Habsudova, who began the 
year at world No. 98, has 
claimed a top-10 victim. 

“Once you beat these play- 
ers, you know you can do it. 
It's nothing new for me 
now,” said Habsudova, 22. 

Graf roiled past No. 10 
seed Nathalie Tauziat of 
France, 6-1, 7-5, while Majoli 
struggled to a 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 
win over No. 7 seed Barbara 
Paul us of Austria. 

Sanchez-Vicario, the de- 
fending champion, had no 
excuses after losing to 
Likhovtseva, a world No. 47. 
The Spaniard had struggled, 
throughout the tournament. 

“She -was just better than 
me today,” said Sanchez- 
Vicario. 

Huber helped Habsudova 
with unforced errors from the 
baseline, but she was also 
overpowered at times by the 
Slovakian's punishing back- 
hand. 

“I felt hopeless out there," 
said Huber, the Australian 
Open finalist. “I had to do 


Jordan anxious to show 
Orlando he is still great 


DEERFIELD, Illinois (AP) 
— “Michael meets Magic II: 
the revenge” — also known 
as the NBA's Eastern Con- 
ference finals — could be that 
rare sequel that's well worth 
watching. 

Fueled by memories of his 
playoff failures against 
Orlando last year. -Michael 
Jordan led the Chicago Bulls 
to a league-record 72> victor- 
ies this season and won his 
eighth scoring title. He then 
carried the Bulls past Miami 
and New York in the playoffs 
despite recurring back 
spasms. 

Now, with an NBA finals 
berth at stake, he gets 
another crack at the Magic. 
The best-of-7 series starts 
Sunday at the United Center. 

“Michael's going to txy to 
score most of the times he 
catches the bail,” said Bulls 
coach Phil Jackson. “We're 
trying to talk him out of 
doing it every time. But 
Michael's going to be a domi- 
nant force in this series.” 

John Paxson, Jordan's 
backcourt partner during the 
title years of 1991, 1992 and 
1993 and now one of Jack- 
son's assistants, said: 
“Michael is the most com- 
petitive guy I've ever seen. 
He accepts challenges. He's 
never been afraid to admit 
when be doesn't do well. He 
takes responsibility, but then 
be does something about it. 
That bodes well for us.” 

When Jordan came out of 
retirement last year, the Bulls 
believed their immediate fu- 
ture was bright. As he said at 
the time, “we thought we had 
a chance to steal the cham- 
pionship.” 

But he had spent most of 
his 1 Vi years away from bas- 
9»cb&n playing baseball, and 
he' developed a totally diffe- 
rent muscle structure. In 
addition, his conditioning 
va I'” reedy fur zlv- NBA’s 
rigors. In addition, his con- 
ditioning wasn’t ready for the 
NBA's rigors. As a result, he 
no longer had what was once 
basketball’s most lethal first 
step. 


something else, but l last ,T , Tf er 45 *’ e S' 1 
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J ' - - -'to.” Orlando s Nrdc Ander- 


to,'* Orlando's r Nick~ Ander- 
son- said after Game 1, when 


Deluxe Furnished Apartment 

Jabal Amman . - near first Circle. Two 
bedrooms, living room, salon and dining 
room, working room, two bathrooms, fully 
equipped kitchen, separate entrance, tele- 
phone, small garden and a well. 

Tel. 613710 - 662261 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

With luxurious furniture. Consists of three bedrooms, 
two dining rooms, one of them small, living room, 
storage space, three spacious salons, and three 
bathrooms, fully furnished and supplied with all 
electric appliances, with independent central heating 
and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, Yacoub Oweis Street, behind 
Abu Jughum Real Estate Office. 

For information call 670140 


msm 


Location: Dahyat A l-R abla . 3 bedrooms, salon, 
sitting room, dining room, 3 bathrooms, 
telephone, central heating, first floor, brand-new 
deluxe furniture. Ideal for family or diplomatic 
council. 

If interested please call: 671343 or 833133 
or 07927220 ~ 


FOR SALE - DUTY UNPAID 

1994 Honda Civic EX Coupe 125 HP VTEC 
engine, automatic transmission, windows, door 
locks, mirrors, sunroof, A/C, dual airbags, CD 
player available. Unique colour. JD 8,000 
(negotiable). 

Call 601902 after 2:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms .salon, dining room, two 
bathrooms, kitchen, independent heating, extra 
water tanks, first floor, elevator, garage, deluxe 
furniture, and telephone. Location: Umm Utheina Al 
Shamali , Mecca Street, opposite Al Muhtaseb 
Centre. Annual rent . 

If interested, -please call Tel.: 894669 


FOR RENT 

3 REDR00M APARTMENT 

A modem apartment, fully furnished, consisting of 
master bedroom with bath, two" other bedrooms with 
second bath, family sitting room, reception and 
dining, guest bath, kitchen and maid's room. 

The apartment has its telephone, separate heating 
system and the building is equipped with an elevator. 
Location in Rabia - Tla'a Al Ali. 

Please call Tel: 640141/2 Mr. Zakaria 
to arrange for information and visit 
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Amman Academy 

Summer Camp 


Amman Academy announces that it is organizing a Summer Camp 
for boys and girls from the first grade until the 11th grade as from 
Saturday June 22nd, 1996 until Wednesday July 17, 1996, daily except 
Thursdays and Fridays. Students from other schools are welcome. 

Activities will begin at 9.00 a.m. and finish at 2.00 p.m. 

The programme includes the following: 

Academic: Computing, Library 

Sports: Football, basketball, table tennis, swimming, gymnastics, 
taekwondo, badminton, chess, skating. 

Recreational: Field trips, horse riding and camping on the Academy 
grounds. 

Fees: JD. 80 Subscription 
JD. 30 Transportation 

All those interested in joining the camp are requested to contact Mr. 
Yousef Nahhas, Financial and Administration Manager, Mr, Nassim 
Sunnaa, Principal, Mrs. Rima Hijazeen or Mrs. Lamia Dia, not later 
than Monday 17/6/1996. 

For farther information contact Amman Academy 
Tel: 836112, 830845, 830227, 832907 Fax: 831760 
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Michael Jordan 
Jordan was still wearing the 
number he had chosen for his 
comeback. “Number 23... he 
could just blow by you. He 
took off like a space shuttle. 
Number 45... he revs up. bn! 
he doesn’t really take off.” 

After ending that game by 
throwing a bad pass instead 
of attempting the potential 
winning jumper, Jordan 
changed back to bis familiar 
23. He had some fine games, 
but when the Bulls reaiiy 
needed him in crunch time, 
he didn't deliver like he al- 
ways had in' the past. 

The Magic won Game 3 by 
scoring the final nine points 
as Jordan missed his iast 
three shots and committed a 
turnover. And in the series' 
sixth and final game, Jordan 


tossed up an airball and tos- 
sed away a pass as Orlando 
finished with a 14-0 rim. 

And so it became motiva- 
tion for the man with the 
highest scoring average in 
NBA history. He spent last 
summer getting into basket- 
ball shape, and this season 
he’s looked like the Michael 
Jordan of old. 

“I must give (the Magic) 
credit; they gave me the in- 
itiative to go back into the 
gym and get my game back 
where it needed to be,” Jor- 
dan said. “So in some ways, I 
appreciate what they did. 
Now it's just a matter of 
seeing how I can repay them 
for what they did for me.” 
HU teammates expect this 
series to be payback rime for 
Jordan. 

“He feels bad about last 
year, that he wasn't able to 
compete at the level he wants 
to,” Bill Wennington said. 
“It was still better than most, 
but it wasn't what Michael 
Jordan wanted.” 

“I know he's thinking ab- 
out last year.” Steve Ken- 
said. “He takes things perso- 
nally. He'll be ready.” 
Indeed, the space shuttle 
known as Michael Jordan is 
ready for launch. 

“I just had to sharpen 
some of my instruments. It 
took me all year to do so,” 
Jordan said, “t was dis- 
appointed, but any kind of 
negative thing, something 
good is going to come out of 
it. That's where I am right 
now." 


Best location in Shmeisani, 320 sq.m., 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, family room, salon, 
dining room, modem kitchen, central heating 
and telephone. 

AL’A REAL ESTATE 607422 ! 
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United Nations Development 
Programme 


Cull CLaJ cun 
The General Corporation for the 
Environment Protection 


VACANT POSTS 


1. Project Manager: 

Project No. : JOR/94/G81 

Project TJtel : The Participatory Formation of an 
Action-oriented National 'Agenda 21 " 

Duration : Fifteen Months. 

The project will be implemented by the General 
Corporation for the Environment Protection, where the 
project Manager will be based. The project akns are 
(a) to prepare a National Agenda 21; (b) To rate the 
level of Environmental Awareness and provide training 
on sustainable development and (c) to lay the 
- groundwork for preparing an ElA system. 
Qualifications : 

1. Postgraduate Degree in the field of environment and 
natural resources management or related subjects with 
minimum five years of relevant experience; 

2. Experience in strategic planning with experience In 
preparing environmental action plans; 

3. Project management and evaluation experience with 
national and UN or other donors is an asset; 

4. ElA knowledge of different international procedures 
and guidelines; 

5. Team work and ability to communicate and 
coordinate between concerned national and UN 
institutions; and 

6. The applicant must have excellent English and 
Arabic reporting and communications ability, with good 
computer skill. 

2. Project Coordinator (PC) 

Project No. : JOR/95/G31 

Project Title : Building Capacity for Green House ■ 
Gases Inventory and Action Plans In Jordan in 
Response to the United Nations Framework 
Convention oh Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
Communications Obligations, 

Durations : Twenty Four Months. 

The Project Coordinator will (a) ensure Uaison 
between the Project Office and UNDP, anti other 
actors; (b) manage the country’s contribution to the 
UNFCCC in dose cooperation' with the -General 
Corporation for the Environment Protection (GCEP); 

(c) develop and Implement the overall work plan, for 
the project ' 

Qualifications V 

1. University Degree in an area related to energy, 
environment, climate change and public policy; 

2. At least 10 years of experience In the areas of 
research, development, training and project 
management Should have leadership quail Ities and 
ability to work with others; 

3 . Knowledge or work experience related to climate 
change or limiting of GHG emission; and 

4. The applicant must have excellent English and 
Arabic reporting and cot llcattons ability, wfth good 
computer skills. 

Salary will be based on qualifications in accordance 
with the National UN salary scale for Jordan.- 

CVs should be submitted to UNDP Office in Amman 
P.O. Box 35286 Hlrbawl Building, Shmesanl 
Obada Ibn-Samet Street Amman 11180 Jordan. 

Fax No. 688177-678582 

, Deadline : 30 May IBM 
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Serbs challenge 
West with new 


prime minister' 


2 ALE lR) — Bostvi 2 -. Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic 
appoint ,.i a new hrdline 
prime minister to shore up his 
nationalist government on 
Saturday after sacking Rajko 
'Oisagic as premier for sup- 
porting the Bosnian peace 
process. 

Mr. Karadzic's Serb 
democratic Part" (SDS) 
named the depot;, health 
; rams ter, Gojko K'.icl'O'ic, to 
head the government during 
; -i emergency ovej night ses- 
■ion of i he Bosnian Serb par- 

biamet'i. 

I he Bosnian Szrb news • 
agency SRN A said the parlia- 
ment was attended by enough 
members to mate Mr. Klick- 

ovic's appointment leg- 


cerned that he and his hard- 
liners will wreck crucial post- 
war elections due in Septem- 
ber io provide Bosnia with 
inter-ethnic democratic in- 


nl but it did not g:\c figures. 


It appeared northern- 
based moderates loyal to Mr. 
Kasagiv did not have time to 
go. even if they were invited. 
Only one vote was cast 
against Mr. Klickovic. 
.'^cording to SRNA. 

The Yugoslav news agency 
Tan jug reported there would 
be no "changes in the govern- 
ment which Mr. Kasagic 
planned to reshuffle to weed 
out hardliners. 

Mr. Klickovic’s appoint- 
ment presaged a new con- 
frontation between the Bos- 
nian Serb hardliners ar.o the 
intern. ttion ^.1 commini f y 
wIn-’[- publicly supported Mr. 
Ivu.'ijgic when he was dismis- 
sed on Wednesday. 

.i vs. V.. 

Richard Holbrooke, who 
negotiated the Bosnian peace 
.igiceititri'u. iuiti CNN lhai it 
■rriiie be wrecked if Mr.- 
liziiuizic was allowed to get 
ni of the moderate Kasagic. 

' This is the test,” he 
..-tii-’ea. 

irrational high repre- 
certfarive Carl Bildt was in 
Tate on Saturday tor a nret 
meeting with Mr. Klickovic 
and the president of parlia- 
ment. Momcilo Krajisnik, 
another hardline nationalist. 

.Mr. Bildt and NATO poli- 
tical and military chiefs 
travelled this week to Mr. 
Kasagic's power base in the 
north Bosnian town of Banja 
Luka to show support and say 
they would go on working 
with him. 

But Mr. Kasagic. who was 
unavailable for comment on 
Saturday, said he would com- 
ply with his replacement by 
putliement. 

Mr. Bi!dt complained ear- 
lier that the dismissal of Mr. 
Kasjgic was a coup against 
the peace process by Mr. 
Karadzic, who is fighting cx- 
n.-Jirion for trial by the U.N. 
War Crimes Tribunal 

Peacemakers refuse to deal 
v.-sth the Bosnian Serb ••presi- 
dent." who was supposed to 
be driven from office under 
the Bosnian peace agree- 
ment 

They are particularly con- 


stiuitions- 

NATO peacekeepers have 
refused to arrest him and 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, the chief power 
broker in Serb politics, has 
been deaf to the West's press- 
ure to sunender him. 

Mr. Klickovic. a sociologist 
in his 40$, has been deeply 
involved in the resettlement 
of Serb refugees who lost 
their homes during the 316- 
year war. 

The dismissal of Mr. Kasa- 
gic thrust into the open 3 n 
irreparable rift between the 
hardliners gathered round Mr. 
Karadzic in Pale and Mr. 
Kasagic’s moderates in Banja 
Luka. 

Political sources said it was 
no longer certain that the 
hardliners commanded a 
majority in a full parliament. 


Internet for refugees 

The U.N. refugee agency is 
using the Internet as the 
newest tool in its struggle to 
persuade nervous Bosnians 
to return to the homes they 
fled during the 3 ’/i-vear war. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees is offer- 
ing details on the political 
and security situations in 26 
municipalities on the world 
wide web, part of the global 
linking of computers known 
as the Internet. 

By July, the U.N. refugee 
agency hopes to expand' its 
reports to 50 areas, spokes- 
man Ron Redmond said. 

The information is aimed 
at foreign government agen-. 
cies and charities working 
with refugees, but all Bos- 
ni^nvare encouraged ro. log 
on. Mr. Redmond said. 
Thirty- two countries have 
offered homes to Bosnian re- 
fugees. 

The web site also provides 
facts about housing, trans- 
portation. infrastructure, 
public utilities and services, 
economic activity and assist- 
ance programmes and more, 
in a choice of English and 
German.- Mr. Redmond said 
the site also will be available 
in Serbo-Croatian. 

About two million Bos- 
nians fled their homes during 
the war. and only about 
70.000 have returned. 

The refugee agency had 
hoped that nearly 900.000 
people would go home this 
year. But officials now con- 
cede they will be lucky if even 
half that number return. 

Problems in sending back 
people to areas now occupied 
by a different ethnic group 
have proven more formidable 
than expected because of the 
hate and fear that still lingers 
between Serbs, Muslims and 
Croats. 


Five killed, 18 injured in 
rocket attacks on Kabul 


KABUL (AFP) — Six civi- 
lians. including rwo children, 
have been killed and 18 in- 
jured in two rocket attacks by 
the Taliban militia, hospital 
and defence sources said 
Saturday . 

Three of the victims died 
instantly when a Soviet-built 
rocket hit a crowded Kabul 
bus shelter, near the densely 
populated Microryan housing 
estate late Friday, while two 
others died later in hospital, 
doctors said. 

"About 25 people were 
standing in and around the 
shelter when there was an 
enormous explosion right in 
front of them.” Mohammad 
Sharif, a fruit salesmen who 
works nearby, told AFP. 

“It was terrible because 
when the smoke cleared, I 
saw the bodies of two young 
children lying in the gutter 
with their heads blown off 
while there were wounded 
people everywhere." he 
added. 

A total of 18 people were 
injured when the single rock- 
et struck the besieged Afghan 
capital, including children 
playing in the area, bus pas- 
r.'T*-.'rx and fruit vendors, 
doctors and witnesses said. 

In a separate incident, a 
man living in a village near 
the frontlines in southern 
Kabul died when his home 
was struck by a shell later 
Friday, hospital sources said. 

Defence officials here said 
the Taliban, who have dug in 
on three fronts around 
Kabul , carried out the attack . 
No independent confirmation 
of who was responsible was 
immediately available here. 

Thousands of TaKL.'n 


fighters have been massed to 
the south and southwest of 
Kabul for the past eight 
months, during which 
thousands of rockets have 
been fired cm the battered 
capital. 

The militiamen have 
branded the government of 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani illegitimate and have de- 
manded that it step down 
immediately, a call the gov- 
ernment has dismissed. 


The Taliban sprang up 
from the Koranic schools of 
southern Pakistan 18 months 
ago vowing to end the wide- 
spread factional fighting, cor- 
ruption and banditry and to 
install Islamic law across the 


country. 

The religious fighters have, 
however, not been able to 
break into the capital so far 
and are accused by war- 
weary Kabulis of using the 
same violent tactics as Afgha- 
nistan’s other factions. 


Friday’s attack came just 
four days after froops of the 
former opposition Hezb-e- 
Islami faction arrived in 
Kabul vowing to fight along- 
side the government in any 
attack against the Taliban. 

The alliance between the 
former arch enemies is aimed 
both at broadening the ethnic 
and political base of the 
recognition-hungry Kabur 
government and at creating a 
united from against the Tali- 
ban, analysis here said. 

The government, however, 
insists the alliance is aimed at 
creating a peaceful environ- 
ment here after four years of 
bloody civil war. and not at. 
routing che Taliban. 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat (centre) is surrounded by members of his cabinet after a swearing-in ceremony late Friday. Mr. Arafat has 
yet to announce portfolios of his cabinet, seen here from left to right (top row) Azzam al Ahmad, Maher Al Masri, Freih Abu Meddeme, 
unidentified bodyguard, Jamil Tarifi, Tayeb Abdul Rahim (general secretary of the Palestinian presidency), Nabil Shaath, Ahmad Qouriea 
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n (general secretary ot the Palestinian presidency), INaDii anaarn, Anmao younw 
Legislative Council speaker), Ahmad Abdul Rahman (general secretary of the Palestinian National Authority), President Arafat, 
Mohammad Nashasmbi, Bashir Barghouti, Yasser Amr, Yasser Abed Raobo, Samir Ghosheh, Imad Fallouji. (Bottom row) Abu Ali 


(Palestinian Le 

Saeb Erekat, Mohammad iNashashibi, Bashir Barghouti, Yasser Amr, Yasser Abed Kabbo, Samir Ghosheh, Imad Faiioui: 

Shaheen, Elias Freij, Hass an Tahboub, Abdul Jawad Saleh, Riyadh Zaanoun, Ali Qawasmeh, Abdul Rahman Hamad (Reuters photo) 


New Palestinian cabinet is sworn in, 


calls for more observers in Hebron 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — In 
its first action since being 
officially sworn in, the new 
Palestinian cabinet on Satur- 
,day urged more countries to 
send observers to the West 
Bank town of Hebron to 
monitor the Israeli army's 
withdrawal. 

Tty. call was msec :a a 
statement issued after a 
meeting late Friday of the 
cabinet in the autonomous 
Wes r £*«:■• L 

lah, where 2l members oi the 
new cabinet were sworn into 
office at a ceremony in the 
civic building. 

“We are delighted by the 


arrival of a first group of 
Norwegian observers to 
(monitor) an Israeli rede- 
ployment from Hebron and 
we hope that contingents 
from other countries will join 
them." said the statement. 

Twenty Norwegian obser- 
vers took to the streets of 
Hi bro-i for the first time on 
Wednesday, and the group's 
leader Odd Wibe said he 
hopes other countries will 


r n-! -,c- :, rrs. -"enrionir.g 


tne possibility of Australia, 
Turkey. Denmark, Italy and 
Sweden. 

The Israeli army’s with- 
drawal from most of Hebron, 


where 400 Jewish settlers live 
among 120,000 Palestinians, 
was scheduled for March but 
postponed after the wave of 
suicide bombings in Israel in 
late February and early 
March. 

Palestinian President Yas- 
ser Arafat attended the 
■wiring in ceremony late 
Friday of the cabinet 
appointed on May 9 and used 
the occasion to renew calls 

for a Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

Hie new members took the 
oath on the Koran, except for 
the Christian mayor of Beth- 
lehem, Elias Freij, who 


swore on the Bible. 

Social Affairs Minister In- 
tissar Al Wazir was unable to 
attend because her VIP pass 
allowing her to bypass the 
Israeli army's military closure 
of the autonomous territories 
had been confiscated. 

Palestinian sources said the 
remaining four members 
making up the cabinet of 26 
would be sworn in at a later 
date. 

Afte- che ceremony. Mr. 
Arafat said: “I would like to 
thank you and pray to God to 
strengthen us until an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state is 
established with holy Jeru- 


salem as its capital.” 

Among the members were 
a former Hamas activist and a 
known critic of the 1993 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO)- Israel peace 
accord as well as several 
ministers of the previous 
cabinet. 

PLO officials have said for- 
mer ministers would retain 
their portfolios while new 
ministers would be assigned 
to vacant positions. 

Mr. Arafat said he will 
present the cabinet to the 
Palestinian legislative council 
within 10 days for a vote of 
confidence. 


Peres 

assails 


Likud 


criticism 


of Arafat 


NAZARETH (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
on Friday blasted the right- 
wing Likud Party's campaign 
advertisements against his 
peace partner. Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. 

Mr. Peres’ ruling Labour 
Party and Likud are in a close 
race ahead of May 29 elec- 
tions for parliament and 
prime minister. 


Likud has featured televi- 
sion spots showing Mr. Peres 
and Mr. Arafat bolding 
hands as they walked onstage 
at a public event. A narrator 
says Mr. Peres entrusted 
Israeli security to Mr. Arafat, 
who, the narrator says, is not 
interested in keeping the 
peace. 

Mr. Peres told Israeli Arab 
Labour supporters: "Arafat 
knows very well, as we do, 
that we must protect the 
peace because if he doesn't 
protect the peace and if we 
don’t protect the peace, we 
are the ones who will be the 
losers.” 


He added regarding the 
Likud spot highlighting his 
holding Mr. Arafat’s hand: 
“What do they want? That 
we shoot at each other?” 
Under Labour, Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) signed a 
historic 1993 interim peace 
deal providing Palestinian 
self-rule. 


Militants see the deal as a 
sell-out and have killed 
scores of people in suicide 
bombings against Israel. In 
the latest wave of attacks, 
bombers killed 59 people in 
Israel in a nine-day period 
beginning on Feb. 25. 

The attacks cut a double- 
digit lead Mr. Peres had held 
over his rival. Likud leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Public 
opinion polls now show Mr. 
Peres leading Mr. Netanyahu 
by four to six percentage 
points. 

Mr. Peres froze peace 
moves after the latest attacks 
and demanded Mr. Arafat 
crack down hard on militants 
in self-rule areas. Recently. 
Mr. Peres has commended 
the measures taken by Mr. 
Arafat and said Israel will 
implement its peace deal 
commitments. 


Jordanian doctor denies Arafat suffered stroke 


AMMAN (AP) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat has 
been unwell, suffering from 
flu and exhaustion, but has 
not had a stroke, his personal 
physician said Saturday. 

Dr. Ashraf Kurdi, who was 
summoned earlier in the 
week from his home in Am- 
man to Gaza to attend Mr. 
Arafat, said he conducted 
“routine medical checkups” 
on the 65-ycar-oId Palesti- 
nian leader and found “no 
serious illness.” 

He dismissed as "totally 
untrue” an Israeli television 
report that the Palestinian 
leader had suffered 3 mild 


stroke. 

Israel's Channel Two tele- 
vision said Thursday Mr. 
Arafat started feeling unwell 
in Egypt on Sunday after a 
meeting with King Hussein 
and Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak. 


This, he said, "naturally 
affected a man of his age. 
especially since he did not 
rest well.” 


A senior Jordanian official 
who attended the meeting 
said Mr. Arafat had a “sto- 
mach disorder." 


But he said that by the time 
he examined him Thursday, 
Mr. Arafat had improved and 
was “suffering only from ex- 
haustion because of over- 
working and staying up at 
night.” 


He said that no X-rays or 
laboratory tests were needed, 
and Mr. Arafat “was not 
given any medication.” 

“I asked him to continue 
his work, but to take it easy,” 
said Mr. Kurdi, a neurolog- 
ist, who has been Mr. Ara- 
fat’s private physician for. 
almost a decade. 


Dr. Kurdi, interviewed by 
the Associated Press a day 
after. his return home from 
Gaza, confirmed that Mr. 
Arafat had “stomach pain 
and a bad flu” last weekend. 


“He suffers from no orga- 
nic ailment," Dr. Kurdi stres- 
sed. “When I saw him, he 
was not complaining of any- 
thing- He was healthy and 
that’s .what the medical ex- 
amination proved.” 


■ In June 1992, Dr. Kurdi 
supervised a brain surgery 
Mr. Arafat underwent in 
Amman to remove blood 
clots caused by bruises he had 
suffered in a plane crash in 
the Libyan desert in April 
that year. 


Kuwaiti family seeks $2m 
to save son from execution 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
The father of a young 
Kuwaiti man has appealed in 
a newspaper here for more S2 
million to prevent his son 
ffom being executed in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Kuwaiti citizen Hatem 
Fawaz Al Zughbi Al Harbi is 
now in a Riyadh prison facing 
the death penalty after killing 
a Saudi Arabian during what 
the young man’s uncle de- 
scribed as a “youthful fight.” 

According to Islamic Shar- 
ia law, the family of a person 
killed can ask for the death of 
the killer or for bis family to 
pay compensation, called 
diya. 

Fwaz Saleh Al Zughbi Al 
Harbi appealed in the daily 
Al Anba on Saturday for 
members of the Harb tribe 
and any other individuals to 
help raise eight million Saudi 
riyals (S2.1 million) to save 
his son. 

The family come from 
Jahra, a few kilometres north 
of Kuwait City, which is 
mainly inhabited by bedouin 
tribes. 

“We don’t know why the 


family has been asked to pay 
so much. Normally, eight 
million (riyals) would buy 
eight people’s lives,” com- 
mented one bedouin in the 
Jahra area. “This amount will 
make it difficult for the fami- 
ly to pay.” 

Hatem’s unde said he had 
three months to raise the 
necessary to rescue him from 
the executioner’s sword, the 
method of execution still 
used in Saudi Arabia. 

The advertisement, carried 
in the daily Al Anba, gave 
two bank account numbers at 
Commercial Bank of Kuwait 
and the Islamic Institution 
Kuwait finance house where 
donations can be made. 

Hatem was involved in a 
fight three years ago in Saudi 
Arabia which had resulted in 
the death of Nafid Fahd Al 
Otaibi. 

Al Qisasaas, the act of 
reprisal or settling of 
accounts, is practised in 
several Muslim countries, but 
the compensation paid to the 
victim's family is usualy res- 
tricted to several thousand 
dollars. 


Egypt court orders ban 
on face veils in schools 


CAIRO (AP) — In a victory 
for government efforts to cur- 
tail the influence of Muslim 
fundamentalists, a constitu- 
tional court on Saturday up- 
held a ministerial decree ban- 
ning schoolgirls from wearing 
an Islamic veil which cloaks 
all but the eyes. 

For the past two years, 
Education Minister Hussein 
Bahaeddine has been battling 
fundametnalist teachers who, 
he said, were pressuring 
schoolgirls to don Islamic 
apparel in both its extreme 
and modest forms. 

Many Islamic activists view 
the veil in its different forms 


as an essential part of their 
programme to bring about an 
Islamic society. 

In 1994, the minister issued 
a decree banning the niqab. 


Later that year, Mahmoud 
Sami Ali, the father of two 
girls in their senior year at 
high school, sued the minister 
because bis two daughters 
were barred from entering 
their sdiool in the port icty of 
Alexandria because they 
were wearing the niqab. 


An administrative court 
upheld the minister’s posi- 
tion. but the case went to the 
constitution court. 



New poll gives Yeltsin 8-point lead 


MOSCOW (R) — An opinion poll commissioned by CNN 
and the English-language newspaper Moscow Times ahead 
of Russia’s presidential election) put President Boris 
Yeltsin well ahead of his communist rival on Saturday. The 
poll, conducted by the Institute for Comparative Serial 
Research (CESSI) between May 9 and May 14, asked 1,058 
Russian voters who they planned to support in the June 16 
presidential election. It was published in the Moscow 
Tunes on Saturday. A total of 27.7 per cent of, those polled 
said they would back Mr. Yeltsin, compared with 19.3 per 
cent who expected to support Mr. Zyuganov. But almost 20 
per cent of voters polled said they bad not yet made up 
their minds. Mr. Yeltsin has been making up ground in 


opinion polls last week, helped by a series of populist 

lead in the 


campaign pledges, but this was his widest k™ 
opinion polls so for. But such surveys are notoriously 
unreliable in Russia, where voters are often afraid of 
speaking out against the authorities. If no candidate gets an 
overall majority on June 16, the top two go through to a 
se«mdround vote, probably on July 7 or possibly on Junly 
14. CESSI said 43 per cent of those those polled would 
back Mr. Yeltsin in a second-round vote, compared to 27 
per cent who were ready to back Mr. Zyuganov 


Passport-forging gang rounded up in Yemen 


SANAA (A?) — Police have rounded up a 24-man cane 
that turned out fake passports for clients in Arab and 
European countries, Sanaa radio reported Saturday It 
quoted an unidentified security official as savine 15 
Yemenis, five Iraqis, three Somalis and an Egyptian have 
been wrested, bat did not say when. “They were caught at 
the workshop where the forgeries were being made,” the 
ratho quoted die official as saying. He said, without giving 
any details, that the gang forged passports and identity 
documents for people in several Arab and Europe^ 
countries, which he did not name. Earlier this month police 
arrested 11 members of another aU-Arab gang of pa^pon 


Iran to hold funeral for victims of war 


W 1,3,1 wai next wee k hold a mass funeral 
for 800 Iranians killed during the 1980-88 war ^ 

whose bodies were found in the last three month? toe 
official news agency IRNA said on Saturday, fc 7u 0 fr£ 
Brigadier Gen end Mnfeisa! Baqerzadeh as saying 
search teams had found the bodies in sever* 

?T l Ir ?L Hc Said up to 90 cent have been identified 

aid their families would be informed soon. He 

since Iran formed aspedal search committee i n 1991 7 h * 
of over 25,000 Iranians killed in the waiVa^n 



Dog owner fined 
$4 after savaged 
victim dies 


MOSCOW (R) — A Rus- 
sian whose dog killed an 
aggressive drunk will be 
fired just $4 for improper- 
ly walking the animal be- 
cause the law provides no 
other punishment, ITAR- 
TASS news agency said 
Friday. TASS, quoting a’ 
newspaper in "le Volga 
town of Samara, said the 
rottweiler atracked the 
drunk after the man lashed 
out at its owner. The dog 
tore off one of the man’s 
cars and bit him through 
the throat. “Its owner will, 
be punished only by a fine 
of 20,000 roubles ($4) for 
“improperly walking a dog 
as no other punishment is 
envisaged by the law, 
TASS said. 


China’s abnormal 
marriages are all 
money deals 


BEIJING (R) — Chinese 
officials are concerned 
about the appearance of 
what they called abnormal 
marriages, which are per- 
verted by money and could 
lead to instability, the Pro- 
curatorial Daily said. Four 
•types of “abnormal" mar- 
riages were occurring in 
rural areas, all fuelled by 
financial gain, it said. The 
most common type in- 
volved matchmakers who 
cha:ge about 1 yuan 
(SI. 200 ) for a successful 
wedding. Others involve 
grooms who import brides 
from distant, poorer pro- 
vinces, paying 4,000 to 
6.000 yuan to her family, it 
said. Some brides set out to 
cheat their husbands, run- 
ning away with their mo- 
ney and valuables, it said. 
The fourth kind involves 
anxious would-be-grooms 
who purchase brides from 
people dealers. These ab- 
normal marriages could 
lead to crimes, it said. 


Burma to keep 
world’s largest 
ruby in museum 


RANGOON (R) — Burma 
will display the world’s 
largest uncut ruby, discov- 
ered at a northern mine in 
March, at the Myanmar 
Gems Museum along with 
other spectacular and rare 
gemstones, a government 
official said. The crimson 
red and flawless 21,450- 
carat ruby, measuring se- 
ven inches (.17.78 ems) 
long, 4.5 ■ inches ( 1 1 .43 
ems) broad and four inches 
(10.16 ems) tall, was mined 
in Mogkok. U Ohn Myint. 
deputy director of the state- 
owned Myanmar Gems 
Enterprise told Reuters. 
Displayed alongside the 
mby will be the world’s 
largest sapphire, weighing 
.63,000 carats, also mined 
,n Mogkok in 1972 and the 
largest pearl in Burma 
obtained from Myanmar 
Peari Island in .1966. offi- 
cial media reported. Bur- 
ma, which has some of the 
world’s richest deposits of 
precious siones. sells most 
of the stones and jade 
mined nationwide at fixed 
prices at expositions held 
twice a year. Industry 
sources said illegal trade in 
Burmese gems was ram- 
pant and Burmese officials 
have often complained that 
foost of the gems and jade 
“reed in the country is 
smuggled to neighbouring 
countries. “At the moment 
foreign companies are not 
allowed to engage in min- 
and jade,” Ohn 
Myint said. But there were 
two joint ventures with for- - 
ei &n companies in Burma* 
which were involved in the 
gems and jewellery trade, 
he added. One was a joint 
venture with a Thai compa- 
ny to produce modem jew- 
ellery and the other with 
another Thai firm to oper- 

al , e a gemstone polishing 
plant. 


ilH* v 
. lufl 1 


I r.*., 


V, 


p' 




ll» 


Ua* 


•Si* 


11 P 


! ‘.1 




I* 




ttH* 




;MMA‘ 




I JUS"' 
-1DI1H' 1 


.11 


•Hill 

& . 
-lit' I"' 
* UlA 


.„ J' * 

■j|Mi ! 
, JlJ-t' ! 

4 fl - ' !l ' 

\n- :fl - 11 
mi| v ’ 
.-'he 
j ,‘f (I 


Leagu 

fleets 


...id.it ‘ 
rtlul M 
..lei " 

•sj I' 1 


i I 


•Till. 

11, 

,*!iv 

;!■ ’ll 1 


I 


III.- 


mi.-- 

i) h »,, 


1 1 ■ 


..lUt if!,’ 

Hr 

liira!’.' 


•■nib be 
’•iuLr.i.'n , 


•W 


Turkish 

SSrebe 



